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Office of Inspectors General of Prisons, 
Dublin, ist February 1828. 



SIR, 

IN pursuance of the 55th section 7th George IVth, chap. 74, we have the 
honour to transmit to you, for the information of their Excellencies the Lords 
Justices, our Sixth Report upon the Progress of Prison Discipline in Ireland 
during the last year, as well as a special Report upon the state of each Gaol. 

Although in some few instances we have hitherto failed in our endeavours to 
induce Grand Juries to present the money necessary to render their County Gaols 
conformable to law, so great a progress has been made that we may consider that 
most important and expensive object as nearly brought to a close. 

We are enabled also to report, that during the last year the necessary measures 
have been taken to abolish the two classes of insufficient prisons specified in the 
90th and 96th sections of the Act for consolidating and amending the laws re- 
lating to prisons in Ireland. 

We have the honour to be, Sir, Your most obedient 

humble Servants, 

James Palmer, 1 Inspectors General 
B. B. Woodward,] * of Prisons. 

Right honourable William Lamb, 

&c. &c. &c. 
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GENERAL STATE OF THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



BOARDS OF SUPERINTENDENCE. 

I Voar^TS ° f ‘ he ‘“a year "\ ventured ‘° off® to the consideration of the 

counties, some ob- 



.. r v..urouuuii.c ui me udois oi me amerent counties somp nh 

servat.onsupon the constitution of their body, and the influence of the’ir labours 
upon the progress of a sound system of Prison Discipline throughout this conn- 
s' J he , lm P0 r, f Ilce of *0 ‘rust reposed in them cannot be too seriously con- 
‘‘ d Con d ^'d e . WW<i ? e . cutlT ?.P° w f being placed in their hands by the Act for 
nreWT d g and Am 'i nd . mg Laws relating to Prisons in Ireland,” com- 
prebendlng a f m “ n ff tdeI , r dutles tlle construction of Bye-laws, together with the 
distribution of Funds, the Classification of Prisoners, and all other branches of 

specavtj3S eX mgt0,he of prisons within their re- 



“ makinir S Rue^° rtail f dUly C .° mm i ttcd “> a B ° a ‘ d of Superintendence is that of 

making Bye-laws for each and every Prison under their Superintendence ” 1 Geo a 
And we are concerned to find, that in very few counties this enactment of the «■ 74. 4- 

Legislature has been acted upon. We have not found in more than five “stances 
So' 6 !) 1 ' i ySte T m rf bye ‘ laWS approved, as the Act directs, by the Court of 
King Bench. In some others a board of orders for the regulation of the daily 
routine of the county gaols has been established, and posted in the prison buf 
not by any means so framed as to define the duties coimected with the sei era 

contei^lat7by b tl7]Legiri^!ueS“ b ” " “» ‘° 

To facilitate the operations of the Boards of Superintendence in this resDect 
we have submitted to the Judges of the Court of Kings Bench a system of 

tionnf r tl, aPP1C > ble a ,0 j any c “ u,1 ! y Saol, and which have received the mproba- f 
tion of the court. And we should recommend the same to the consideration of 
any board of superintendence who may not have framed a local code of bye-laws 
* i th “ }° furnlsil bl n‘s /or the formation of their own regulations m to be 
adopted by them in their present shape. We have bestowed our best attention 
on these rules, which we think will be found to comprehend every branch of 

S Tth dlacip an r !° 6 1Ve eTery neces5Ilr y direction for carrying into full 
effect the provisions of the Prison Act. y B u 1 



feet the provisions of the Prison Act. * IUU 

J\°" r , Fifth Be P° r ‘ we s “bmitted to the Boards of Superintendence three 
ecific duties which thev are aDDointerl hv il>m a„<. j- i . 



i .• , . f . u ‘“‘ ucu LU *- koalas oi superintendence three 

speefic duties which they are appointed by the Prison Act to discharge and 
'which we considered as requiring particular attention. g 



„ffi. 1S !\ T o e of . a general form of presentment, in order to give 

effect to the law respecting the mode in which money is to be presented 
for gaol expenses. The presentments of ever, grand jury” Trcf by Ihe 
1 nson Act, to be made to the several Boards of Superintendence, to be by 

t™7d aP rf r‘ he SeVeral P ur P° ses which such monies are iZ 
tended , and we herefore recommended that a form of presentment should 
be proposed to the grand jury at every assizes, to include Sd to bring 
before them at one view the various charges connected with the payment of 
ilrrlumr G ' ‘ h ° f “P™ “ ‘ke various classes^rfsons 
Report page 6 “and Appefdk.T ^ ^ f ° r,M ° f Presentment, see Fifth 

B 2d. The 
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2d. The extension of the superintendence of the Board to the bridewells of 
the county. (See our Fifth Report, page 6.) Upon this subject we cannot but 
feel some personal responsibility, as we have used active exertions to bring 
before the grand juries in many parts of Ireland the defective state of the 
prisons of this class, and have succeeded, through their liberality and co- 
operation with the humane enactments of the Legislature, in procuring 
presentments for the erection of new bridewells to a very considerable extent, 
and at a great public expense, and we consequently feel most anxious that 
a public benefit should be felt proportioned to such an expenditure. This, 
we are aware, can only be accomplished by a system of vigilant local super- 
intendence of these prisons, united with our stated inspections ; and as they 
are by law placed under the care of the Boards of Superintendence, the Board 
in each county become responsible for the state and condition of the bride- 
wells, and for the due obedience to the “ Rules and Regulations” published 
by the Court of King’s Bench for their government. We have stated that, in 
arranging the “ Bye- Laws” of each county, a chapter would be well applied to 
establishing rules for the bridewells ; we have also recommended the local 
superintendence of these prisons by a magistrate residing near to each. (See 
Fifth Report, page 6.) 

3d. The regular record of punishments inflicted under the 109th section of 
the Prison Act — and we are happy to report that on our last inspection we found 
a “ Punishment Book” regularly kept in the gaol of almost every county, 
according to the form contained in our Fifth Report. The subject, however, 
which we thought it our duty principally to press upon the attention of the 
Boards of Superintendence, is that of their regular attendance and appoint- 
ment of stated days of meeting ; upon the necessity of which (in the present 
state of the laws respecting prisons) it is unnecessary for us to dwell. 

We have, on our last tour of inspection, been gratified to find, that in some 
counties, (amongst which we may particularize Dublin, Cork, Londonderry, 
Limerick, Kerry and Clare,) the efficiency and regular system of the Board give 
to the county every advantage which the law has contemplated in their formation, 
the entire responsibility having been taken into their own hands, and the interior 
regulations of the county gaol and other county prisons being substantially directed 
by them. In other counties, the occasional meetings of the Board, with the sup- 
port given to the exertions of a good local inspector and governor, have produced 
very gratifying results ; but in some counties we lament to state that the Board of 
Superintendence do not attend, and that the bad consequences of their neglect are 
to be seen in the state of the county or city gaol. The Boards are only now be- 
ginning to include the bridewells among the objects of their care, but we trust that 
attention to this branch of prison discipline will become general. 

We should beg to recommend to the perusal of the Boards of Superintendence 
our chapter on the heads of “ Work and Labour of Prisoners,” and “ Prison 
Dresses.” 

We cannot close this head of our Report without expressing our thanks to the 
several Boards of Superintendence who attend, and with whom we have been in 
communication, for their steady co-operation with us, and attention to such sugges- 
tions as we have thought it right to submit to them in the discharge of our duty. 
The value of their personal interference in the management of their county gaols 
cannot be too highly estimated. The influence of local authorities, and the satis- 
faction which arises from the constant power of appeal to the magistracy of the 
county, establish a confidence in the minds of the prisoners, and produce a ready 
obedience to the regulations of a prison which no other species of control could 
effect ; and we can state from experience, that in whatever county the attendance 
of the Board of Superintendence is regular, and their duties not delegated to 
a public officer, there are always to be found in the goal of that county activity 
and zeal in the officers, and content and subordination throughout the classes ; 
and that, on the contrary, in a direct proportion to the non-effective state of the 
Board, we have found the officers inefficient, and the prisoners disposed to 
discontent and disorder, and have been assailed at our inspection by both well- 
fou nded and ill-founded complaints. 
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COUNTY GAOLS. 

WE commence our observations on this important head by exhibiting the 
comparative scale of our eight classes of prisons, as they stood at the period of 
our last and present Reports. 

I Number of Gaols. 



nr 



1 st Class : Radiating, entire new plan - 

2d - Semi-circular - d° - 

3d - Not panoptic - 

4th - Radiating additions ... 

5th - Semi-circular d° ... 

6th - Additions, not panoptic 

The above gaols contain accommodation 
for legal classification. 

7th - Gaols wanting additions 

8th - Counties wanting new goals - 



Of the seven gaols included in N° 1, five are only in progress of building, or 
plans approved and presentments made. The variation in the statements of the 
two years respecting Class N° 2, arises from the following circumstance ; viz. 
that in the county of Kildare and Queen’s County the grand juries and the Lord 
Lieutenant had approved plans upon the semi-circular principle, for which 
radiating plans have, within the last year, been substituted. We are therefore 
now happy to report seven county gaols on the principle of our first class, with 
five gaols to which large radial additions have been built, or are building upon 
the most approved plans. b ’ y 

The following is now the detailed state of our Classification : 

[Thus * marked are only in progress.] 



City of Cork. 
County of Down # . 
King’s County*. 
County of Kildare *. 

Meath*. 

Queen’s County*. 
County of Limerick. 



4th Class : 

County of Cork. 

Cavan*. 
Carlow *. 
Waterford*. 
Wexford*. 

5th Class : 

County of Donegal. 

Londonderry . 
Leilrim. 



County of Clare. 

Galway. 

Longford. 

Monaghan. 

Roscommon. 

Sligo. 



City of Limerick. 
County of Kerry. 

Louth. 



Town of Belfast. 

Drogheda. 
City of Waterford. 
County of Dublin. 

Fermanagh. 

Kilkenny. 

Tipperary. 



County of Armagh. 
Town of Galway. 



City of Dublin, (see Note.) 

Kilkenny. 

County of Antrim. 

Mayo. 



* No le.-lor our observation, upon the deplorable state of Newgate, and iu wide-spread 

injurious effects, see our Appendix, Dublin District. . 
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The new gaol at Downpatrick will exhibit the most extensive specimen of a 
county gaol, built upon the radial principle, to be seen in this kingdom. Th e 
radiating plans approved or in progess for the King’s and Queen’s Counties, and 
for the counties of Meath and Kildare, will also do credit to these counties 
and to the architects by whom the plans have been prepared. 

It having been the intention of the grand jury of the county of Armagh to 
make a large addition to their county gaol, we were led to include it in our 
seventh class ; but we are much inclined to hope that the county may adopt the 
better plan of erecting a new county gaol upon another site. Some of the counties 
which are placed in our fourth and fifth classes would, (if they had not already 
added to their gaols,) now prefer an entire new prison upon the radial plan ; and 
although many of the additions are contrived with good effect to afford every 
advantage which can be desired, (with the exception of complete inspection,) it 
will be found that in no building, the parts of which have been constructed at 
different times, will the several objects to be provided for be so effectually attained 
as in a building erected on an original plan. This observation will particularly 
apply in the case of prison buildings, upon the arrangements of which so much 
light has been thrown by late improvements in the discipline of our gaols, as well 
as by the publication of many valuable works upon the form and construction of 
prisons, particularly that which has been recently circulated under the direction 
of the “ Society for-the Improvement of Prison Discipline,” in England, to whose 
benevolent labours are to be attributed the spirit of inquiry, and consequent im- 
portant and enlightened change in the public mind upon the subject, which has 
taken place since the formation of the society. 

From the construction of county gaols, in respect to the dimensions of cells, and 
the size of iron bedsteads (which have been purchased at a great expense), the 
Boards of Superintendence labour under a considerable difficulty in the distribution 
of the sleeping cells, to accomplish the important object of solitude by night, or even 
to avoid the placing “ two male prisoners only ” in the same cell. We are led to 
notice this subject by an observation which has been made in the valuable Report 
published by Mr. Gurney and Mrs. Fry, after their late visit to this country — a 
Report which cannot fail, in the public opinion, to carry a weight proportioned 
to the well-known talents and benevolence of the authors. These kind visitors to 
our gaols justly observe (Report, page 8), that one great object of prison disci- 
pline is to effect in the character of the prisoner real improvement. “ Now, in 
“ order to effect this end (say they), his sleeping singly, in a solitary cell, is a 
“ point of almost indispensable importance. It is, therefore, a circumstance ex- 
“ tremely to be regretted, that the crowded state of most of the prisons in Ireland, 
“ including several of a very modern date, precludes the possibility of such an 
“ arrangement. The consequence is, that in some gaols the prisoners sleep two, 
“ and two only, together, contrary to Act of Parliament.” The remedy proposed 
by them for this evil is the use of hammocks, in lieu of, or in addition to 
the present bedsteads. Upon this point, it is to be observed, that a great propor- 
tion of the cells in the gaols of this country have been built prior to the passing of 
the Act alluded to ; and their dimensions have been arranged, and furniture pro- 
vided with a direct view to the accommodation of two prisoners, and two only 
in each : and although every exertion is now making, and has been made since 
the passing of the Act, to comply w ith the terms thereof, by diminishing (in the 
new gaols) the size of some and increasing the size of other cells, and in the old 
cells, by abolishing the large bedsteads, and substituting (where the space will 
admit) three small bedsteads, as well as by placing hammocks in addition to the 
bedsteads, as recommended in the Report, yet notwithstanding these measures, 
and the anxiety which prevails to give full effect to the principles laid down by 
the Legislature, it remains a matter of very serious difficulty, in some of our old 
gaols, to avoid for the present the placing two prisoners in a cell when the gaol 
is crowded. It is also to be recollected, in referring to the Report of Mr. Gurney 
and Mrs. Fry, that their visit to the prisons of Ireland was made at the most 
crowded period of the year, viz. immediately prior to and during the spring cir- 
cuit of the Judges of Assize. We most cordially join in the sound and judicious 
reflections, which follow the observations quoted from the Report, upon the impor- 
tant and beneficial effects produced by the solitary confinement of prisoners during 
the night— an object which is already provided for in the great majority of our 

county 
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county gaols. It is true that the defect complained of was witnessed by our re- 
spected visitors in some prisons of a modern date ; not, however, in plans which 
have been approved since the passing of the Prison Act, consequently, not con- 
trary to Act of Parliament , as the law then stood. 



DISTRICT BRIDEWELLS. 

UPON the subject of these Prisons we have nothing to add to the observa- 
tions made in our Fifth Report under this head. 

The gaols at Baltinglass and Parsonstown continue to be the only bridewells of 
this class which have been appointed within the kingdom, and we have no 
doubt that the discipline of such prisons will produce beneficial effects. To form 
this conclusion, we need only state the fact, that tread-wheels have been esta- 
blished at both of these towns, which enable the Magistrates at quarter-sessions 
to enforce their sentences by this most effectual instrument of hard labour, and 
to bring the example of such punishments within the view of the population of 
the immediate neighbourhood. 

e have, in our Fifth Report, recapitulated the sections of the Prison Act 
which peculiarly relate to District Bridewells, and have pointed out particularly 
the cases which could not legally be detained in prisons of this class ; we therefore 
refer to that Report, pages 8 and 9. 



SMALLER BRIDEWELLS. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the number of Reports which have been made upon; 
the subject of these prisons, we find that a misunderstanding still prevails in some 
parts of the country respecting them. In one instance, during our last tour of 
inspection, in which we represented the insufficient (and consequently illegal) 
state of accommodation in a small bridewell, it was stated, in explanation that 
there was no regular bridewell in the town in question, and that the place of con- 
finement was a mere lock-up house , for the detention of prisoners for one night. 
1 his error we alluded to in our last Report, and we again advert to it, as it has 
occasioned a doubt in the minds of some grand juries whether they could be 
justifiable in abandoning such prisons, and presenting the necessary funds for the 
erection of legally built bridewells. 

The Regulations respecting Bridewells, as established by the Prison Act 
extend to every public prison below the scale of a county or city gaol, house 
of correction, or district bridewell ; and so clear is the Prison Act upon the 
subject, that, lest the general term might not be construed as extending to every 
description of small prison, and thereby a want of accommodation mio-ht be 
justified in any such place of confinement, the Legislature, after enumerating in 
the sixth section various classes of prisons in which a certain accommodation is 
required, have introduced the general words, “ or other prisons in Ireland, of 
what nature or kind soever the same may be thus every doubt is removed' 
and there can be no plea for the continuance of any prison which does not eon- 
tain the requisites which the law points out. It may be necessary also to refer 
to the 91st sec. of the same Act; by that section grand juries are imperatively 
required to make presentments for building one bridewell of competent size in 
every town appropriated for holding quarter sessions, within their respective- 
counties. These sections being taken together, the following points are clearly 
established : — 

1st. — That there shall necessarily be a bridewell in every quarter-sessions 
town. 

2d- That every bridewell, “ or other prison of what nature or kind soever 
the same may be” shall contain the appointed accommodation. 

There can then be no doubt, that it is not only the duty of every grand jury 
to comply with the law as it stands, but of the Government to exercise the powers 
vested in the Lord Lieutenant, by the 90th section, which empowers his Excel 
lency, by warrant published m the Dublin Gazette, to discontinue every prison. 
b8 - "3 deficient. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



10 



deficient in legal accommodation. This measure has been now postponed for a 
sufficient length of time to guard against any bad consequences which might 
have arisen from a hasty exercise of the power, but ought now to be resorted to 
in every instance in which an illegally appointed prison shall be found. 

With respect to the progress made in the building new bridewells, (of which 
there was a general want,) we are happy to be enabled to say, that the work of 
the last year and fnture prospect are most encouraging, although a comparatively 
small number of the new prisons are yet in operation. 

We here present a classification of the bridewells, which (with the detailed 
return in our appendix) will exhibit a full view of the existing state of things :■ — 



ist Class, — Containing sufficient accommodation are 
furnished and in operation - 
2d Class. — New buildings, roofed in 
3d Class. — New buildings, commenced ... 
4th Class. — Ditto - - - money presented 
5th Class. — Insufficient Prisons, no steps taken 



34 Bridewells. 
18 



3 

27 

10 



Total - - 92 



Thus it appears, that the number of these prisons discontinued by the Lord 
Lieutenant’s authority, or by that of the grand juries, have reduced the total 
number to 92 ; of these, the ten insufficient cases, placed in Class 5, are the 
following, viz. Coleraine, Magherafelt, Carrickmacross, Clogher, Cootehill, 
Lisburn, Lurgan, Newtown-Hamilton, Donegal, Letter-Kenny. 

The detail of the other four classes is given in the list of prisons in our 
Appendix. 

The present appearance of the bridewells throughout both the northern and 
sothern districts has naturally led the benevolent reporters to whom we before 
alluded to a conclusion much less favourable than the statement here made. They 
saw the prisons as at present occupied, having but a slight sketch before them of 
progressive or intended improvement, and reported them, (as they appeared,) in 
a very defective state, from the following obvious cause, viz. that we have found 
it expedient not to interfere with the temporary use of the old prisons in those 
towns in which new buildings are in progress, until the prisoners could be 
transferred from the one to the other ; the consequence was, that many of these 
old and condemned bridewells appeared to them as the existing prisons. The 
classification however herein given will, we trust, satisfy his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant that there is a prospect of the completion of the system at no 
distant period. At present, in all the old prisons, the rules of the King’s Bench 
are established, so far as may be practicable ; food and bedding are provided, 
and their quarterly returns regularly kept. 

We have been most anxious to impress upon the grand juries, that we do not 
consider the placing bridewells upon the footing now established has been a 
measure attended by additional expense. In whatever department there is a 
want of system there will be found an uncontrolled and improper expenditure. 
We have seen instances of charges for fuel and straw under the former system 
exceeding in a two-fold degree the present total cost of a bridewell. Miserable 
dungeons for the confinement of prisoners were to be found in houses subject to a 
heavy rent ; an evil which took place to such an extent as has, in some cases, 
rendered the erection of a new prison (on a site granted rent free) a measure of 
economy ; salaries have been appointed at double the amount of the salaries which 
are now recommended or allowed in the new prisons. The actual expense of the 
bridewells of each county is exhibited in a sheet in our Appendix ; in estimating 
which, grand juries are to take into consideration, that for every day’s subsistence 
for which a charge is made in a bridewell the sum is saved in the county gaol. 

With respect to the local inspection and the keepers of bridewells, we shall 
make some observations under the head of “ Officers." We close this chapter 

with 
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with recommending the adoption of county rules for the government of these 
prisons,, in addition to the general “ Rules and Regulations of the Court of King s 
Rench. We have given in our Appendix a copy of those which are established 
by the Hoard of Superintendence of the county of Cork for the regulation of 
their numerous bridewells. 5 

MANOR PRISONS. 

SINCE the period of our last Report the provisions of the Act, 7 Geo IV 
c. 74 , have been carried into effect; and by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s 
warran , published m the Dublin Gazette, all those prisons which came within 
the description to which the 9th section applies, were abolished from the 
1st January 1 827, and are now not in existence; 

madelT.rin? 68 ; 111 Which * he co H >or ? ti , ons ° f ‘owns and lords of franchises have 

kncv I S?"'," rT" ° f the 9 ?,h secti0 "> “d ““Med Ms Excel- 

bv hi Fve 11 ® ; T has b wu P ro,ld ed for, the prisons have been continued 

dfetwmo ? ^ haS b “ n resOTted ^ case of 

the towns of Youghall and Kinsale, and in some of the principal manors. 

LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

r rl ? E P n " cl P a l asylums which existed prior to the establishment of District 
Lunattc Asylums, and upon which we have been in the habit of reporting, were 
the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, for the reception of curable, and that attached to 
the House of Industry in Dublin for the admission of incurable lunatics An 
extemuve asvlurn has also long been established in Cork, connected with the House 
of industry in that city. No alteration has taken place in the two former, which 
continue to be conducted on the best principles. In the asylum at Cork, which 
has always been considered by us as a valuable public institution, many additions 
to the building, and important improvements in the classification of patients, 
have been made with, n the last year. For particulars respecting these esta- 
blishments we refer to our Reports upon them in the Appendix. 

The system of district asylums for the reception of the lunatics of two or more 
counties, under the 1 st and 2d George IV. c. 33, and placed under the Commis- 
sioners of General Control m Dublin, is making rapid progress. At the period 
of our last Report, but one asylum of this class had opened, that at Armagh ■ 
yi'TT at Limerick, being then only m progress, had not received patients’ 
while the buildings at Londonderry and Belfast had not commenced. We have 
now to report that the asylum at Limerick has opened with every prospect of 
success, and that the works are proceeding in Londonderry and Belfast, and are 
in a forward state. (See our Special Reports in tlie Appendix.) 

Although our inspection of the asylums at Armagh and Limerick has been 
highly satisfactory, we are of opinion that some time must elapse before a just 
estimate of the value of the system can be formed. On the first opening of any 
new class of charitable institution for the reception of patients, of whatever 
description, the number of demands made upon it within the first years must 
naturally much exceed what will be the average of future applications. This 
observation particularly applies to an asylum for the reception and cure of lunatics 
the great importance of whose early treatment is fully established and confirmed 
by the short experience at Armagh and Limerick ; the returns of these asylums 
clearly showmg that the cure of the recent cases has been comparatively certain 
while the neglected and delayed subjects are every day found by the officers to 
disappoint the efforts both ot medical and moral care ; such cases are daily 
becoming worse and at length falling into the list of incurable cases, likely to 
occupy the wards of the institution probably during the lives of the patients 
Hence it may be fairly assumed, that of any given number of this last-mentioned 
description now filling tile beds, a great majority, had such an asylum been 
opened some years past, would have been long since found in the return of patients 
recovered and restored to their families and homes ; and that consequently the 
asylums are likely more completely to answer the wants of the count/y in some 
years hence, than they can be now capable of doing. 
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We cannot conclude our observations upon the District Asylums more satis- 
factorily than by extracting the following observations from the report made by 
Mr. Jackson, the intelligent manager of the Armagh asylum, to the local commis- 
sioners of that institution at the close of the last year. 

“ The number recovered might appear small, were it not for the consideration 
“ of the many hopeless cases admitted from the gaols. These were of so long 
“ a standing that little hope, if any, could be entertained of their recovery. All 
“ those restored, except two, were recent cases, a proof of the efficacy of imme- 
“ diate care and proper treatment. Delay in the adoption of the necessary means 
“ often renders hopeless a final cure, and the most precious moments are lost in 
“ vain attempts to conceal or palliate an evil, which, from such weakness, is 
<e hourly gaining ground. 

“ As employment is now generally allowed to be one of the best restoratives, 
“ every means has been used to promote it. Such as are at all capable among 
“ the females are constantly employed at plain work, spinning, See. ; and the 
“ division in which these are most generally carried on is remarkable for its 
“ regularity and cheerfulness. The patients, with few exceptions, seem happy 
“ and grateful. 

“ A few of the male patients have been employed at weaving, and I have every 
“ hope that all the linen for the house consumption will hereafter be produced by 
“ them. 

“ The labour, during this period, in levelling ground, gardening, &c. may be 
“ calculated at 250/. Independent of this sum being saved to the establishment, 
“ the health of the patients has been most materially improved; their daily 
“ exercise producing that (to them most salutary) medicine — Sleep. 2,308 stone 
“ of potatoes have been raised, making a saving in this article of about 30/.’’ 

Mr. Jackson has also expressed his opinion, that if a few more acres were added 
to the ground of the asylum, the cultivation of them would almost supply the food 
of the patients free of expense to the public. 

The district asylums, appointed under the Act, provide for the lunatics of the 
province of Ulster, and for the counties of Limerick, Clare and Kerry, in 
Munster, leaving the whole of the provinces of Leinster and Connaught, with the 
counties of Tipperary and Waterford, without any such provision for their lunatic 
poor. In these two last-mentioned counties, however, humane provision has been 
made in the houses of industry for the reception of the insane of all descriptions ; 
in which the lunatic wards are regulated as well as circumstances will permit. 
They are, however, necessarily devoid of all those peculiar advantages so needful 
to the recovery of the patients, and which are so amply provided in the district 
asylums, viz. 

1st. Moral and religious instruction, — the advantages of which are now 
universally acknowledged as productive of the very best effects in subduing 
excited passions, and “ controlling the imaginations of the insane.” 

2d. Employment, — which is the means principally relied upon by skilful 
moral governors for restoring soundness of mind. 

3d. Classification, — which in the case of lunatics is even more essential 
than in that of prisoners in gaol. 

4th. Moral government, — under persons peculiarly skilled in the treat- 
ment of the insane. 

5th. Exclusive attention of nurses and other persons accustomed to the 
care of the insane, and trained to this particular duty. 

Cth. Separation from all injurious communication. 

These considerations induce us to hope that the necessity of a general adoption 
of the system of district asylums will soon be acknowledged. An institution of 
this class is peculiarly wanted in some central situation in the province of 
Connaught. 

The situation of the idiots so born, and others whose cases are not admissible 
into the district asylums, is a subject which requires serious attention. The state 

of 
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of the individuals of this class is truly deplorable ; the provision made for them 
being wholly inadequate to their wants, both in the counties which are, and those 
which are not, connected with district asylums. If they are placed in houses 
of industry, the intermixture is most injurious to the other classes of the insane, 
and to the paupers confined in such houses. If they are placed in gaols, (which 
is too often the case,) when mixed with the prisoners, it is a system ruinous to 
the interior regulation of the prison, and when separated from them they unavoid- 
ably occupy a most inconvenient portion of accommodation. For these evils there 
appears to be but one remedy, viz. the general extension of the system of district 
asylums, and the addition to that system of some arrangement for the care of idiots 
and incurable maniacs so born. This addition would provide for the uphappy 
sufferers in question at a much cheaper rate than the present cost of their support 
in any other way, and would at once wipe away those stains which will attach to 
the lunatic department so long as the present difficulties remain in disposing of the 
most helpless classes. 

OFFICERS OF GAOLS. 

WE are gratified by observing in the Report of Mr. Gurney and Mrs. Fry 
that these experienced friends to the improvement of prison discipline have 
expressed their approbation of the local inspection peculiar to the gaols of this 
country. 

t “ ‘ s obvious, (say they, page 3,) that nothing is more indispensable to the 
“ or oer and discipline of a prison, and to the welfare of its inmates, than the 
“ frequent inspection and judicious superintendence of persons who are wholly 

independent of the officers resident in the prison itself; such persons are the 
“ local inspectors, and we think it evident, that their almost daily visits to the 
“ prisons, their free and frequent communication with the prisoners, and their 

exercise of an authority independent of that of the governor, have been attended 
“ with the happiest results ; and it is gratifying to observe that the efforts of 
“ the governors of the gaols, and of the local inspectors, are in general com- 
“ bined in a manner agreeable to both parties, for promoting the welfare of these 
ii institutions.” 

We are by no means surprised that the examination of the gaols of Ireland, 
should have impressed upon the mind of an intelligent visitor the value of the 
labours of these officers ; they at present fill a very important place in the system ; 
they virtually discharge, in the greater number of our county gaols, the office of 
moral governor. Much however as the department, under its present circum- 
stances, is indebted to the local inspectors, we yet doubt whether theoretically 
the principle is a good one. The principle of the present system of inspection is, 
in our opinion, calculated to retard an object at which we ought always to aim, 
viz. the raising the character of the very important, arduous and lucrative office 
of the governor of a county gaol ; the salaries of some of whom are (as we should 
w ish to see the salaries of all) such as would (if prejudice can be removed, and 
a few more good examples afforded) command the services of gentlemen of the 
best education ; such persons are the local inspectors, and such we should wish 
to see every governor of a gaol. It cannot be questioned that the office of 
inspector as now constructed, has a tendency to lower the office of governor, the 
duties of which, with a little very practicable regulation, might become perfectly 
unexceptionable to persons of refined habits ; to arrive at this point, however, 
would require a very general co-operation in the persons concerned in the appoint- 
ment of prison officers, particularly between the high sheriffs and grand juries of 
the different counties, and would imply, that no right, either of dismissal or 
appointment, should be asserted, but with the concurrence of the superintending 
magistrates, and with a sole view to promote the interests of the prison ; this point 
can, however, be in a great measure secured by the exercise of the powers vested 
in the grand jury, by the 89th section of the Prison Act. 

In these observations, as relating to the government of gaols, we wish to be 
c early understood as making them generally, without a desire to cast any reflection 
upon the present governors ; on the contrary, we have in our last tour been much 
pleased with the general improvement in the discharge of their duty; some of 
them are gentlemen, answering, in every respect, to the description which we 

' ■ ' C hav§ 
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have given, and many others efficient and valuable officers. The general qualifi- 
cations, however, of the governors of gaols, we have always considered, and 
therefore felt it our duty to report, as being by no means of that class which the 
improved system of prison discipline most loudly calls for, for which defect the 
labours of the local inspectors have afforded, and are likely long to afford, a neces- 
sary compensation. 

It certainly presents a most anomalous feature in the government of a county 
gaol, to see a local inspector not employed in a prescribed surveillance of the 
work of a responsible governor, but himself the practical officer in every branch 
of the duty, but the use of the keys, aided by a nominal governor, who some- 
times receives from three to four times as large a salary as himself, and is devoid 
of every qualification above those necessary in an under-gaoler or turnkey ; but 
although such instances tend to prove, under present circumstances, the value of 
the office of inspector, we shall notwithstanding rejoice in seeing an increase to 
the number of resident governors, so qualified as to be worthy of the entire con- 
fidence of the county in the moral government of the gaol. 

We think it necessary to advert to the great diversity of system established in 
the different gaols with respect to the turnkeys, and we are sorry that we cannot 
by any means make a favourable Report with respect to the general arrangements 
respecting these officers. There are some gratifying exceptions : in the county 
gaols of Cork, Monaghan, Londonderry, Louth, &c. we had much pleasure in 
seeing the department of the turnkeys placed upon an efficient and creditable 
footing. 

We cannot however so well promote improvement in any branch by our com- 
ments upon present defects, as by submitting some rules which might tend to its 
better regulation. We must, however, preface these rules by assuming that the 
turnkeys are subordinate to an efficient governor, and that a false humanity is not 
sacrificing the improvement of the gaol to an inefficient or superannuated gaoler. 
To counteract this one evil, we have seen the whole interior of a prison thrown 
into complete confusion; the duties of turnkeys, schoolmaster, clerk, &c. so 
sacrificed to one evil root, that every subordinate officer was out of his proper 
place, from a vain endeavour to supply the want of an efficient head. The state 
of such a gaol has been exactly such as might have been expected. 

The following Regulations appear to us to be indispensable : 

1st. One turnkey to each thirty male prisoners is requisite to the efficient 
execution of the duty. 

2d. Turnkeys should be invariably lodged in the prison, and as near to 
their particular class as can be contrived. 

3d. They should be clothed in uniform, receiving from the county a suit of 
clothes in each year. 

4th. They should receive a salary not exceeding 40/. nor less than 30/. 
a-year, exclusive of all gaol allowances, except fuel. 

5th. Should they receive no gaol allowances, (which we recommend,) 
10/. a-year should be added to their salary. 

6th. They should be paid by the grand jury, and not by the governor. 
The latter practice opens a door to corrupt apointments, and is in many ways 
most injurious to prison discipline. 

7th. Each turnkey should be appointed to a separate part of the prison— - 
the duties never to be mixed. This system secures efficiency in all. 

8th. They are all to be considered equals in rank and authority, their 
duties being similar but distinct. Should any clerk be employed his office is 
to be separate. 

9th. No person should be appointed to act as under-gaoler, with an autho" 
rity between that of the governor and turnkeys, in any gaol in which less 
than four turnkeys (exclusive of such under-gaoler) are employed. 

10th. They should hold no other office whatever, nor carry on any trade. 

We forbear to point out the particular counties in which the system of the 
turnkeys is conducted in a defective manner. Suffice it to say, that in some cases 

we 
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“ of others. Now, under the care of the visitors, they are regularly instructed, 

« constantly employed, decently clad, and cleanliness and order are prevalent 
« amongst them. The number of returns to the prison is materially diminished, 

“ and many cases have occurred of established reformation in individual prisoners. 

“ Regulations have also been formed under the care of the association, and with 
“ the sanction of Government, for the maintenance of the same order among the 
“ female transports during their voyage to New South Wales, of which the good 
“ effects have been already felt in the colony. The success which attended the 
“ effort thus made for the benefit of the female prisoners in Newgate, soon led 
« to the formation of committees of visiting ladies in connexion with the other 
“ prisons in the Metropolis and other parts of England, and similar good results 
“ have in many places arisen from the attention thus directed, by females, to the 
“ most depraved and afflicted of their own sex. 

“ We are happy to inform the Lord Lieutenant, that long previously to our 
“ visit to Ireland, ladies associations were formed for visiting the female prisoners 
“ in several of the prisons in Dublin, and in those at Dundalk, Armagh, Carlow* 

“ Cork, Clonmel, Galway, Sligo, &c. &c. These associations have produced, in 
“ several places, an extensive improvement among the female criminals in Ireland. 
tt j t was most striking to us, m visiting the gaols, to observe the contrast between 
“ the state of the prisoners visited by ladies, and that of those who enjoyed no 
« suc h privilege. The order, decency and civilization prevalent among the 
it former class, afford an ample evidence of the salutary influence which it is in 
u t h e power of well-educated women to exercise over those degraded and 
it unhappy females. Nor will it be improper for us here to add, that the labours 
tt 0 f t he visiting ladies are greatly assisted by the matrons, who for the most 
tt p art res ide in the prisons, according to the express directions of 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, 
tt an d w ho in general appeared to us to have been selected with both care and 
“ judgment. 

a As it was greatly our desire to add both to the efficacy and to the number 
“ of these associations, (an object in the prosecution of which our efforts were 
tt kindly sanctioned by Government,) we ventured to procure a meeting of ladies 
tt at the Richmond Bridewell soon after our arrival in Dublin, when committees 
“ of visitors were appointed for several of the prisons in that city, and a central 
tt national institution was formed, of which the Marchioness Wellesley undertook 
tt t0 act as patroness, and with the committee of which the associations in different 
“ parts of the country have agreed to correspond. Thus a harmony of effort, 

“ and uniformity of system, will, we trust, be ensured, greatly to the advantage 
“ of the cause in which so many benevolent ladies are found willing to engage. 

tt jn the course of our visits to a considerable proportion of the county gaols, 
“ it was our anxious endeavour to regulate the proceedings of the ladies asso- 
“ ciations already formed, so as to impart an increased efficacy to their useful 
“ efforts ; an end which could only be obtained by a systematic division of labour, 
tt and, through the kindness of our many friends, we were enabled to institute 
“ new associations in several towns ; viz. Trim, Belfast, Carrickfergus, London- 
“ derry, Omagh, Enniskillen, Roscommon, Maryborough, Limerick, Wicklow, 
“ Wexford and Waterford. 

“ And now we may conclude our Report of this part of the subject, by express- 
“ ing our earnest desire that similar institutions may be formed without delay, in 
n connexion with all the remaining county gaols and other principal prisons in 
it Ireland, that the great work of reformation from vice to virtue, from idleness to 
“ industry, and from profaneness to practical religion, may go rapidly forward ; 
“ and that the ladies who engage in these associations may persevere in mam- 
“ taining that zeal, diligence, impartiality and unanimity which can alone be the 
“ means, under the blessing of Providence, of crowning their labours with 
“ success.” 

Since the visit of Mrs. Fry to this country, the Ladies Association in Dublin 
have published a short report, by which it appears that a communication has been 
made by them to every local inspector in Ireland, conveying instructions for the 
formation of local auxiliary societies. (A copy of these instructions we have 
attached to our Appendix.) And we were gratified to find on our last tour, tha^ 
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in several counties not alluded to by Mrs. Fry, associations have been either 
established or revived. 

W e feel that we should not discharge our duty, did we not here notice a subject 
of great importance and delicacy connected with the mode of instruction to be 
afforded to females, as well as to all classes in our gaols, and on which several 
observations are made in the “ Report.” 

It is unnecessary for us to state, that it is the wish of the government, of the 
judges of the King’s Bench, and of the grand juries of the several counties, that 
the mode of instruction to be adopted in gaols should in nowise interfere with 
the religious opinions of any description of prisoners. The Legislature have 
liberally provided for the attendance of a chaplain of every persuasion, which may 
be supposed to occupy our gaols, viz. a chaplain of the Church of England, of 
the Church of Rome, and in every county in which the circumstances of the case 
require it, a chaplain of the Presbyterian persuasion, and it is the duty of every 
board of superintendence to regulate the religious instruction of the prisoners, 
with the concurrence of the chaplains in regard to their respective flocks. A cer- 
tain degree of prejudice being however prevalent in some counties, with respect 
to the religious interference of ladies’ associations, it may be important to state, 
that after the return of Mrs. Fry to England, a meeting of the “ Ladies’ British 
Society” was held ; the subject of the peculiar circumstances of this country was 
taken into consideration, and it was by them recommended to the associations in 
Ireland, to persevere in their attendance on the female prisoners in each gaol, 
whether the reading of the Scriptures may be permitted or prohibited. The 
benefits which arise to the female prisoners from the establishment of ladies’ 
committees are various and important ; they act as a Female Board of Superin- 
tendence, and in many respects in a more efficient way than any other board. 
Amongst the many good effects experienced by the attendance of a ladies’ 
committee, we would enumerate the following : — 

1st. The habits of order and regularity established in the school and work- 
room, and carried home to the families of the prisoners. 

2d. Improvement in the different descriptions of work, which the ladies 
oversee. 

3d. Improvement in reading, which is carried on with more system where 
ladies attend, as well as the instruction conveyed by the reading aloud of 
the ladies, while the matron is employed in superintending the work. 

4th. The cleanliness and uniformity of dress, enforced by the committee. 

5th. Increase and security of earnings, both arising from increased dili- 
gence and skill in their work, and from regularity in the accounts. 

6th. The certainty of an efficient discharge of the duties of the matron and 
female turnkeys, under this Female Board of Superintendence. 

7th. The effect produced upon the minds of disgraced and degraded 
females, by the kindness and countenance of persons of rank and refinement 
of their own sex. No motive or principle can be presented to the female 
mind through any other channel, which has a similar influence ; the con- 
sequence of which is, that it is in the female class, and under committees 
of ladies, that extraordinary instances of prison reformation are to be sought. 
(See Report on County of Cork Gaol, Appendix.) 

9th. The patronage of ladies after discharge from prison. This advan- 
tage has often followed from the connexion formed in the gaol ; patronage 
accompanied by watchful superintendence, the fruits of which have been 
related in several interesting communications made by members of ladies’ 
associations, and the clergy of parishes. 

1 oth. The establishment of houses of “ shelter.” 

“ In Dublin and Cork,” says the Report, “ the ladies who visit the prisons 
“ have formed subsidiary institutions — in Dublin, called the Shelter,’ and in 
“ Cork, the ‘ Refuge for the reception of Females when discharged from Prison.’ 
“ There they are kept involuntary confinement, and under close and judicious 
“ care, until situations can be procured which are likely to ensure their future re- 
“ spectability. The importance of these institutions is very evident, for it too 
c 3 “ often 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



18 SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

“ °f ten happens that the unfortunate female, on her discharge from prison i s u 
“ able to find any friends to protect her, or any situation for her maintenance and 
“ thus almost compelled to revert to her old habits, in direct contrariety t 
“ those virtuous desires which the visitors may have implanted and nurtured.” ° 

The experience of every day is a melancholy practical proof of the justice of 
these latter observations ; the number of houses of refuge and penitentiary 
houses established throughout this country being found wholly disproportioned to 
the urgent demands for admission, which in no case can be accompanied with more 
distressing circumstances than in the case of females discharged from prison ; and 
we trust that the publication of these facts may lead to further exertion in the esta- 
blishment of such humane institutions. 

We have found that the system of the female parts of our gaols is much im- 
proved within the last year. The increase in gaol accommodation and general ap- 
pointment of matrons have occasioned a system of classification, which is an im- 
provement of the most essential nature ; and while the male prisoners are still 
lamentably in want of work, we find a comparatively general and increasing em- 
ployment of the females. 

On the whole, we promise to ourselves, within a very short time, the most suc- 
cessful result from the exertions now made in our female prisons ; and that this 
branch of prison discipline will exhibit the best fruits of a system regulated in 
conformity with the liberal and humane laws relating to prisons in Ireland. 

We cannot close this head without calling to the attention of Boards of Super- 
intendence two points, which we consider indispensable. 

l st. That female prisoners should be attended by female officers alone • in 
urging this point we are only urging what the law requires. 

2d. The regular and uniform clothing of the females.— The private 
clothing of every female prisoner receiving the county allowances should be taken 
from her, washed, marked, labelled, and taken into store, to be returned to 
u *i4 her discharge. To the first class, a prison dress of a better kind 
should be issued, and every article should be worn with a strict attention to 
uniformity. To the second class, a coarser dress is more appropriate. 

MALE SCHOOLS AND LABOUR. 

THE establishment of good schools on the male side of the county gaols 
although in an encouraging state at the period of our Report of the last year, has 
advanced much since that period ; and there are not above one or two prisons 
in Ireland in which a school has not been set on foot. The advantage afforded to 
the prisoners by this most useful provision for their moral and intellectual improve- 
ment are incalculable in our gaols, in which so great a difficulty is found in pro- 
viding employment for the prisoners ; the school not only effecting the direct ob- 
ject of instruction, but rescuing the prisoners from that deplorable” stale of idleness 
which is the parent of every mischief in a gaol. A schoolmaster is in general 
appointed, who either passes from class to class, allotting a certain hour to each 
or receives the classes in turn in an appointed school-room. The men who, on 
their committal, are totally ignorant of letters, are effectually taught to read and 
write, of which we see daily instances on our tours of inspection, and it has been 
most striking to observe the decided improvement in the conduct and tempers of 
those persons who have received the benefit of education, and who are in general 
grateful for it and sensible of its importance. In the county gaol of Cork, a system 
has been established, which works extremely well, viz. to appoint no turnkey who is 
not capable of acting as a schoolmaster, and in that extensive gaol each officer is 
the instructor of his own class. 

The establishment of tread-wheels, which are the principal instruments of 
haul labour, has made considerable progress, although some gaols are still deficient 
in mat respect. 1 he regulations which we submitted to the Boards of Superin- 
tendence for the regulation of the wheel are more attended to. The management 
of the tread-wheels is much improved, and the quantum of labour brought, in somfe 
gaols, to a right standard. At the time of our last Report, the quantum of labour 
' established 
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established in the gaols in which the wheels were at work, was a mockery of the 
sentence to hard labour. We trust that this system will become genera], as there 
"i# ^' a ” t ° f the mems of employment at hard labour in the gaols in 

actaallv det^ A e f n0t b “" erected - “ nd 'be judges and magistrates are 
actually deteired from passing tile sentence to hard labour, (the sentence of all 
others calculated to answer the best ends of justice,) from the defect of means for 
carrying that sentence into effect. (Our regulations for the tread-wheel are inserted 
in the appendix to our Fifth Report.) inserted 

To find useful and profitable employment for the poor prisoners under the 104th 
section of the Prison Act, remains our principal difficulty in the management of 
our county gaols, and we repeat the observation with which we closed our last 
o if°o ’ m ame tha i‘ we d ° ”°‘ hesitate to bear our unqualified testimony, that 
„ * permanent work is not provided for all criminals subjected thereto by law 
every attempt at improvement in prison discipline will end in disappointment.” 

It taDoseTiinonth 0 ’^ n Tf'™'? ‘hat the/®!,- prisoners shall be kept to work. 
It imposes upon the Board of Superintendence, or in their default, (a term implying 
an omission of duty,) on any three justices of the peace, the task of appointing 
suitable work, and requires that the governor shall keep even poor prisoner to the 
work so appointed. It appears then, that no discretionary power remains with 
respect to the propriety or expediency of employing the poor prisoners, but that 
a positive enactment is to be carried into effect. This view of the subject should 
exclude every objection which can be urged against the system of employment 
within a gaol. We, however, feel it right to notice an objection which has had 
a very injurious effect in retarding this great object, viz. that the work is detrimental 
to the public, as the work done by each prisoner lessens the demand for the labour 
ot an individual out of doors. To remove this objection we would urge the follow- 
JKu! 0 ?' dera,1 ? Ils . whmh are, in our minds, conclusive upon the subject, premising 
that the law being imperative, the objection should not have any weight however 
sound it might appear in principle. 8 

1st. The purchase of materials for the work in our gaols is a positive 
advantage to the public. v 

2d. The man now in gaol is soon to be at large, and query, will it be most 
ior the advantage of the public that he should go out accustomed to industry 
and skilled in the means of earning his bread, or that he should return as a 
marauder and burden on society, and be re-committed to live at the nublic 
expense? r 

3 d. Two-thirds of the profits of prison work are applied to the general 
funds of the gaol for the purpose of lessening the charge on the public , for 
tne maintenance of the poor prisoners. 

4 th. The profits, as managed in our gaols, form a small fund, which bv 
affording present support after discharge, prevents the prisoner when’en- 
larged, and before he has arranged his plans, from being hurried bv distress 
into evil courses. J 

5 th. We would offer an opinion, (which we cannot lay down as a princi- 
ple,) that whatever tends to extend and open the field of industry even 
admitting that its present effect may be in some degree injurious (which in 
tlm case we mention we do not admit,) is ultimately advantageous to the 

To encourage the several counties to overcome the difficulty so much com- 
plained of, in procuring work for the prisoners, we would propose the example of 
the Richmond Bridewell in Dublin, the House of Correction of Belfast the Luna 
tic Asylum at Armagh, the gaols at Dundalk and Ennis, and would urge upon 
the Boards of Superintendence not to delay their exertions on this most vital point 
m the management of their prisons. They, as gentlemen acquainted with the 
local circumstances, are the persons best qualified to judge of the most eligible 
works to undertake in them respective counties. The breaking of stones has 
been very generallyadopted and affords the means of employment to a certain 
uxtent, but we should hope to see some more valuable source of manufacture, and 
some permanent source of productive industry discovered. The difficulty is to be 
overcome only by exertion, but there can be no doubt that it is to be overcome • 
c 4 not 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



20 



SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



not, however, in any county in which the regular attendance of the Board of 
Superintendence cannot be depended upon, as it is only by their vigilant care that 
a system of gaol manufacture will be upheld and become profitable for any length 
of time. To effect this is an object of great importance— the accomplishment of 
which, by a spirited and successful effort, would produce infinite good in the way 
of example, in addition to the immediate good effect upon the prisoners of the 
particular county in which the effort was made. 

PRISON DRESSES. 

AS we are of opinion that a mistaken view of the Prison Act is very generally 
taken with respect to prison dresses, we are induced to offer some explanation on 
the subject, this being the only one of the allowances provided by the Legis- 
lature with which prisoners are not strictly supplied. In a very few of our gaols 
is a general system of prison clothing extended beyond the female class ; in the 
great majority of prisons, the view taken of the 76th section of the Prison Act, is 
that the grand jury are thereby required to present money to supply prison 
dresses to such prisoners “ as shall stand in need of such assistance,’' and the con- 
struction put upon these words is, that if a prisoner be in absolute want of any 
one of the articles of clothing specified in the schedule (section 78,) it is incum- 
bent upon the grand jury to supply that article, and to meet this supply the local 
inspector is provided with a certain number of the different articles of clothing. 

In several of the gaols, we are concerned to state that the prisoners are not 
supplied in any way, and consequently are in many instances in a very objection- 
able state of nakedness, and particularly in want of shoes, an article peculiarly 
necessary to persons who live comparatively without exercise, and who stand upon 
flagged floors. The most common course however which is taken is the middle 
course of supplying occasional articles, and to that system therefore we shall apply 
our observations. 

The words “ as shall stand in need of such assistance," are certainly to be found 
in the section alluded to ; but it will be seen by reference to that section, that these 
words do not relate exclusively to “ prison dresses,” but apply equally to “ food, 
bedding,” &c. These words then are to be construed as words defining what is 
denominated in the 82d section, “ a poor prisoner within the meaning of this 
Act,” who, as such, is subject to “ all rules and regulations hereinafter provided in 
that behalf as poor prisoners then, standing in need of and receiving public sup- 
port, they are made liable to work (section 104,) and as poor prisoners they are, 
on the other hand, entitled to the various supplies to be provided for those who 
stand in need of them, and which are detailed without distinction in the 76th sec- 
tion, viz . food, fuel, prison dresses, &c. &c. the words, “such as stand in need 
thereof,” being the general terms descriptive of a poor prisoner under the Act, and 
having equal reference to all manner of supplies mentioned in the preceding part 
of the section. 

It appears to us, on this construction of the Act, that poor prisoners are entitled 
to prison dresses. We conceive, that if the system is well managed, the compli- 
ance with the Act will be attended with very little expense additional to that which 
will attend the middle course, if all deficient articles, including shoes, are strictly 
supplied ; and it is clear that the additional expense will be repaid tenfold by the 
increased degree of order, cleanliness, and discipline arising from the issue of an 
uniform dress. 

The law thus acted upon will appear to be founded upon true principles of 
justice. We suppose the case of a prisoner confined for a considerable length of 
time and ultimately acquitted : at the time of his committal he possessed a good 
suit of clothes, during his confinement his family are deprived of their means of 
support ; at the end of that period he is discharged, sent out of gaol in rags, and 
obliged to purchase a new suit of clothes before he is placed in the same circum- 
stances in which he stood at the time of his committal ; this surely is not just. Or, 
suppose that the clothing of the gaol is issued to a prisoner after his own clothing 
has been worn out, instead of being issued on his committal ; in such a case he is 
on his discharge placed in the painful situation of being obliged to return home 
with the stigma of a prison dress ; tips is equally a hardship. We have taken out 

example 
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example from the class of persons not convicted, as we find the clothing more 
particularly withheld from the untried ; all these inconveniences are completely 
avoided by adhering to the spirit, and, what we conceive to be, the fair construction 
of the law. 

When a prisoner is on committal placed on the list of those entitled to receive 
public allowances, his private clothing should at once be taken from him, washed, 
(if necessary,) labelled, and placed in store to be returned on his discharge, and 
a suit of prison clothing should be issued, consisting of the articles enumerated 
in the 78th section of the Act. This system we conceive essential to the perfect 
regulation of a prison, and to the correct fulfilment of the provisions of the Act, and 
we are particularly anxious to forward it, as the want of a regular supply of 
dresses is the most striking defect still remaining in our good county gaols ; it is 
the only subject upon which (with a very few exceptions) we have, on our last 
tour, been addressed by the prisoners in the language of complaint, and upon 
this subject the complaints have been very frequent, and in many instances very 
well founded. 

We think it right to advert to a point connected with this subject, upon which 
a question has been raised, viz. whether the Boards of Superintendence have 
a power to compel a prisoner to wear the clothing of the gaol, contrary to his 
own wish. In determining this point we must again recur to the principle which 
has been laid down, that the prison dress in every respect stands upon the same 
footing with the other items in the list of supplies to be provided for poor 
prisoners ; and we would ask, can a poor prisoner insist on introducing private 
additions to the diet of the gaol? can he introduce his own furniture— his own 
bedding? Surely not; and if he can be legally subjected to control in these 
particulars, how can there be a doubt but that the same control can be exercised 
with respect to the introduction of his own clothes ? 

We close the subject of dresses with regretting, that on our last tour we met 
with one remaining instance of the issue of -party coloured clothing. In a former 
Report we stated our opinion upon this practice, so entirely at variance with 
every just view of prison discipline, and we trust that it will entirely cease before 
the period for another report. Without repeating our observations, we may 
reasonably assume that a system of clothing, which in England is considered so 
objectionable in principle as to be now prohibited by Act of Parliament, except in 
the case of convicted felons, cannot be defended or considered expedient in this 
country. 



DUBLIN PRISONS. 

NEWGATE. 

WE should not have thought it necessary in this place to make any allusion to 
the gaols of the metropolis, (our Reports upon which respectively will be seen by 
reference to our Appendix,) did we not feel ourselves called upon by the continued 
miserable state of Newgate, and the distant prospect of the only effectual remedy, 
to enter our protest against a system which involves the total violation of the 
enactments of the Legislature, and of every principle of prison discipline, and to 
enter that protest in the most prominent part of our Report, viz. in “ the General 
“ Statement of the progress of Prison Discipline,” required from us by the Act 
7 Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 55. In making the following observations we would, how- 
ever, desire to be understood as directing them entirely against defects which 
arise from the want of a sufficient prison, and not as intending to cast any reflec- 
tion upon the officers of Newgate, by whom the gaol is kept in a state surprisingly 
healthy and cleanly, under the lamentable disadvantages with which they have to 
contend. 

In our last observations upon the subject of Newgate, (Fifth Report, printed 
by order of the House of Commons, page 1 9,) we concluded by expressing our 
hope that before the present period “ some progress would be made towards 
“ affording a sufficient gaol for the city of Dublin.” Conceiving that we had 
good grounds for entertaining that hope, we refrained from making those obser- 
vations upon the state of the gaol which we are always anxious to avoid. 

68 . D Nothing, 
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Nothing, however, has since occurred to realize our expectations, and a prosnp 
ot a new gaol appears to be more distant than ever. We therefore feel that 
ought not to present another Report to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with<Tt 
referring to and repeating what we have before stated, (Fourth Report, page i q\ 
and thus discharging ourselves from any participation in the responsibility whir-h 
attaches to this serious national evil. J 

From the conspicuous place which the gaol of Newgate holds among the 
prisons of Ireland, the mischiefs attending it are not confined within its own 
walls, but produce injurious effects throughout the department in general, both by 
the disadvantages which arise to the character of our system of prison discipline 
and also by the contagion of a bad and too influential example. With respect to 
the character of the department, while we feel that the praiseworthy exertions 
of the different counties, and striking improvement effected within a few years, 
would entitle the gaols of Ireland to general approbation, Newgate presents to 
every intelligent visitor to this country, in the foreground of the whole, a blot 
which meets the eye on their first arrival, and cannot fail to create an unfavourable 
prejudice, as injurious as it is unmerited, against the system ; that this has actually 
occurred, appears by many reports, both private and public, which have been 
printed, and which are too well known to need particular reference ; nor do we 
speak without proof, with respect to the injurious effects of the example The 
governors of gaols from the different parts of the country, are frequently called to 
Dublin in the discharge of their official duties; they are naturally in the habit of 
visiting this prison and examining how far the gaol of the metropolis exhibits 
a practical exemplification of the principles laid down by the Legislature, and 
inculcated in their respective county gaols; the effects produced upon these 
officers by the scenes presented in Newgate, are in every way injurious : they tend 
to confirm negligent and inefficient governors in their bad habits, and in the case of 
better officers, so to satisfy them as to the state of their own gaols, that our exertions 
tor their improvement have been thereby much embarrassed, if not opposed. 

In the regulation of the Richmond Bridewell, (an establishment which reflects 
credit on this city,) the defects of Newgate are felt. In the distribution of the 
classes of prisoners under the Lord Lieutenant’s proclamation, the number allotted 
to the bridewell unavoidably amounts to an average of three, sometimes four 
prisoners to each cell. This is a consequence of the want of accommodation in 
Newgate— a consequence most injurious to this prison. Richmond Bridewell is the 
prison selected for the reception of males and females sentenced within the city of 
Dublin to the longest periods of imprisonment, consequently it is that prison 
belonging to the metropolis in which alone there can be a favourable opportunity 
of bringing into operation the penitentiary system, and of trying for any length of 
time the effects of instruction, and other means of moral reformation. A steady 
system of employment is with this view established, and much attention paid (par- 
ticularly on the female side) to the improvement of the inmates. To give effect 
to such a system, solitary sleeping cells are almost indispensable, it beino- most 
important that a day of industry and instruction should be followed by a night of 
solitude and reflection; on the contrary, when, as in the Richmond bridewell fin 
its present crowded state,) several persons sleep together, the industrious habits 
and virtuous impressions received during the day, are in all probability obliterated 
by evil communication in the crowded cell by night, where all the powers of con- 
tempt and ridicule are brought forward by the most hardened inmates, to contrast 
the steady but moderate advantages of industry with the sudden gains of plunder 
and to crush the good feeling which may begin to influence the minds of his less 
depraved companions. The correct classification of the bridewell has also been 
interrupted by the want of accommodation in Newgate, which has introduced 
a number of persons sentenced to very short imprisonment, contrary to the terms 
ot me proclamations issued in October and December 1822. 

The details of the accommodation in Newgate have been so often published, 
that it is unnecessary again to enter into them; suffice it to say, that the gaol is 
totally inadequate to carry into effect the provisions of the Prison Act ; it contains 
sixty-four cells to receive an average of three hundred (sometimes four hundred) 
prisoners; to these are annexed day rooms, in which the numbers confined,' 
without any regard to order can scarcely be contained ; four yards, each not 
exceeding m extent fifty-five feet by thirty-five ; and such is the consequent state 
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of disorder, that much damage has been lately done by the prisoners to their 
miserable apartments. The grand jury are afraid to intrust prison dresses, from 
the certainty of their being wilfully destroyed, (a melancholy specimen of the 
moral effects of such a prison,) and thus, perhaps from necessity, but clearly in 
violation of the law, the prisoners are left in a condition revolting to humanity 
and to decency, and are consequently clamorous in their complaints to any 
visitor who may enter their classes. On the last day of inspection, one of the 
convicts was entirely naked ; the officer of the class had lent to him one of the 
gaol blankets as his only covering : it is scarcely necessary to say, that the male 
prisoners are in a state of total idleness. 

In the session of 1826, this subject was brought under the consideration of 
Parliament ; and in consequence of a special report called for by government, and 
made by us, dated 7th March in that year, a sum of 10,000 1 . was voted for the 
purpose of commencing the necessary arrangements connected with this import- 
ant work. This money has not been applied, and since that period no steps have 
been taken upon the subject of Newgate ; but we trust that before another year 
shall pass over, we may have the satisfaction of seeing that some encouraging 
progress has been made towards the accomplishment of what we must consider a 
great national object. 

RICHMOND GENERAL PENITENTIARY. 

IN commencing our observations on this important public establishment, we 
are to account for having omitted to include the Richmond General Penitentiary 
in our Report of the last year. J 

In the month of June 1 82C, we, in conjunction with Mr. Sealy Townsend, 
king’s counsel, were appointed by the command of the Lord Lieutenant to act 
as commissioners in an inquiry into certain charges contained in a memorial from 
several persons late prisoners in that institution, addressed to the most Rev. Dr. 
Murray, and presented to his Excellency by him. From the extended nature of 
the investigation which we were directed to make, the interior state and discipline 
of the penitentiary were so necessarily brought before us, that we considered 
the Report made upon an inquiry carried on for thirty-nine days of actual sitting, 
as calculated to convey our sentiments in the fullest manner, at once affording to 
government the most satisfactory information, and charging upon us the most 
serious responsibility. This Report was made in the month of November, and 
as our fifth Report was completed during the period when that of the Commis- 
sioners was under the consideration of the Lord Lieutenant, we considered it not 
only as unnecessary, but rather as calculated to confuse and embarrass the subject 
to lay before his Excellency any other report upon the Penitentiary. 

The Report of the Commissioners being printed by order of the House of 
Commons, and having consequently equal publicity with our annual reports we 
need not here repeat any matters contained therein. We shall, therefore, only 
refer to an observation made at the close of that Report, in order to set in a clearer 
point of view the subject of the following remarks. At the close of that Report 
we could not avoid observing, that “ when we considered how entirely the esta- 
“ blishment was left to the governor, without any person to aid his judgment or 
“ divide his responsibility, we could not avoid feeling for his situation, °and that 
“ aU . wllich we had heard or seen led to this conclusion, that such a state of 
“ things ought not now to be longer continued ; that the governor was subject to 
“ a responsibility quite too heavy for any individual; that rules ought to be 
“ established, so defined that nothing would then remain to the governor but to 
“ proceed within the limits prescribed to him.” 

In pursuance of this suggestion, the Lord Lieutenant was pleased to approve 
a system of rules and regulations, prepared by his Excellency's command, for the 
iuture government of the penitentiary, which embrace all the leading topics con- 
nected with the patronage and discipline of the institution, the employment and 
instruction of the prisoners, and the several other branches of the establishment. 

In the introduction of the system founded on these rules, we are sensible that 
the penitentiary was placed under very disadvantageous and unfavourable circum- 
D 2 stances. 
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stances. It could not be supposed that an inquiry, involving subjects not only of 
the greatest importance but of a character of peculiar delicacy — that charges 
however unfounded, directed against the governor, and the internal regulations of 
the institution, and supported by evidence sought for among the very subjects of 
his government, — -it could not be supposed, that such proceedings should close 
without leaving some traces behind, and exhibiting, for a certain time, the inju- 
rious consequences which must ever attend the excitement of angry feeling 

feelings which, if not checked, could not fail to produce effects ruinous to any 
public establishment, and in a tenfold degree militating against the principles of 
the penitentiary system. If, on a former occasion, we were led to express our 
feeling for the governor, we may surely do the same under his present circum- 
stances, when called upon, under the new regulations, to enter upon a more 
circumscribed, though safer, field of duty, in a scene of excitement and division. 
We had however hoped, that the good sense and influence of the governor, as 
well as the confidence in all parties concerned that strict and impartial justice 
had been done respecting the past, and the best guards had been secured for the 
future, would have allayed such feelings, and that the rules would have been 
carried into effect with union and harmony, and with the zealous co-operation of 
all ranks. Such having been our hope, we cannot but deeply lament that the 
state of the penitentiary, as we have lately observed it, and found it on the days 
of our annual inspection, has realized no such expectation, but, on the contrary, 
it appeared too evident that a spirit of discord still exists, with its train of evil 
consequences and impediments to the success of the great objects of the peniten- 
tiary. This root of evil, if not eradicated, must inevitably so injure the discipline 
of the institution, and impede the reformation of the prisoners, as wholly to defeat 
the intentions of the Legislature in its establishment. No specific charges having 
been brought before us, we are not furnished with the means of judging, much 
less of reporting, upon the degree of blame attachable to any individual from the 
head of the department to the prisoners, whose minds, instead of being improved 
by those soothing influences which should flow from true penitentiary treatment, . 
are still disturbed and agitated by suspicions and jealousies, particularly those of 
a religious kind. Indeed it is not our wish to attach blame ; we would rather 
hope, that so far as we may feel a want of cordiality on the part of the governor 
in establishing }he recent change in the system, such want is to be attributed to 
a morbid degree of sensitiveness in an upright mind, under a sense of supposed 
wrong, which will yield to more calm reflection ; and that his exertions, aided 
by the other officers, will still restore that harmony without which no rules and 
regulations can avail, and which alone can be a firm groundwork for subordination 
and reformation among the convicts. At present the wards of the penitentiary 
exhibit no such fruits ; nor can it be otherwise while the effect of example is (for 
a time at least) lost by want of friendly intercourse and mutual confidence among 
the officers : the effect of discipline lost by want of co-operation, the fear of 
punishment lost in the suspicion (however unfounded) of partiality or injustice, 
the mind of the governor diverted from the proper objects of his attention, and 
engrossed in a protracted correspondence on subjects arising wholly out of 
a feeling that he is not supported, while the other officers are dissatisfied 
with his conduct towards them. Although we wholly attribute these evils 
to false impressions, we are yet reluctantly called upon to put them forward, 
as we see no hope of a remedy sufficiently strong to justify their suppression! 
The governor does not indeed, under his present feelings, encourage us to 
indulge such a hope ; his present views of the state and effects of the peniten- 
tiary are these, that in the case of half the number of male convicts now 
confined, it would be really expedient and beneficial to enforce the sentence 
of transportation ; that the only good which is effected during the period of con- 
finement is that which takes place in the first stage of progress, viz. in the most 
restrained class ; in this class, and in this alone, the governor states that the 
convicts are subordinate and well conducted: after they are advanced to the 
higher classes, in which more liberty is enjoyed, he represents them as becoming 
insubordinate and unruly. This fact, if it can be relied upon as any thing more 
than a temporary effect produced by circumstances, would be to our minds a proof 
that no real good is done in any class, and that the lower class, being the most 
overawed by restrictions, are the least enabled to exhibit their real character. If 
such were to be considered the ordinary fruits of the system, the sooner it was 

abandoned 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



2 5 



ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 

abandoned the better would it be for the country. If the fact is stated to prove 
the necessity of a longer confinement in the lower class, it would go to support 
a general principle against which we should enter onr protest, viz. that it is on 
the punitive and not on the reforming character of prison discipline that its good 
effect principally rests ; this principle we oppose in the case of common gaols. 
We refer upon this point to the observations made by us (in our Third Report 
printed, by order of the House of Commons, June 27, 1825, page 14,) on a pub- 
lication which had recently appeared from a most respectable quarter • and what- 
ever difference of opinion may exist upon this principle in reference to common 
gaols, there surely cannot be a doubt, that if the principle was established against 
our view (which we trust it never can be), the penitentiary system would become, 
if not an injurious at least a most unmeaning institution : r formation is the object 
set forth in the Act of Parliament, upon which the warrants of committal to a peni- 
tentiary are founded, and it requires but little acquaintance with the human mind 
to know that it is not by a warfare with all the malignant passions of the most 
depraved of mankind, but by drawing out and cultivating those seeds of virtuous 
teelmg which m all probability no means were ever before used to elicit, that the 
work of reformation can succeed. 

There cannot be a question that it would not be expedient to continue the peni- 
tentiary system in Ireland on its present footing; and we have therefore thought 
it our duty thus fully to submit our views to the consideration of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant. 3 

If we may entertain a hope that the present state of feeling will subside, which 
the governor ought, in our opinion, to find it not a difficult task to accomplish, 
and that the system is to be persevered in, we should respectfully recommend an 
immediate attention to the suggestion contained in our Fourth Report, page 1 2 
which we here transcribe : — 

“ The present governor, Mr. Rowan, has suggested a plan by which govern- 
“ ment may be enabled, by additions to the present building, to extend the accom- 
•“ modation to upwards of 400 prisoners, and he has also prepared an estimate, 
from which it appears that this object may be effected at an expense of less than 
15,000/. As the additional number of officers which this extension would 
require would bear no proportion to the increased number of convicts, the rate 
“ per head at which each would be instructed and maintained would conse- 
‘‘ qucntly be very materially reduced to the extent, according to the governor’s 
“ calculation, of from fifty to sixty per cent. Under these circumstances we 
cannot hesitate to urge the immediate execution of the proposed plan of 
** enlargement.” 

We consider that the present numbers confined in the penitentiary (66 males, 
and 89 females, which exceed the average number) are so small, as neither to 
afford a sufficiently extensive field of usefulness nor to justify the expenditure - 
the annual sum of 6,000/. and upwards, as well as the occupation of a building 
of so great extent, being, with the present numbers, a sacrifice of cost and of 
accommodation disproportioned to the object. We therefore do not hesitate to 
recommend the adoption of either alternative, either to give a new impulse to 
the penitentiary system, by extending the accommodation to the numbers proposed 
by Mr. Rowan, or to abandon the system altogether. 

Having made the foregoing observations upon the state of feeling which at 
this time unhappily pervades the penitentiary, we are not surprised to trace its 
effects on the interior as compared with that high state of cleanliness and order 
in which we had been accustomed to see it, or to observe that the institution has 
fallen considerably from the distinguished rank which in those respects it held ; 
and although w'e should not be justified in expressing decided disapprobation, we 
cannot speak of it in former terms of praise. 

In the important branch of Employment of the Convicts , we found that the most 
profitable trades, which would best afford future means of earning a livelihood, viz. 
those of carpenters, tailors, shoemakers, &c. had been abandoned, principally on 
the ground that jealousies had been excited by the selection of individuals to 
those advantageous occupations ; a circumstance injurious to the penitentiary, in 
cutting off a most useful branch, the necessity for which (the selection havino- 
D 3 been 



Printejd image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




26 



SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



been doubtless impartial and judicious) must be considered as arising wholly 
out of those elements of discord which distract the system, and which we think 
might by judicious management be easily removed. 

With respect to the profits on weaving, now the principal employment on the 
male side, much discontent was expressed by the prisoners, both as to the incon- 
siderable amount and unequal distribution of their earnings. On this point, it is 
to be remarked, that the scale of earnings is regulated in proportion to work done, 
which is the fairest principle that can be established, and also that every convict 
receives more than his right, as none are by law entitled to claim remuneration 
for that labour to which they are sentenced as a punishment. Surely then the 
prisoners ought to be impressed with a feeling of gratitude for emoluments 
gratuitously afforded to them, and they naturally would be so, if some bad feeling 
did not (however unjustly) prevent that entire confidence in officers, with which 
every well-governed man ought to be inspired. 

The governor pointed out to us that the present state of the solitary cells renders 
them unfit for use, and that po steps have been taken to build the new cells, of 
which a plan has been approved. He also represents the sleeping rooms in the 
upper class, which contain four beds in each, as impeding a good system of 
discipline ; the discontinuance of these dormitories, and establishment of solitary 
night-cells, is however included in the alterations proposed by Mr. Rowan, and 
before alluded to in an extract from our Fourth Report. 

The present state of school instruction we cannot consider as satisfactory; 
writing being unattempted, (which, with arithmetic, is taught effectually in common 
gaols,) and the hours of attendance being insufficient. We find, on inquiry, that 
it is not practicable, at this season of the year, to add to the time now allotted by 
the schoolmaster to each class. We should, therefore, much recommend the 
adoption of a plan which has been acted upon with effect in the large county gaol 
of Cork ; viz. that no warder should be appointed who is not qualified to instruct 
his own division in reading and writing, and that each warder should undertake 
that duty. Upon this subject we have consulted with the governor, who approves 
the suggestion, but observes, that it can be introduced but gradually, as the 
classes can be respectively supplied with competent teachers. The system has 
also been approved by the resident chaplain, the Reverend Mr. Higgen, by 
whose co-operation in the establishment of the new regulations we have been much 
gratified and assisted, and whose character and conduct have merited our appro- 
bation since our first acquaintance with the penitentiary. 

We are anxious, in conclusion, and in the retrospect of the affairs of this 
institution, from the appointment of Mr. Rowan to the period of the investigation 
by Commissioners, to bear our testimony to his zeal, talent and integrity, and we 
would venture, as sincere well-wishers, to urge him to allow those valuable quali- 
fications to fall into a right channel ; to apply himself to a cordial endeavour to 
heal those wounds under which the system is suffering, and must otherwise ulti- 
ultimately sink, and to engage heartily in the duties of his situation, under 
the rules now established for his guidance. These rules are well calcu- 
lated to effect many important objects ; they give to the system that de- 
fined character and publicity which is given to that of other prisons by the 
detailed provisions of an Act of Parliament, and thus satisfy public opinion; 
they afford guidance and direction to the governor, and consequently give 
decision and confidence to his acts ; they protect him by an appeal in such cases 
as cannot, with prudence, be left to the uncontrolled power or undivided respon- 
sibility of any governor, while on the other hand they fully invest him with “ a 
“ general superintendence and control” over the institution, empowering him to 
make “ such internal regulations as he shall judge proper for the discipline and 

management of all its departments, provided that they shall not in any way 
“ interfere with the established rules.” Were we to enter upon the government 
of thg Richmond Penitentiary, we should consider the recent alteration in the 
system as being to us a relief from painful responsibility, and a real source of pro- 
tection and security. 
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APPENDIX. 

Fon» of REPORT of the Inspire, General, made on hie Inspection of the Gao. 
prior lo 1st February 182 . 



Enactments of 7 Geo. IV. c.74, s , 55 . 

[». B.-Th. Sections of the Ac. fan, .the .Queries be reported „p„„._Opp„,ite each is left 
Sect. P ace > headed “ How carried into effect.”] 

mor^rlS pers a o P »T”‘„e a ° f f M I le “ th “ <%h< and not _ , 

(one being a justice of the peacefto fomTotirei * hl “ ° f 'vhom f 

to the board of superintendence the monies to be raised und^thW em P°' veredto present v P ort , 

reasonable sums to ■ defray the expenses of the gaoL thlS Act ' and to advance an y 

• 3 -~ Powers of board of superintendence to visit all gaols, to examine intn «.„• . * 

into the conduct of the officers. “ e into their state, and 

i 4 ~dti <*• - 

boL„vr;i d dtr ; membets of th “ 

6 10 be 

2. Felons convicted. 

3. Misdemeanants, ditto. 

4. Felons untried. 

5. Misdemeanants ditto, and want of sureties 
0. King s evidence. 

Separate infirmaries for two sexes. 

Baths or bathing tubs in places best adapted for the use of the different rlss.„ 

^epajte common halls, yards, and privies for the different ““^tTaupply of 

Separate cells for prisoners, and some cells to be provided with three beds or ™ 

Two male prisoners only, never to be lodged together or m0 ™- 

Booms tor labour and industry. 

Cells for solitary confinement. 

di.""''*''*' ' ,i,h '“f** ** ”->1™ »d females, and for different 

57.— Gaolers to transmit yearly returns according to the Schedule (E ) 

59 ---Inspectors general empowered to examine persons on oath resneetino- r • ,■ 
of gaols, and to report to the Lord Lieutenant, &c. respecting the discipline 

62.-B°ok of observations and visits of officers to be kept in the gaol. 

05 & 0. Duties of local inspector, &c. 

annual returns of that office^L C ' 0Wn ^ ‘ he i0CaI ins P eotor - and 

chaplains to the gaol, to be approved by the courtrfTsiae 08 

parochial clergy. e ’ anc * preference to be given to 

6 9 - — Duty of chaplains: 

To read prayers on Sundays. 

To visit the prison twice in everv week and tn 

To attend malefactors condemned to death every prisoner. 

"SISSXSS'S--, . 

» -R'“n E t eS s t riea ° f cbaplains ' " hich ” e 

^Sustenance ordered by physician, , 0 he procured under order of the board of superinten- 
No apShecar^revidtag' 

D 4 76. — Regulate* 
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Sect. 

Form of 76. — Regulates presentments for fuel, prison dresses, and beds, &c. 

Report. Money presented for these purposes, to be paid to contractors. 
v ’ 78. — Articles of bedding and prison dresses. 

79. — Contractors to account on oath. 

80. — Contracts to be made with the clerk of the peace. 

81. — Penalty on grand juror or inspector being concerned in contracts. 

82. — Poor prisoners not to receive any provisions in addition to the allowance of the 
gaoL 

83. Debtors confined for a sum under 10Z. to receive an allowance from their creditors 

of 2 s. 6d. per week, by order of the court. 

__I nS p ec tors general to prepare dietary tables, to be approved by the court of 
King’s Bench, to be hung up in a conspicuous part of the common hall. ' 

85. — Form of dietary account, schedule A. 

87. — Inspectors general to supply deficient bedding, dresses. See. for the fixed esta- 
blishment of each gaol, according to the forms in schedule B. and C. 

Collectors of excise to advance the cost of purchasing the same. 

88. — Grand juries to appoint matrons. 

Matrons to receive a salary approved by the court of assize. 

89. — Authorizes the appropriation of part of the gaol as a house of correction. 

Exempt from the responsibility of the sheriff. 

A governor to be appointed by the grand jury. 

q(J, — P ersons committed by local jurisdictions, to be confined in county gaol, 
gg, — Regulates the payment of expense of male prisoners by the local jurisdiction. 

100. — Persons committed within a county of a city or town, to be confined in the 
county gaol by order of the Lord Lieutenant. 

104. — Poor prisoners to be kept to such work as shall be appointed by the grand jury or 
Board of Superintendence. 

105. — Prisoners before trial, and not being poor prisoners, may be employed, with their 
own consent, and to receive such allowance as the board of superintendence may appoint. 

Such employment not to interfere with classification. 

106. — Regulates the providing teachers, books, materials, tools, &c. 

107. — Poor prisoners to receive one third of their profit, if any arise. — This clause does 
not extend to persons sentenced to hard labour. 

108. — Keepers return of hard labour, according to schedule F., to be made at every 
assizes. 

109. — Twenty-four rules for the regulation of county gaols. 

Local inspector to report, on oath, on the state of the prison, to the judge at every 
assizes, inserting a copy of these rules, and his special report on the execution of each. 
(Rules 14 and 24.) 

HO. — Penalty on conveying spirituous liquors into prisons. 

in. — Allowance made to defray the expenses to their places of abode or of honest 
employment of discharged prisoners, not having the means to pay for the same. 

112. — Court of King’s Bench empowered to make rules and regulations, whether 
temporary or permanent. 

Also by a summary order to dismiss officers guilty of misconduct or disobedience to 
the same. 

Officers so dismissed, not re-eligible to other offices. 

113.. — Officers to attend and answer all inquiries of the Board of Superintendence. 

117. —Regulates the issue of clothing to convicts sentenced to transportation. 

137. — Notice of abolition of fees to be posted in every gaol. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

Average establishment of the gaol, (sect. 87.) Number of re-committals. 

Number of single cells. Description of hard labour. 

Number of other apartments with beds. Do. Work of poor prisoners. 

Number of beds in do. Do. Females. 

Total criminal committals in the year. 



Here follow the general observations which are a copy of the Report to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, pursuant to 7th Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 56. 
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DUBLIN DISTRICT. 



Kilmainham Gao/. 

W E are / gain , e . nab ' ed to make a favourable Report upon the cleanliness? general order, 
, f . dnc } regulation of this gaol; but are still under the necessity of pointing out those 
rn t Al 3t ™ct«re and accommodations of the prison, which" place it comparatively 

much below the rank of our best county gaols. The size and number of the cells oblige 
the governor to place two male prisoners only in one cell, and the defects of the gaol a°e 
most striking in the want of good day-rooms, work-rooms, infirmaries, separate female 
prison, glazed windows. Sec. & c. The solitary cells are also deficient, in having no means 
ot introducing warm air— they are consequently, in severe weather, unfit to admit of that 
continuance of prisoners in solitary confinement which would be necessary to the discipline 
ot the o-aol, and to give effect to the powers vested in the governor by the loqth section 
ot the rnson Act. 

The flagging of the yards has been completed since our last inspection, which has been 
a most material improvement, and the sewers of the prison and water-pipes have been put 
into complete order. r 

The female class are conducted with much care. The women are clothed according to 
law, instructed, and kept to work at needlework, making prison dresses, and washing • 
they are separated into three classes, one class containing the females who have been 
re-committed ; the other classes are divided according to general character and conduct. 
S“ a8S are emp 0yed in the laundr y- which is well fitted up with boiler, washing- 

The attention paid to the male school is also very creditable to the local inspector and 
othcers connected with it. The classes are successively brought to the chapel, in which 
desks are faxed for writing, and the progress of the prisoners is very satisfactory. The 
advantages of a good school cannot be too highly estimated, when instruction is combined 
with moral improvement ; this can only be accomplished where that parent of all mischief 
idleness, with its necessary consequence, evil communication, is guarded against by the 
constant employment of the prisoners. In this most important particular,°the prison at 
Kilmainham is entirely deficient. The sentence to “ hard labour” is nugatory, as the 
tread-wheel, which was the only means of carrying that sentence into effect in this gaol is 
totally out of order and useless ; and with respect to the work to be appointed for the 
male poor prisoners, under the 104th section of the Prison Act, there have been no steps 
taken for several years. To this important subject we would desire to call the particular 
attention ot the Board of Superintendence : it is the turning point upon which the cha- 
racter of a county gaol will depend— and we do not hesitate to say that we can see no 
good likely to arise from the acquirements gained in the school, if the principles and habits 
formed out of school are calculated to turn those acquirements into instruments of mischief, 
lfae exertions made in the several counties within a few years, have nearly attained the 
object of introducing order and cleanliness into all the county gaols, and schools are almost 
universal. The great object which remains unprovided for, is the indispensable one finding 
employment for the prisoners, and those counties alone will promote the essential objects of 
prison discipline who exhibit in their gaols that scene which cannot be impracticable, as it 
has been effectually accomplished in some gaols. 

We are of opinion that the grand jury of the county of Dublin will ultimately find it 
necessary to build a separate female prison, and to confine the present gaol to the male 
classes; this would not only gain accommodation which is wanted, but obviate serious 
objections to the present gaol, 111 which the females are by no means sufficiently separated 
from the male prisoners. J 1 

Newgate Gaol. 

HAVCra felt it to beour duty to mate our inspection of this gaol and theCity Marshalsea 
of this city, the subjects of observation in our General Report, under the head of Dublin 
Prisons, we forbear to enter into any details respecting the gaol, further than to state thM 
the exertions of the othcers, and consequent cleanly state of this crowded and miserable pri- 
son have met oar entire approbation ; and we arc, therefore, anxious to separate their cha- 
racter, as public officers, from the observations which are forced upon us by ah imperative 

sense of duty respecting the defects of the gaol. 1 • ■ * 

38 . F 



Dublin 

District 
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Dublin 

District. 



The accommodation and numbers confined, on the day of inspection, stood as follows •- 



Class. 


Number of Cells. 


1 Number of Day Rooms. 


Dimensions of Yards. 


I Number of 
| Prisoners. 


1. i 


4 rooms - 


- 4 . 


20 feet 4 inches by 17 feet 6 inches 


81 


2- 


24 


1 room, 20 by 17 feet 


55 \ feet by 32 f feet 


59 


3- 


- 12 


circular room - 


55 f- feet by 28 feet - 


43 


4- 


16 


r ■ 2 - - 


55 feet by 17 feet ... 


86 


5- j 


6 rooms, 1 1 cells 




55 i feet by 36 { feet 


H 



282 



The chapel has undergone a considerable alteration for the better since the last year : 

In the female department, it is gratifying to see how great an improvement has been 
effected by the exertions of the ladies’ committee, aided by an efficient matron and female 
assistant. The women are instructed and kept to such work as they can perform : they are 
divided into three classes, and, considering the very fluctuating nature of the committals and 
discharges, arising from short imprisonments, much has been done to improve their moral 
habits. The classes are — 



1 st Class. — Untried, whose term of imprisonment varies from one day to about six 
weeks. 

2d Class. — Persons imprisoned for a month, or to find bail. 

3d Class. — Females sentenced to transportation. 

From this description of classes, it is clear that the matron has but little opportunity to 
make much progress in the improvement of the females. A great deal, however, has been 
done ; and, with the aid of some intended improvement with respect to their clothing, the 
female class of Newgate is likely to reflect much credit upon the benevolent friends of the 
prisoners, and on the female officers. 

At present some repairs are wanted in the ceiling of the lower day-room ; also, it will be 
necessary to affix a screen upon the outside of the windows of the female corridors, to inter- 
cept the view of the corridors and windows of the male hospital and prison. The committee 
of ladies are likewise about to report upon the articles of clothing, which they consider as at 
this moment absolutely indispensable. 



Smithfield Penitentiary. 

THIS Prison is allotted (by Proclamation, under the section of the Prison Act) to 
the confinement of females sentenced to imprisonment for six months and under, and of 
juvenile male offenders of fourteen years old and under. 

It affords reasonably good accommodation on both sides, although an arrangement is 
made on the female side which we consider injudicious. The females might be classed in 
two distinct day-rooms, in which (as in other gaols) they might work and dine ; whereas, 
the whole are placed at work in one room, and the second room is allotted for their common 
dining-room : thus the division into two classes is sacrificed to an object of comparatively 
little importance. The females are employed in knitting, picking wool, and in the laundry. 
This latter department is now extremely well established, and a considerable saving and ad- 
vantage attained by their working for the other gaols of the city. 

On the boys’ side, the principal employment (out of school hours) is weaving and picking 
wool. The boys are kept steadily at school for several hours in the day ; and, although their 
progress is, in many respects, respectable, the system appeared to us to be capable of much 
improvement. In the modem arrangements for the education of the poor, the introduction of 
a mechanical system has been found to produce the happiest effects. Of this system the 
city of Dublin affords the best model in the school of the Society for the Education of the 
Poor, in Kildare-place. The society receive for instmetion the masters of every description 
of school, whether they may adopt or reject their principle of scriptural education, and 
afford to them in their model school, indiscriminately, all the peculiar advantages of their 
system. We should strongly advise that the masters of the penitentiary should be placed 
under such instmetion, and we have no doubt but that the result will be most satisfactory. 
To an eye accustomed to witness the accuracy and animation of all the movements of mo- 
dem schools — the rapid progress made by their peculiar mode of teaching, and the spirit 
and efficiency acquired by the monitors — the unconnected movements, lounging carriage, 
and languid countenances of the boys in this penitentiaiy, present a most unpleasing con- 
trast ; and there cannot be a doubt that the moral effect of a contrary system is very great : 
and there can be no description of school in which the discipline of school is so loudly called 
for as in one which is established for the instruction of young criminals, who have been total 
Btrangers to the good effects of order and civilization in private life, and have been bred up 
in all the disorder and pollution to be found in the most abandoned classes in this metropolis. 
W_e trust that the magistrates may take up this important subject. 
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The other arrangements of the prison are creditable to the governor. The profit of the 
woik is considerable, the gross earnings of the last year being 16a l. 6s. The num- 

bers confined on the day ot inspection were 96 boys, 58 women— total, 154. 

Richmond Bridewell. 

AFTER a tour through the gaols of Ireland, in which the leading defect continues to be 
the want of general employment for the male prisoners, it is gratifying to enter this busv 
scene, m which the whole of the prisoners are suitably and profitably^ employed. The gross 
return of earnings for the last year amounts to 834 1. 15s. 3^. “ ^ 

The total number confined on the day of inspection were 257, viz. 130 males and 127 
females ; of the former, upwards of 60 are employed at the loom, the principal manufacture 
being that of corduroy, of which the prison dresses are made, and by that means a consi- 
derable saving ,s effected as the value of the dresses (which is included in the total return 
artSTs o?t of S doom mated ^ ° W the C ° St whi ° h WOuld attend the P urchase of those 

The tre^-wbeel is carried on steadily, and in this prison answers all the ends of prison 
“ '™ S m ‘f ded - ■”? °”’r to which the power if ,mw 

add tht nrn£ hi f '* “• h . owever ’ stlU ,he intention of the magistracy to 

add the piofitable object of grinding corn for the general bakery, from which the bridewell 
and other prisons are supplied with bread. 

The general cleanliness and regulation of the male side of the prison are creditable to the 
city. It is, however, much to be lamented, that in this prison (which is set aside by the 
laord Lieutenant s proclamation for the reception of the prisoners sentenced to the longest 
periods of imprisonment, and in which, consequently, the best opportunity is afforded for 
trymg the moral effect of sound penitentiary principles,) the crowded state of the cells 
shou.d preclude the possibility of solitary confinement at night, without which all attempts 
to attain that essential point are almost vain. We trust, however, that the general improve- 
ment of the accommodation for prisoners in Dublin, will reduce the number within the 
proper limits m each particular prison. 

The female side of this bridewell always presents an interesting sight; the women are 
classed, and placed under an efficient matron and assistants ; they are employed in knitting 
plain work, and in the laundry. A few of the women are learning the straw-plait, and the 
orderly deportment and regular appearance of the classes are highly creditable. Cells are 
provided for the greater part of the females, but one small class are obliged to sleep in a 
large dormitory, in which the erection of cells would be a desirable improvement. A sepa- 
late apartment is allotted to nurses and women with young children, who are kept with care 
and attention to cleanliness, and the separation of whom is attended with important advan- 
tages to the other classes. A committee of ladies have been formed, who attend to the 
instruction of the different classes, and to whose influence much of the improved state of 
the classes is to be attributed, and in their benevolent labours they are well supported bv 
the respectable matron, Mrs. Frew. J " 

Sheriffs’ Prison. 

NO alteration has taken place in this prison since our last Report, excepting that the 
sheriffs have seen the necessity of removing several prisoners to the Four Courts Marshalsea 
whereby the accommodation of this prison is more adequate than before for the numbers 
confined, lhe number on the day of inspection was 51. 

The system of rents, and also of fees, (which still exist in this prison alone. , under the 
JJJ!F P^. of the 136th section 7 Geo. IV. chap. 74, m reference to the last clause of the 
128th section ) have undergone a revision by the court of King’s Bench, who have for the 
present established the rules and regulations established by the court in the year 1810 • 
but it is in contemplation to re-model these rules, when the subject of the remaining fees will 
be brought before the court, as likewise the amount of rents, which much exceed in amount 
those established m the Four Courts Marshalsea. All prisoners, however, have it in their 
own power to remove thither by writ of Habeas Corpus. 

There are no pauper prisoners now detained in this prison, and the crowded state of the 
lower class is therefore relieved ; but we cannot but report the establishment as very defi- 
cient in cleanliness. The state of the lower passages and rooms was peculiarly filthy • 
and when we consider that all the county gaols, sometimes crowded by the lowest crimi- 
nals, are examples of minute cleanliness and order, (we may even instance the cleanliness 
o JNewgate, with all its disadvantages,) we cannot acquit the officers of this prison of 
blame, with respect to the disgraceful disorder of the rooms in general and the dirt of the 
house. We admit that officers of gaols possess a control over their prisoners which the 
thdglLSJ ^conST d0CS n0t ’ bUt tHe dlstlnct,on ’ thou S h !t nia y extenuate, cannot excuse 

City Marshalsea. 

4' TH, 1 S . Marshalsea exposes the system of prison discipline in Ireland to more reproach and 
discredit than are heaped upon ,t by the collective defects of all the other prisons with, „ the 
kingdom. It is revolting to humanity and to public decency to see in tluf metropolis of the 
country a place of confinement which appears to be a compound of vice, filth, and humai' 
aullermg. We cannot avoid, indeed, regretting that this prison was made an exception to 
152 the 



Pj 

Dublin 

District. 
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Dublin operation of the g6tli section of the Prison Act, which salutary measure swept away a 

District. stain from the department, in the abolition of all prisons belonging to corporations and other 

local authorities which were deficient in the means of carrying into effect the general 

provisions of the Act. 

There appears to us to be a remedy, or at least a strong counteraction, to the evils pro- 
duced by imprisonment in this marshalsea, placed within the power of those courts from 
which the process issues, by the 83d section of the Act, viz. the power of ordering the 
creditor, in all cases of debt not exceeding 10/. to pay the sum of 2 s. 6 d. per week for the 
support of the debtor. This clause has been brought into operation with much effect by 
the respectable seneschal of the manor court of St. Sepulchre’s, which has nearly emptied 
the pauper division. It has been objected to this plan, that it has been unjustly injurious 
to the creditor : but to this objection we would oppose two facts ; first, that in England a 
debtor cannot be arrested for any sum less than 20/. by an Act of the last session — it can- 
not therefore be considered unjust to lay a certain restraint, which the law authorizes, 
upon an arrest in Ireland, for a sum which does not warrant arrest in England ; 2dly, by the 
rules of the local courts in Dublin, a prisoner committed to the City Marshalsea is released 
after having remained in custody one day for each shilling of his debt : thus a man confined for 
a debt of 20 s. is released after twenty days imprisonment, and the debt is thus lost to the 
creditor. The first of these observations proves, to our minds, that the bringing into opera- 
tion the 83d section cannot be considered as unjust or unreasonable to the creditor. The 
second observation equally proves, to our minds, that it would not be injurious to him. 
But how can it be considered a hardship upon a creditor to enforce one clause of the 
Prison Act, which obliges him to suport a fellow -creature, imprisoned by him in a gaol, in 
which, by the violation of another section of the Act, he is deprived of an ample provision 
made for his support as a pauper prisoner ? 

We cannot close this report without stating that the defects of this gaol are aggravated by 
the careless and filthy state in which it is kept. On the day of inspection, although it was 
impossible for some time to find an officer, and the prison therefore under no one’s eye, the 
door of separation between the male and female classes was lying open, and the female yard 
appeared to be a depot for every species of filth and rubbish. If, therefore, this prison is not 
to be abolished, surely the 6ourts should afford the relief within their power, and the corpo- 
ration should appoint efficient officers. 

Four Courts Marshalsea. 

THE new arrangements made in this prison, under the Act 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, have been 
found very satisfactory ; and although the classification prescribed by the Act has been 
delayed by damp in the new yard allotted to the pauper class of prisoners, that difficulty 
has been removed, and the marshal will now be enabled to carry into effect the provisions 
Act. 

The Judges of the court of King’s Bench have issued a new code of rules for the internal 
government of the marshalsea, dated 20th December 1827, the correct enforcement of which 
will secure order and regularity in the different classes. It is however to be lamented, that 
the marshalsea does not afford more ample accomodation in proportion to the numbers 
confined. The common hall and female classes are in particular much crowded, and deficient 
in yards. 

The accommodation at present stands as follows : — 

1st Class. — 50 Gentlemen and respectable persons paying rent for their accomr 
modation, for whom 28 rooms are available ; viz. 9 double rooms and 19 single 
rooms. 

2d Class.— 29 Common hall prisoners. 

3rd Class. — 29 Paupers, for whom 5 rooms are available, and afford sufficient ac- 
commodation. 

4th Class. — 3 Respectable females, to whom one room is allotted. 

5th Class. — 4 Pauper females, to whom 1 room is allotted. 

No satisfactory plan has yet been acted upon for keeping the rent account, which now is 
placed to the credit of the public, and the details of which are necessarily complicated. Forms 
and tables are however prepared, which will effect that important object, and enable the 
local inspector not only to satisfy the government that all rents received have been brought 
to credit, but to satisfy the public that all payments by the prisoners have been acknow- 
ledged and duly accounted for. 

We have always hoped to see the number of committals for debt diminished in this 
country, but no encouragement to this hope is afforded within the last year, on the contrary, 
the numbers reported herein exceeds the number stated in our Fifth Report. We therefore 
think that additional accommodation in the marshalsea will be indispensable, and as it would 
be most expedient to effect this object by adding to the present prison, we should recommend 
that measures should be taken to purchase a sufficient quantity of ground on the east side 
of Marshalsea-lane, which is now to be let for building, and which it is most important to 
secure, as the appropriation of that site to any other purpose would preclude the possibility of 
adding to the present marshalsea, and at some future period probably involve the unavoid- 
able necessity and great expense of building upon a new site. 
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St. Sepulchre's Manor Court. 

THIS Prison has been much relieved by the good effect of imposing upon creditors the 
payment of the weekly sum allowed for the support of a debtor, confined For a sum not ex- 
ceeding 10 1. which has nearly emptied the pauper class. 

The prison is however very badly kept, and presents a very shameful contrast to the 
scenes ot sobriety, cleanliness and order which our gaols in general exhibit, and we are of 
opinion, that if some improvement does not take place, it will prove injurious to except this 
manor prison from the general operation of the 96th section of the Prison Act. r 

Lunatic Asylums. 

Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS Institution we have stated in our general Report to be an extensive establishment 
for the reception of curable cases of lunacy, affording accommodation for 0 5 6 inmates and 
conducted on the best principles, at the public expense, und therefore open to patients from 
every part of Ireland. There are at present 283 patients in the house, in consequence of 
which some of the rooms which are intended as day-rooms are unavoidably converted into 
dormitories for the extra cases ; and thus there is a diminution of the intended means of das- 
sification, the preservation of which is an object of the greatest importance in the manage- 
ment of the insane. In addition to the disadvantages which arise from crowding there is 
a peculiar evil attending it in the cases of this institution, vis. that the additionaTnumher! 
consist of incurable cases, which are unlit for and therefore should be removed from this asvlum 
to the wards of the House of Industry, but which, from the number of claims upon that esta 
blishment, cannot be received there ; consequently the Richmond asylum is not only over 
filled, but over-tilled by an intermixture of cases which are in every point of view iniuriona 
to each other. 1 J 

The conclusion to be drawn from these facts would naturally be that some additional 
provision for incurable cases should be made in the House of Industry, but for this nurnnse 
there is not a sufficient space and it might therefore be advisable to mate an addition to 
the Richmond asylum, which the ground would afford and the plan would admit of there 
being m thereat of the house, and on each side of the kitchen apartments, a space on' which 
a corridor co„ d bebn.lt: were such additional buildings erected a separate department could 
be established for incurable cases, and it would be very practicable, when the plan is pre- 
pared, to combine with this alteration provision for the very desirable object recommended 
m our last Report, via. the placmg the sick of both sexes in regular separated infirmaries 
These observations are submitted For the consideration of the governors, whose recommen- 
cation ot the proposed plan would doubtless carry great weight. 



The state of the house on the day of inspection was as follows 





Males. 


Females. 


Under personal restraint - 






Secured to bed - 






Secluded without restraint .... 






Under medical treatment .... 


6 


7 


Gardening 


17 




Weaving 


a 




Spinning - 









_ 




Needle-work - 


_ 




Reading 


6 




Cleaning the house - 


10 




Other employments 


11 


15 


Employed - 


60 




Unemployed ... 


61 


64 




131 


163 
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Dublin We were gratified by the general state of the asylum this year. The regulations are 
District, attended to; the wards clean and in good order; and, above all, the treatment of the 

v ' patients gentle and humane. We furnished to the moral governor some hints on points too 

minute to form the subject of our Annual Report. 



Lunatic Department, House of Industry. 



Male Lunatic Wards. 

IN this department there are are 6 wards, containing 150 beds, 2 yards, 1 day-room 
and dining-hall, with 5 cells for the temporary seclusion of refractory and violent 
cases. Such patients as can be induced to work are usefully employed in cultivating the 
garden, (in which are five acres of ground,) making mats, picking oakum, tailoring, wash- 
ing potatoes, carrying coals, and performing other minor duties throughout the establish- 
ment. On the day of inspection none were under restraint ; and of the total number, 35 are 
idiots, 33 epileptic cases, and the remainder are incurable lunatics transferred from the 
Richmond Asylum. 

Female Lunatic Wards. 

In this department there are 9 wards, (besides 5 cells for temporary confinement of 
refractory cases,) containing 207 patients. Of those who can work, the greater number 
are employed in making and repairing the clothing and bedding for nearly 2,000 persons of 
all descriptions in the House of Industry; 9 at knitting stockings, 10 at spinning, 9 at 
quilting, 4 teething cards, and the other patients occasionally assist in cleaning the house. 
There were 4 under personal restraint, 30 epileptic, and 38 idiotic cases. 



Lunatic Cells. 

Thirty-three are occupied by males, and 62 by females. There are 2 common yards, 
a day-room, and 1 corridor in the male side ; 4 yards, 3 day-rooms, and 4 corridors in the 
female side. There were 4 males and 8 females under personal restraint, and 3 males and 
6 females secluded without restraint. These cells are only occupied by the refractory 
patients from the wards of the house. They are removed from one department to the other 
as the malady of the case requires. 



The present state of the Lunatic department is as follows : — 





Patieuts. 


— - 


Total. 


Epileptic. 


Idiotic. 


In the Male wards - 


150 


13 


163 


33 


35 


In the Female wards 


207 


27 


234 


30 


38 


In the Male cells - - ] 


33 


6 1 


39 


15 


4 


In the Female cells - 


62 


6 


68 


16 


6 


Total - - - 


452 


5t 


503 


- 


■ - 



The state of this department on the day of inspection was, as we have always found it, 
highly creditable in every respect to the institution to which it is annexed, as well as to the 
superintendent and matron, Mr. and Mrs. Cluff, who are placed in the immediate charge of 
it. The minute cleanliness and general arrangement of the house cannot be surpassed, and 
the calm and orderly state of the patients, under very unfavourable circumstances of 
accommodation, is peculiarly striking. In one day-room, the wall of which measured 144 
feet, there were placed 105 patients, (sitting in a state of perfect tranquillity,) composed of 
epileptic, incurables, maniacs, and idiots born ; and their appearance, even in that crowded 
state, so far from being offensive to the eye, was pleasing and gratifying, as exhibiting 
a proof how successful an exertion can be made to overcome those disadvantages which too 
often are made excuses for the deficiencies of public institutions. 

Although our official duty confines us to the lunatic department of the house of industry, 
we cannot report upon it without bearing our testimony to the admirable state of that 
extensive establishment, in all its branches. 



Piivate Lunatic Asylums at Finglass. 

THESE establishments continue on the same footing as we reported them last year, under 
the care of 



Doctor Harty, containing at present 
Doctor Jackson - 
Mr. Gregory - 



Mules. 


Females. 


9 


1 


36 


>4 


20 


10 



These 
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These establishments appear to us, as they have always done, to be well attended to 
weH furnished, and the treatment and comforts of the persons confined appear to be 
suitable in every respect to their respectable situations in life. Gardens and pleasure- 
grounds are attached to each. r 



Dublin 

District. 



Lunatic Asylum, Donnybrook. 

THIS Asylum is established by the Society of Friends out of their own funds, and 
receives 1 8 patients, At present but 8 men and 5 women are in the house. The patients 
P«y * or “eir support according to their ability ; several, now inmates, not beino- able to 
afford more than one-third of the actual amount of expense attending their maintenance 
and care. When applications from the society do not fill the asylum, the governors are 
permitted to receive five patients not belonging to it. The system continues to be admi- 
rably conducted, the treatment of the patients humane and kind, and the establishment in a 
most creditable state of cleanliness and order. 



St. Patrick’s Hospital for Lunatics and Idiots. 

(Founded by Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patrick’s.) 

THE Governors, incorporated by charter, are composed of many of the highest official 
characters for the time being, with some members elected. Under such guardianship the 
interests of the institution are certain of being well attended to. The patients are accom- 
modated with good apartments, and with yards for air and exercise. The present governor 
Mr. Campbell, is an officer well qualified for his situation. 



Hulk Essex, at Kingstown. 

■ * VISITED the Hulk Essex with considerable satisfaction this year, from finding it much 
improved in point of cleanliness and internal regulation; particularly from seeing 221 
convicts, without one instance of the use of irons, in a state of apparent order and content 
and without a single complaint being brought forward in the ship, although the convicts’ 
were invited to state any grievances under which they might conceive themselves to labour, 
lne general appearance of the ship and prisoners was very creditable to the officers on 
board. 

We could wish to see a. school more regularly established, and not dependant upon 
convicts for the instruction of the classes, and we should recommend the appointment of 
a regular schoolmaster as a general superintendent under whom the present system 
might be earned on. The books appeared to be well selected, but there is no adequate or 
regular supply. 1 

Every exertion is made by the present superintendent to fill up the time of the pri- 
soners, but there is nothing that can be called regular employment. The time during 
which prisoners in this country are kept in the hulks is however short, as these depots 
are entirely confined to the reception of convicts in transmit, who are on their way from 
the county gaols to the transports. The establishment of work is therefore more difficult 
and less necessary than on board the hulks in England, to which persons are sentenced to 
long periods of imprisonment, and which become therefore essentially penitentiaries, in 
which the system suited to each prisoner can effectually be carried on. 
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North District. 



County of Antrim Gaol. 

North THE observations made upon the several clauses of the Prison Act, and prefixed to this 

District. Report, as well as the statement herein made, prove too clearly how totally inadequate this 
v 1 prison is as a gaol for the county of Antrim, particularly when it appears that, under the 
100th section of the Prison Act, the county have added to their own committals the prison- 
ers from the county of the town of Carrickfergus, on the ground that there was no gaol 
belonging to that town in which it was “ practicable to carry into effect the provisions of 
“ the Act,” when the same impracticability exists in the county gaol itself. It was to be 
hoped that before the period had arrived when another Report was to be made upon this gaol, 
the county would have come to some determination with respect to a new and efficient gaol, 
and that the presentment would have been made. Nothing can be done to improve the 
system of prison discipline until this decisive measure is resorted to ; and as the best plans 
for county gaols are now so completely ascertained, it will be the duty of the inspectors 
general to make every exertion to bring before the grand jury a proposition upon the subject 
at the next assizes. 

The want of a sufficient county gaol, among the many evils to which it gives rise, is 
found to operate most unfavourably with respect to the House of Correction of Belfast, 
which is unquestionably inadequate to the purposes to which it is now applied, not having 
the means of a proper individual separation or classification of the prisoners who are com- 
mitted thereto. Nor is it possible to recommend any alteration in that prison, or any plan 
for its better regulation, until it is finally decided what classes of prisoners it is to receive. 
At present its numbers cannot be diminished by removal to the crowded and insufficient 
gaol of the county. 

My Report upon the House of Correction will show that I highly approve the exertions 
of the officers, and duly appreciate the value of that prison. It is, however, too obvious to 
rest on my opinion, that much room for improvement is to be seen in it by any person who 
inspects it, and who is competent to form an estimate of the merits of any public institution, 
and which is to be attributed to the defective state of the county gaol. My object in intro- 
ducing the House of Correction into this Report is to afford an additional argument, if any 
were wanted, for the immediate erection of a new county gaol. 

The manner in which the gaol at Carrickfergus is kept is highly creditable to the local 
inspector, and marks the attention of the other officers ; and their zealous exertions to over- 
come difficulties, should be considered as an encouragement to the grand jury to place in 
their hands better means for establishing a good system of prison discipline. At present 
every department of the gaol is at a stand from the nature of the building. There is no 
means of giving effect to a sentence to hard labour, no work for poor prisoners, and the 
efforts of the matron and schoolmaster are rendered almost useless from the crowded state 
of the prison. It will in fact appear, by a perusal of the different abstracts of the sections 
of the Prison Act, which are prefixed to this Report, together with the observations of the 
inspectors general upon each of them, that their Report is satisfactory upon all those 
clauses the enforcement of which depends upon the conduct and efficiency of the officers ; 
and that, in every particular in which the prison discipline is dependent upon the accommo- 
dation of the gaol, the Report clearly shows that it is not practicable, in the present build- 
ing, to carry into effect the provisions of the Act; to afford to the prisoners the moral 
advantages which result from classification— solitude by night, or any other approved means 
of working profitably upon the minds of the inmates during the period of imprisonment ; 
or, in short, in any way to introduce that system of discipline which has rendered modern 
gaols schools of reformation, instead of their continuing to be, as they were, nurseries of 
crime. 



Bridewells, County Antrim. 



Antrim. 

THIS Prison is on a very small scale indeed, and does not contain any yards; it there- 
fore will be necessary that prisoners should, with the least possible delay, be transmitted to 
the county gaol. There is however a room, with a fire-place and suitable furniture, for 
males, and a separate room for female prisoners. 

Ballymoney and Ballymena. 

THE miserable black-holes in these quarter sessions towns are still the only prisons ; 
the use of them is however discontinued. A very unaccountable delay has taken place in 
commencing the new prisons for which presentments are made ; the work has however 
commenced at Ballymoney, and is likely to go on at Ballymena this year. 

, The 
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The others which did exist in this county were manor prisons at Clough, Broushane, North 
Jialh/castle, Glenarm, Portglenone, and Toorne Bridge, which have been abolished by the District. 

96th section 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, and the abolition published in the Dublin Gazette, as the v ' ‘ 

Act directs. 

Belfast House of Correction. 

TI ? E House 1 of Correction in Belfast continues to present a very gratifying proof of the 
practicability of overcoming the difficulties so generally complained of, with respect to pro- 
viding constant and profitable employment for the prisoners. The prison is, on both the 
male and female side, a scene of active industry, and the produce of the work most satis- 
factory. There are some looms in the male side, from the produce of one of which the female 
dresses, sheeting, and other linen of the house are supplied ; the other looms are employed 
by the manufacturers of the town, who pay to the prisoners a certain rate of labour. The 
breaking of stones, a species of labour well suited for general adoption in the county gaols 
v- u COuntry ’ affords a clear profit, which may be estimated at 200Z. a-year. Thus in 
this house of correction is an important saving made, and a considerable credit to the county 
m cash supplied, whilst the work in other gaols is considered as an expense to the public ; 
nor is this difference so much to be attributed to the favourable circumstances of the place 
as to the active zeal of the officers. 1 

It is scarcely possible to form a satisfactory opinion as to the sufficiency of this prison 
as a house of correction for the town bf Belfast, on account of the miserably defective state 
of the county of Antrim gaol. If a suitable gaol were built for the county, the present 
building in Belfast might, with some alterations, be sufficiently commodious to enable the 
officers to do justice to the number of prisoners whom it might be expedient to commit to 
that prison ; but it is clearly insufficient for its present number. It contains but 1 yard 
lor males, and 1 for females ; and at present there are confined 84 prisoners (often more) in 
36 sleeping cells. Thus the house appears most deficient, both with respect to classification 
by day, and the most essential part of the penitentiary system— solitude by nio-ht. 

The furniture and dresses of the prison are not of a good description, and the officers act 
therefore under many disadvantages; but every thing that depends upon their exertions 
does credit them. 

An efficient matron is appointed to conduct the female class, who instructs them in read- 
mg, and in their different kinds of work. A schoolmaster is also appointed on the male 
slc Jj' ant ‘ a school-room fitted up, in which he instructs the men for one hour in each day. 

The general cleanliness of the prison, the conduct of its inmates, and its interior economy, 
are satisfactory, and very few instances of re-committal occur. 

It would be premature to point out any plan for adding to this prison, or to limit the 
classes ot tried prisoners, to which it should be confined, until the grand jury of the county 
shall determine what is to be done with respect to the county gaol. 

Belfast Lunatic Asylum. 

, ^ rect .‘ on the new District Asylum, for one hundred patients, has commenced on 

an eligible site near to this town. The walls are raised about 10 feet high. The asylum 
benefit t0 CXtend t0 the counties of> Down and Antrim, and will prove a great public 

County of Armagh Gaol. 

THE Gaol at Armagh continues in the same state as at the period of last inspection. The 
building a lame addition (which the Board of Superintendence had approved, and which 
would have afforded the means of classification) has been, if not abandoned, at least entirely 
suspended, and the prison remains, therefore, wholly inadequate to carry into effect the 
provisions of the Prison Act. This very great evil is as much as possible counteracted by 
the ability and zeal of Mr. Waugh, the local inspector of the gaol, who labours against dif- 
ficulties and regulates the interior of the gaol in a manner most creditable to him. But this 
seems to afford no reason for not providing a county gaol in conformity with the law, but on 

1 C i? tra rc’ °* ves enc ? ura g em ent to the county to place efficient means in the hands of 
valuable officers. It will however be well worthy of serious consideration, whether it will be 
more expedient to proceed with the intended addition, or to build a new gaol ; a measure 
w hich is now resorted to in other counties in which the old gaols have been lately condemned 
as insufficient. 

I was truly pleased by the change which has taken place in the female prison. The im- 
provement of the female prisoners, the introducing them to habits of industry, order, and 
cleanliness, their instruction in reading and work, &c. have always been considered by us as 
objects of vital importance in the system of prison discipline, and the contrast which the 
female classes at Armagh this year presented to what I saw on my inspection two years ago — 
their regularity of dress, their orderly appearance, their plan of instruction and work— could 
not fail to produce the most sincere gratification. The county owe a debt of gratitude to the 
benevolent committee of ladies under whose care this change has been produced. 

There is in the dietary of this gaol a deviation from the dietary approved by the court of 
Kings Bench. Six ounces of oatmeal are allowed instead of eight, which the law has esta- 
blished as the allovvance to each man, which has excited discontent. 

1 j e , re , * S n ° treaC ;. , erac ted in this gaol, nor any means of executing a sentence to 
hard labour excepting by the breaking of stones. Three looms are kept at work, and a 
■quantity of linen has been manufactured for sheeting and shirts 

68 - V The 



ted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



38 



APPENDIX TO SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

North The attention of the Board is much needed to the male school. In gaols in which full 
District, employment cannot be accomplished for the poor prisoners it is peculiary necessanr tn 
* ' establish an efficient school, whereas in this county the small portion of the time of the 

schoolmaster which can be given for the instruction of the prisoners renders him but a school- 
master in name. I have therefore reported that there is no school. 

Bridewells — County Armagh. 

SINCE my last Report upon the bridewells of this county the prison at Ballibot has been 
improved, and that at Market-Hill rendered conformable to law. The prison at Newtown 
Hamilton is devoid of every accommodation, and it is recommended to the grand jury to 
complete the bridewell system according to law, and to present what may be necessary for 
the following important purposes. 

Lurgan. 

IT will be necessary to present a sum sufficient for the erection of a prison on the plan 
submitted, which is estimated at 1,200/. 

Ballibot. 

TO present the sum of l. for necessary alterations and repairs. 

Market-Hill. 

TO present the sums estimated for completing the work in that prison. 

• Newtown Hamilton. 

TO discontinue that prison, which the inspectors general will submit to government to be 
abolished, under the 90th section, 7 Geo. IV. c. 74. 

The sum to be presented for the prison at Lurgan can be presented to be raised in instal- 
ments of 30/. at every future assizes, until the principal sum, without interest, is paid ; a rate 
of payment which cannot be felt by the county, and which will (with the very trifling expense 
to be incurred in Ballibot and Market- Hill) place the minor prisons of this county on a legal 
and creditable footing. 

Armagh District Lunatic Asylum. 

RETURN of the admissions, discharges, &c. 

October ; also the number under coercion on the 
employed : 



In the asylum on the 5th January 1827 
Admitted from 5th January to 20th October 



Recovered and discharged in the above period 
Relieved, and taken by friends on trial 
Died in same period - 
Remaining in asylum 20th October - 



Under Restraint t 
By strait-waistcoat - 
By leather muff ... 



Employed : 

Weaving and winding 
Warping ------ 

Garden labour - 
Making male clothing 
Cleaning yards, &c. - 
Spinning flax .... 

Making female clothing 
Making lace - 
Washing - 
Assisting the servants 



Total employed 



The quantity of linen at present manufactured by the patients is more than adequate to 
the consumption of the asylum, for sheeting, shirting, &c. The entire of the clothing for 
7 both 



from 5th of January 1827 to 20th of 
day of inspection, and the number then 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


39 


25 


64 


27 




53 


66 


51 


117 


H 

2 


5 

6 


‘1 


3 


3 


6 


47 


37 


84 


66 


51 


117 


1 


2 


3 


1 


— 


1 


2 


2 


4 


7 

15 

3 

4 


1 1 1 1 1 


3 » 


— 


12 


— 


~ 


5 


— 


- 


3 

2 


23 


3. 


23 


54 
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both male and female patients for the last year has been made up bv themselves and it is 
felTl^doJSng Jt0 ‘ ry ^ »tide 

This asylum is conducted with the greatest care. The patients are treated with lenity 

to Ae 1 board ofW^ a PP earance °f th f w ^le establishment are creditabll 

to the board of local commissioners, and to Mr. Jackson, the governor of the asvlum 
whose abihty and zeal in the discharge of his office cannot be too highly commended/ 

County of Cavan Gaol. 

ON resuming the inspection of the county gaol of Cavan, I am gratified to find the 
order, cleanliness and attention to the general routine of duty carried on steadily and the 
improvement in discipline which had been effected by no means relaxed. 

The new addition to the gaol will add the following apartments, viz. 32 additional cells 
® work-rooms, 5 yards, chapel, governor’s house, and general kitchen 1 and 
will thus aflord the scale of classification of prisoners, and other accommodations required 
by the Prison Act. The building is in great forwardness, and is likely to KSu P S?eSy 
“ ensuing winter. It is however important that the Board of Superintendence should 
as early as possible become acquainted with the observations of the Inspector General upon 

tat™ 7 t „°f the 6 yet a g c„p“ „f‘ my Rep^”' ‘™ ,Med *“ ***’ W 

The new building is upon the radial plan, the effect of which much depends upon the 
circulation of air and power of inspection, afforded by the erection of railing boundaries to 
the yards. The yards of prisons built upon that plan (the most approved of any) are un 
avoidably on a small scale. They are bounded on the sides by high buildings, and have 
but a limited space to the front and rear, between them and the central house at one 
extremity, and the insulating wall on the other. To compensate for this want of space the 
plan as recommended by the Association for the Improvement of Prison Discipline in 
England and approved by all competent authorities, includes an iron railing boundary at 
the front and rear of the yard The plan for the Cavan gaol has been approvfd by Em- 
inent on that principle ; and the Prison Act (section 20) forbids any departure from the 
plan so approved, without his Excellency’s sanction. Under these circumstances I was 
much concerned to find that the yards are actually finished and enclosed by stone walls to 
the front and rear. All inspection is therefore destroyed, (except from the magistrate’s 
room up stairs,) and the circulation of air, so essential to the health of the prisoners pre- 
Iliw' N f/ laV i mg S6e j th ? contractor, I have been uninformed in what manner the 
alteration of the plan was decided upon ; but I should strongly recommend to the commis 
sioners appointed to carry the presentment into effect, even in the present stage of oro- 
gress, to revert to the approved plan, and to have the walls removed, and railing erected 
J he following minor points I should respectfully recommend to the attention of °the com " 
missioners : ui uie com- 

lst. That ventilation in, and the introduction of warm air to, the solitary cells is 
indispensable. J 

2d. That the governor’s house should, in the middle and upper floors, be arranged 
as follows : on the middle floor, but one large room instead of two smaller 
ones j on the upper floor, three instead of two small ones. 

Such alterations could scarcely be considered as a departure from the plan and the consen 1 
of Government could be procured. It is also to be hoped that the system of a steam 

w"‘a “nT ** “ agreed " P °" “ l825 ' “ * —M 

I should beg to point out to the Board of Superintendence that nothing could tend more 
to the improvement of the gaol than a regular system of prison dresses on the male, a7on 
the female side of the prison I have directed an estimate to be submitted to them which 
" “P° n “ !°* ? “7 * t S* 1 trust « may encourage the adoption of a general i'ssue of 
*®ses, whlch ctall y *= system laid down by law. Act yth Georg? IV. chap. 7 ” 

The P unhhment Book, furnished from the office of the inspectors general, is also recom- 
mended as a nacessajy record of the manner in which the governor has executed the pow”r 
intrusted to him by the 109th section of the same Act. power 

Bridewell-County Cavan. 

Cootehill. 

BY the late Prison Act the county ard called upon to build a gaol in tins beimr » 
quarter-sessions town The prison attached to the old court-house not being however 7 !ed 
for the confinement of prisoner,, and they being at once forwarded to the 
has leen mived mtii * he 

County of Donegal Gaol. 

68 1 * 1 contammgb yaids, 12 day and work-rooms, and 

70 cells. 



ft? 

North 

District. 
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North 70 cells, with a few cells on a larger construction, made to contain 3 beds in each, and 
District, thus to carry into complete effect the provisions of the Act, viz. that separate sleeping cells 

1 » ' should be allowed, under ordinary circumstances, to all prisoners, but that some rooms 

should be prepared for the reception of three or more prisoners, to be used in the event or 
a crowded state of the prison. The whole of the criminal classes are accommodated in the 
new building, the old gaol being allotted to the two classes of debtors and to the female 
prisoners ; the classification required by law being thus amply provided for. There are 
also contained in this addition 4 solitary cells, with a distinct yard, and a general cooking 
kitchen. 

The mixed dietary is used, and the rate of subsistence as low as 3 id. per head. The 
furniture, bedding, and messing utensils are complete; and the order, regularity and 
cleanliness of the whole establishment most creditable, which is much to be attributed to 
the ability and zeal of the local inspector, the Rev. Mr. Clarke, of whose exertions it is im- 
possible to speak too highly. There is, however, also every appearance of attention and 
efficiency in the governor and his subordinate officers. 

The department in this gaol which appears to require the most attention, is that of the 
female classes, which is certainly not in as high order as the male side of the establish- 
ment. The female dress is of a worse description than that usually allowed ; and it is the 
opinion of all persons conversant with the subject, grounded upon experience, that a cer- 
tain degree of respectability in the appearance of the women has a decided tendency to 
encourage them, and to promote their real improvement. The part of the gaol allotted to 
the females is not sufficiently separated from the debtors prison. The present apartments 
of the male turnkey and schoolmaster are in the interior of the female prison. A very 
trifling alteration would remedy these defects, viz. to close up all communication between 
the parts of the building which are situated on the two sides of the staircase, and to 
allot the whole of the accommodation on one side to the female classes exclusively. Two 
yards are also quite essential for the use of the two female classes, which could easily be 
procured by a sub-division of the present female yard, according to the plan pointed ®ut by 
me to the officers, and which they can explain to the Board of Superintendence. It would 
also be necessary, not only to promote order, but in compliance with the law, to appoint 
a female turnkey. (See Rules and Regulations, rule 18.) 

The tried prisoners only are kept regularly to work in breaking stones ; but as the law 
makes no difference in this respect between tried and untried, but between poor prisoners under 
the Act and prisoners who support themselves, and as the law peremptorily requires that 
all poor prisoners should be employed, it would be expedient to extend this work to the 
untried. 

No tread-wheel has been erected, in consequence of the very small number of prisoners 
sentenced to hard labour. 

Bridewells — County Donegal. 

THE County of Donegal have not yet taken into consideration the state of the minor 
prisons of the county, as has been done in a great majority ofjthe counties in both the 
northern and southern districts, and consequently the bridewells remain in a state in which, 
according to the present law, it is impossible that they can continue. 

By the Act 7 Geo. IV. c. 74. 

Section 91 . — The law is imperative that a bridewell is to be built in every quarter- 
sessions town. 

Section 6. — Every bridewell is to contain two separate parts, one for males, and one 
for females. To each of the parts is to be attached a yard, to enable 
the prisoners to have the benefit of air and exercise ; also a common- 
hall or day-room for each class. It is also enacted, that a separate 
sleeping cell be allotted to each prisoner, under ordinary circumstances 
of numbers. 

Section 90. — The Lord Lieutenant is empowered to abolish all prisons not containing 
the legal accommodation. 

Such being the state of the law, the grand jury will see that it is an imperative duty 
imposed upon the inspectors general of prisons to urge the grand jury to build such prisons 
as will enable them to report that the law is complied with; and with that view, the 
Inspector General has submitted a plan to the grand jury, on which he would respectfully 
recommend that a presentment should be made for the town of Letterkenny and Donegal, 
fill The total sum to be presented is 2,400 1 ., which sum will be advanced from the consoli- 
dated fund, and repayment received by instalments, to be raised upon the county of 60 1. 
at each assizes, until the principal, without interest, shall be paid. Thus, at an annual 
expense which the county will not feel, the whole bridewell system of the county (now in 
the most deplorable state) will be placed upon a legal and creditable footing. 

Lifford Lunatic Asylum. 

THE Lunatic Asylum in this town, continues to present a very distressing picture of 
a number of lunatics crowded together with most inadequate means of accommodation, and 
without the possibility of receiving that description of care which is suited to their peculiar 
situation. The cells and whole establishment are kept clean, and in as good order as the 

nature 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON THE GA 01 S, &c. OF IRELAND. 41 

mature of the case mil admit. The asylum is much crowded, in consequence of this county 
haying been as yet withdrawn from tile District Asylum at Armagh, and attached to the 
asylum now building in Londonderry; but as that asylum is in forwardness, the town of ' 
Lifford will soon be relieved from the care of those patients, for which the county have it 
not m their power to make adequate provision. 

County of Down Gaol. 

„ v T l,'fi,‘ 1 “ ite unneceS8 ary to add any observations upon the old gaol at Downpatrick, in 
which the prisoners are still confined, to those which are placed opposite to the abstracts of 
the sections of the Prison Act prefixed to this Report, as there is no practicable means of 
correcting the evils produced by the want of accommodation in that prison, and it beino- at 
least probable that the present winter will be the last during which it will be in use. ° 

The new and extensive gaol which the county of Down are erecting is now in great for- 
wardness. It is built upon the radial principle, but in some respects on a peculiar plan. 
In the centre of the building is the governor’s house, commanding a view of the yards of four 
large double buildings, which are intended to accommodate the male criminal prisoners. 

Jn rear of the governor s house, and fronting to the right and left, are two small buildings • 
one being intended for the residence of the matron and female assistants, and commanding 
the yards to be occupied by the female prisoners in four classes ; the other beino- desio-ned 
ZTTTf S ° ffic r turnk ,ey’s house, overlooking a similar arrangement intended for 
the different classes of debtors. The female prison on the one side, and the debtors prison 
on ttie other, are large and commodious houses, so intersected by the walls of the vards 
connected with those parts of the prison as to produce the separation necessary for the dif- 
ferent classes. The chapel is included in the central building, and is to be approached from 
the radial buildings by separate bridges from each class. These bridges spring from the 
roof of the work-rooms, which are situated in the front of the double gaols, so as to be within 
the power of inspection from the governor’s house. The two infirmaries are built to the 
right and left of the entrance, and contain every necessary convenience. On the whole this 
gaol may be considered as a building constructed on the best principles, containing all the 
accommodations which the Prison Act prescribes, and as a very complete specimen of a good 
county gaol, suited to the wants of an extensive and opulent county. The radial buildings 
are covered in. They are separated from each other by two walls, dividing the yards into 
three parts which plan has been adopted in order to enable the county hereafter to extend 
their plan by the erection of houses in each of the central yards. 

It is most important that the Board of Superintendence should be prepared to lav before 
the grand jury at the next assizes their plan for furnishing this extensive building^ which 
should be done in the best manner and with new materials, the furniture of the present <raol 
being as defective in quality as it is in quantity for the purpose. It will also be necessary 
maturely to consider that unless such a public establishment is opened to advantage under- 
officers acquainted with the best principles of prison discipline, (with a view to which alone 
such an expense has been incurred,) and competent to give full effect to the plans of the 
Board of Superintendence for the management of a system so complicated and on so exten- 



this gaol, and in the many previous preparatory arrangements which will be WispeKablf 
the Inspectors General will be at all times ready to afford the Board of Superintendence any 
assistance m their power. They are happy to be able to bear testimony to the ability and 
attention of the local inspector, whose just views of prison discipline qualify him to carry 
bhshed effeCt lhe pr0V1SI0ns of the Prison Act ' and other regulations which may be esta- 

one" d ° Ck ^ beU aPPear t0 be desirable a PP enda g es to this prison : the latter a necessary 
Bridewell — County Doicn. 



THIS Prison had not one person confined on the day of inspection. It remains in the 
same state as when last reported on. It is much to be desired that the prisoners (who are 
in general numerous) should be employed, and it is much needed that they should break 
stones to form floors for the yards which in their present state I consider to be useless for 
the purposes of air and exercise, as intended by the Prison Act. 

County of Fermanagh Gaol. 

SINCE my l a 5 t vis ‘ t t0 th, f S ao1 a considerable sum has been expended on bedsteads and 
hnproved ^ ^ fumiture ' and the S eneral appearance of the gaol is, in most respects, much 

Although there are some striking deficiencies in the building, particularly the want of any 
regular chapel and solitary cells, the Inspectors General have not thought it right to recom- 
mend to the grand jury to enlarge the gaol, which they cannot consider as lecessary, so 
long as the average number of committals does not exceed the present amount ; the average 
being from 85 to 70 prisoners, and there being 69 beds, distributed precisely in the manner 
in which the Act directs viz. 48 single cells, and at beds in rooms containing three S 
more prisoners in each, with a sufficient number of day-rooms and yards to enable the county 
to establish the principle of classification specified in the 6th section of the Act. Y 
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North Within the last year a general cooking kitchen has been completed, with suitable storage 
District. and a steam apparatus, which enables the Board of Superintendence to adopt the cheap 

* ' dietary of potatoes, without occasioning the confusion and dirt which is caused by cooking 

in the day-rooms. 

A presentment has been made for the erection of a tread-wheel, which will afford the 
means of executing the sentence to hard labour ; at present such a sentence is a nullity, and 
the criminal law is thus deprived of the most salutary mode of punishment, and effectual 
means of checking the progress of crime. The board are desirous also to connect the tread- 
wheel with machinery for raising water for the use of the prison. 

The want of employment is in this, as in most of our gaols, the great existing evil. 
A school is established, which affords two hours in the day for the instruction of each class, 
and so far profitably fills up their time, the rest of the day has hitherto been spent in 
idleness. It is, however, intended to try the system of breaking stones for the floors of the 
yards, and, if the experiment succeed, the board are anxious to extend it to the supply for 
the roads in the vicinity of the gaol. The females are partially employed in spinning, and 
measures are, I trust, now in progress to build a laundry and employ them in washing. 
No remuneration has as yet been allowed to prisoners for the work which they have done ; 
and although the law only renders it imperative to pay to them one third of actual profits on 
their work, it is found expedient, as a measure of encouragement, to estimate the value of 
their labour when employed in any thing beyond the mere cleansing of the prison, and to 
allow to them a sum equivalent to one third of that value. 

I am concerned not to be able to report favourably of the order and cleanliness of this gaol. 
The governor is not an officer of talent or exertion, and the subordinate officers afford him 
no assistance, being the most deficient I have any where seen. I have recommended to the 
Board of Superintendence to exchange the duties of the two turnkeys, and to adopt certain 
other measures which will tend to improve the system of messing and general mode of con- 
ducting the duty, and particularly to post in the gaol some rules to regulate the daily 
routine. The male prison, marshalsea, female classes, and hospital, require increased zeal 
and attention on the part of the officers more than in any prison which I have visited within 
the last year. 

Bridewell — County Fermanagh. 

Newtown Butler. 

THE court-house and prison about to be built in this town have not yet commenced ; 
the commissioners are, however, now to cause the work to be executed, for which the plan 
and site are approved, and the presentment made. 

County of Kildare Gaol. 



Naas. 

THE building of a new prison for the county of Kildare has been very much delayed in 
consequence of a departure from the plan which the grand jury had originally approved. 
The change of plan was adopted in consequence of a communication which I considered it 
my duty to make to them. At the last assizes the final approval was given to a plan upon 
the radiating principle, which has been prepared with much care, and which will in every 
respect be found adequate to the wants of this small county. The site selected for the 
erection of the new building is in the outskirts of the town of Naas, near to the barracks 
and grand canal, and is in every respect an airy and wholesome situation, with a convenient 
supply of water. The attention of the grand jury to the public business of the county, and 
the regular attendance of the Board of Superintendence, afford a good promise of a satis- 
factory system of prison discipline, as soon as the completion of the intended gaol shall 
have placed in their hands the means of giving effect to the humane provisions of the Prison 
Act. It will be unnecessary, until that period approaches, to point out to them the indis- 
pensable necessity of placing, in every department of an establishment so extensive and so 
important as a county gaol, persons possessed of the best qualifications for their respective 
offices. 

At present it is almost useless to repeat the observations upon the old prison which have 
been made every year. No alteration has taken place within the last year. The prisoners 
are supplied with food and bedding according to law, and classified so far as the limited 
accommodation admits. The local inspector is anxious to conduct the prison with regularity, 
and is much interested in the instruction of the male prisoners. The females are, to a certain 
degree, attended to ; but as yet no appointment has been made which fulfils the intention 
of the Legislature, in requiring that a matron should be placed over them. A certain time 
is now given by the wife of an officer of the gaol, and it would be very important that the 
female class should be placed under better regulations, as it is, perhaps, the only department 
in which a complete reform can be made in an old and inconvenient prison. 

It is very lamentable to see the male classes in a state of total idleness ; and it is strongly 
recommended to the Board to endeavour to appoint some system of employment for the 
poor prisoners, under the 104th section of the Act. Should employment be contrived, much 
could be done to improve the present condition of the prisoners, and to lead Ur still further 
good effects when the system can be extended in the better accommodation of the new 
prison. B 
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Athy. 

THE ne Z Gao1 in th , is town is nearly finished, and will be ready for occupation this 
summer. The accommodation will be sufficient for the average mimL of prisoner 3 
adapt of classification and employment. The under-gronnd story of the E S 
under water, occasioned by the proper sewers not being; made nrevimi* tn 
building ; this will now necessarily involve an increased expense The addition n 

tread-wheel will also be necessary to complete this prison. P addlt,0n ° f a smaU 

The old gaol is still in use, and kept as clean as circumstances will admit • but a detailed 
report would only contain a recapitulation of its wants in cells, yards dav mnm- l' v? 
chapel and every legal accommodation. A fever has lately 

Hie gaol rvfiere no hospital existed to separate the healthy from the sick. The attention S 
the medical officer ,s very creditable to him under such circumstances, and haj “ d the 

ho»eTer toTeome remov,D e e “ ter h ” lthy or tho5e in fev “ *> “other place 



North 

District. 



County of Leitrim Gaol. 

f,Toura ! J ! e Ee P° rt J ™ 5 ‘0 make on the interior economy and manao-e 

ment of fins new gaol last year, I had hoped to have seen a greater proeSHL .“S 
> f , P nso » discipline than I have found on this inspection. F had reason to elnect 
I should have been enabled to put forward Leitrim gaol as a model and T oir. P 
report that it has not fallen back. The Board of Superintendence were kind enough °to 
, Cada “ e f ,n ? 011 m y inspection and I explained fully to them the reasons which se § emed 
Sn be ■ CaUSC °l an y defects .! n t h e management; and from their zeal and anxffitv 
about the prison over which they preside, I have no doubt that a remedy will be provided ? 

e g feat objects of punishment to the unruly, and those sentenced to hard labour with 
employment for all prisoners, are for the most part neglected in this prison. The tread- 
wheel only appears to be laughed at, as the prisoners are placed on it for an hour when 
necessary to supply water; are locked in there without a superintendent to keep order and 
enforce the work; and the whole system has nothing in it resembling the grave senLnce 
of the law against a criminal These matters are of vital importance; and though the 
gaol was remarkably clean, and the legal classification strictly attended to, I could nft con- 
sider myself justified in reporting favourably of a discipline which is manifestly deprive 
m executing the sentence of the judge, or providing employment for all prisoners^ the law 
directs Some attempt has been made at breaking stones, but it is oKempom^ and 
without system or encouragement. y P a Y’ an(1 

prisoneisT rd * Ie,Ui " “ ^ C ° at ° f P<m<iered sto ” es > might be done by the 

The water is not of a good quality, and a remedy should be provided, 
lhere is no regular gaol clothing. 

A steam apparatus is required to ensure cleanliness and economy 

The female class is attended to by a matron, but there does not appear that improvement 

and morel tendency .nlffis department which , 5 to obvious in gaol's when supported bv 

the attendance of benevolent ladies, and the zeal of a highly qualified matron PP by 
A male school is established and well attended to by an efficient master and the affirm 
are anxious to promote the welfare of the establishment. ° fficera 

,T he gao1 affo . rds accommodation for the average number of prisoners, having 7, 

cells, with provision for debtors and other legal departments. S 74 

Bridewell — County Leitrim. 

Manor Hamilton. 

County of Londonderry Gaol. 

description oVfrilone 01111 ^ ° f L0 , nd0nd , ei 7 conta ins the most ample accomodation for every 
county prisons^nT < reffind Ild Th^ V* am ? ng the m0St com “°dious and best regula Jd 

suited tc^each cla C ■***'* T’ 3 “ nuraber - and the arrangements particularly 

semi-circular^ nlln distributed in a large new prison, built on the 
two classes of debtor* 0 f ° nt . being allotted to, and affording ample room for the 

Zh separate ^ vards wh l f P™°” entirely detached in* two buildings 

with separate yards, which were originally intended as houses of correction ^ 

tor^tfener^v^^respect'tif fbatthe county had adopted the suggestion of tile Inspec- 

It is particularly 

10^™^ P"‘ "f * -un-circular bull/- 

The nresent arrano-ement kpLc TT , 11 , sufficiently from the adjoining male classes, 

and From each other. AmrtoSente " ,1 | '° lly d, > ti °? from the raal P P. ri ™». 

other for the female turnkey. The W KSL T S? h ° T • « nd m ‘he 

ai-female attendance „ P o J „ the female £££ tSfcSS SSt 
F 4 
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North and other suitable works, and the second in spinning and washing, for which latter purpose 
District. washin°--troughs and boilers are erected in a shed within their yard. Both classes are 

v — — ' instructed in reading and writing, and on the whole the improvement in this important 

branch of prison discipline, since my last inspection, is most gratifying. This is much to be 
attributed to the benevolent labours of a committee of ladies, who are so constant in their 
attention as to visit every day. _ . . 

The inspector’s office is conducted with great care, under the direction ol the Board of 
Superintendence, who meet weekly, and pay much attention to the interior economy of the 
prison. The system of accounts prescribed by law, as well as the additional books recom- 
mended from our office, are kept with much regularity. 

It is important, with a view to holding out an example to other gaols, to notice the 
general system of prison dresses which is extended to every class of prisoners throughout 
the establishment. The uniformity and decent appearance of the prisoners are consequently 
very striking ; but it is a consideration of much greater importance that in issuing these 
prison dresses the county are affording what is unquestionably the legal right of the pri- 
soners. Although a considerable, it is a necessary expense to the public, notwithstanding 
which it is o-enerally withheld, except in individual cases of absolute want of clothing, which 
is an erroneous construction of the Prison Act as relating to supplies to poor prisoners. 
The local inspector informed me that one prison dress per man in the year will amply pro- 
vide for their average of 98 prisoners. 

It is necessary to suggest to the grand juiy the expediency of making an arrangement 
to reduce the expense of the dietary, which is rated as high as 6 d. per man each day, while 
the excellent diet of the very contiguous county gaol at Lifford does not exceed threepence 
halfpenny. The arrangement of a cocking kitchen, which could be made at a cost not ex- 
ceeding 50/., would enable the Board of Superintendence to reduce the expense of diet by 
a sum not less than 500 1. a-year. . 

There is no tread-wheel in this gaol; the reason assigned for which is the very small num- 
ber of persons sentenced to hard labour. The poor prisoners are systematically, and now fully 
employed in their schools and in breaking stones. 

The general appearance and attention of the subordinate officers, the state of the hospi- 
tal, and the general cleanliness of the gaol, are most creditable to the board and to the 
local inspector. 

Bridewells — County Londonderry. 



Coleraine. 

THIS Prison, which is used both as the local prison of a corporation and as a county 
bridewell, contains no accommodation suited to either purpose. It is a place of confinement 
which, in the present state of prison discipline and of the law, cannot be continued. 
There is also a great deficiency in the want of a court-house for the courts of the corpora- 
tion and quarter sessions: and I have ventured to propose to the local authorities of 
Coleraine that a court-house should be erected, together with a suitable gaol for the impri- 
sonment of debtors and others, committed by the corporation or county magistrates. The 
success of the proposal (in which I have received some encouragement) canndt be decided 
until the next spring assizes. 

Newtown Limavady. 

THIS Prison is neat and comfortable, so far as it affords accommodation, in which, how- 
ever, it is most defective. I have therefore submitted a plan for adding to and altenng the 
present plan. Bedding and all necessary supplies are provided. 

Magherafelt. 

THIS is the worst Prison now remaining in any town in which a presentment has not been 
made for a new gaol. It cannot be any longer continued in its present state. I have not, 
however proposed the erection of a new gaol, but have furnished a plan for some improve- 
ment, which may, in some degree, justify the Inspectors General in not submitting to the 
Lord Lieutenant the necessity of its total abolition, under the 90th section ot the 7th 
Geo. IV. chapter 74. 

Londonderry Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS department is pretty much in the same state as when last reported on. The gentle- 
men of the county lament, as much as the Inspectors can do, the want of better accommo- 
dation : but as the building of the District Asylum has actually commenced, and made consi- 
derable progress, it is needless to point out the defects ot tins asylum, humanely insti- 
tuted when no better means could be accomplished for the care of lunatics and idiots. The 
care of the patients is lenient and humane, and due attention paid to cleanliness ana 
order. The females are wholly removed from the cells into an upper ward in the in- 
firmary. 

County of Longford Gaol. 

THIS new Gaol has gradually improved since it was occupied, and may now be ranked 
amongst the first class for discipline and good order, and is an excellent specimen ot what 
mav be expected from the appointment of qualified and zealous officers. Mr. North, the 
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present governor, is a half-pay officer, and has introduced all those military habits of system 
and regularity so well calculated to benefit a public establishment. Should his suggestions 
meet with the approbation of the Board of Superintendence (and I have no doubt they will 
receive due consideration and support), this gaol will be an example to others, and is at pre- 
sent highly creditable to the county. 1 

° f Par )j ament for the management of prisons in Ireland is enforced in every 
Sided Th C e P V Want m f* ® mploy “ ei J t for , a11 criminals, and a gaol dress not beinf 
rrr d - jt! Ejects win, I understand, be taken into immediate consideration by the 
poaia, and 1 trust that no view of economy will prevent their adoption, as the law isdeci- 
Slv ®> an d the practical result will prove to be retrenchment instead of expense 

Many of the prisoners were employed breaking stones, and, should no other occupation 
lor them be provided, I believe this, under good management, may make a return to the 
county, as well as afford a trifling remuneration for the prisoners. 

The legal classification is enforced in this gaol. There arc sufficient cells to give a 
separate one to each prisoner, except m extreme cases of crowding. 

hard LbourTndha 8 , 11 ^ 1168 t0 - ^ gaoI *- and is in ful1 operation for those sentenced to 

A 8°° d “kooll™ been 

j. f S J “f laS v is wel1 regoWed under a matron, who appears anxious to perform her 
anEs^ladi ° g0 n. t S u 0l “1 ” attendl!d *»• bot <bere fs not sufficient employment ; 
to fclwS" “ app °“ lted ' the adTanta S es attending ,uch P a support 

The accommodation of this gaol consists of an infirmary, a chapel, to day-rooms, and 
66 cells, exclusive of debtors and females’ apartments. J 

The officers are attentive and zealous in their various departments. 

County of Louth Gaol. 

TreS a ‘ /’ lmdalk continues to hold a high rank amongst the county gaols of 

Ireland, with respect to its order, cleanliness, and interior economy' The Bond// Snper- 
re g“ 1ar m their meetings, and have every assistance from the local inspector 
governor, matron, and subordinate officers. ‘ ’ 

in OTOT^tv'ES'k j 0 “ ta j nl .J' deficient in accommodation, as the female prisoners 
counlj should he divided into three classes at the least, viz. tried, untSed, and 

contains ’but , da y- I00ms a " d y “ ds ‘° each ’ whereas “ g a °l the female part 
Sr m V" d T y J ard ' U “ der P resent circumstances it is redom- 
mended to open a door from the smaller day-room into the male debtors’ yard and to cut 
°PL b ! “ p ?7“ tl0n ™ 1 a . P att ‘b»t y ard tor the use of one class of females. It would 

fitted b m ° n 1 ?f * le yB u dS all °* ted to ,he females t0 erect a room or shed 

fitted up with a boiler, washing-troughs, &c., to be used as a laundry, it beino- most 
desirable that one class of the women should be employed in washing for the whole Mol * 
nrison'Jr^Tb* 7 “’Tw T".* he description of prison dresfes issued to tG male 
prisoners, it being our decided opinion that the adoption of party-coloured dresses is 
objectionable ill principle, as being calculated to degrade the prisoner and to debase the 
mind and as militating against the principles of reformation and moral improvement 
which ale the objects aimed at by the present system of prison discipline. This description 
of dress is forbidden in the English prison Act, except in the case of tided felons and is 
not usually supplied to them, or even to the convicts transmitted for transportation.' 
tl,. fl T P l‘ BCapa J ° m “ ch ■■"Tl-ovement at a small expence, by opening a door from 

the female class and erecting partitions between the seats of the severe! classes • it is 
should"? deslraM f that tbe wooden bedsteads, which are old and not in a good ’state 
should be removed and replaced by iron ones, as the Act directs. S ’ 

I he employment of the prisoners is carried on in this prison with o-reat steadiness and 
3nd ° n 4 ~ e 7 hole ' the g ener al management of the establishment reflects (as it 
officet Smce °"' ac 1“ a “ ta »“ with it) much eredit on the county and onlhe 

Bridewell — County Louth. 

Ardee. 

THE new Bridewell in Ardee is at length roofed in ; it is situated in rear of the castle 
f ad “ l “ tal "*, the accommodation require! by law. The erection of a new prison is a most 
executed! neces8ary ‘■“P'ovement in this town, and the work appears to be very well 

Town of Drogheda Gaol. 

“‘i e “ c -“rt and afford 

prison Thero are however, 

Lable meins m“y ta ^tefto S Uie^and to “‘T !f’ that tha P“» 

funds of the town/ The Xratmns S“ddto„ J tquM ate :* '** ^ ^ 

1 st. A room for a matron in the female yard 
2 d. A general cooking kitchen. 
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North 3<I- A shed for the work in the open air. 

District. 4th. A room in the hospital yard, to serve as a female hospital, and a wall to divide 

— — ' that yard for the separation of males and females. 

5th. The completion of all the cells with iron bedsteads. 

It is lamentable still to see this gaol without any schoolmaster or efficient matron. The 
allowing the prisoners to remain without the literary or moral advantages of these provisions 
of the Act, may be considered as a matter of economy forced upon the Grand Jury by the 
state of their funds ; but it should be considered whether the diminution of crime, by a good 
system of instruction, is not the legitimate source from which a saving should be hoped for. 
The law is imperative on the subject. It was proposed, and agreed to by the governor, that 
his wife should be appointed to the office of matron, and that a small proportion of his salary 
should be allotted to her for the performance of the duties of that office ; a plan which, I am 
sorry to find, has been abandoned. 

It would be most desirable that cells should be erected in the female yard, to prevent the 
lodging together, in the same room, 1 of the female prisoners of all classes and characters, who 
may be confined at the same time. However, it is perhaps not expedient for this year to 
add this object to the list of immediate wants. On the day of inspection there was not one 
woman confined in the gaol, a circumstance which I have not met with in any other instance 
during my connexion with the prison department. 

It is proposed by some members of the Board of Superintendence to erect a tread-wheel, 
although the number sentenced to hard labour is very small. Eleven only have received that 
sentence within the last year. 

The inspection of this year was made quite unexpectedly, and without any previous notice 
to the officers ; and it is but justice to them to state that I could discover nothing dis- 
creditable to them in the state of the prison. On the contrary, the system was arranged 
and in order. It is, however, my duty to add, that there is nothing to be spoken of in high 
terms of praise ; and I have left several directions with the governor, from which I anticipate 
much improvement before my intended return to Drogheda in a short time. 

P. S. On my second visit, in my return from my northern tour, I was happy to find that 
much exertion had been made to improve the manner of keeping this prison. 

County of Meath Gaol. 

IN the Report of the last year, made by Major Palmer, the defects of this county gaol 
were pointed out in detail ; the principal heads of which are, want of room, want of in- 
firmaries, chapels, female prison, kitchen, solitary cells and yards ; and, above all, want of 
the means of that classification which is no less contrary to the Act of Parliament, than 
subversive of any system of prison discipline which aims at imprisonment, or at any higher 
object than safe custody and cleanliness. 

It is unnecessary for me to urge these considerations again upon the grand jury, as they 
have determined to build a new gaol, and have, at the last spring assizes, presented the sum 
of 24,000 1 . for that purpose. A plan has been approved by them for the erection of a prison, 
containing accommodation for 140 prisoners in separate cells, together witli 10 rooms pro- 
vided (as the Act directs) with three or more beds in each. This accommodation will amply 
provide for the wants of the county, and afford the best means of classification, much at- 
tention having been paid to the plan, which is on the radiating principle, and executed in the 
best manner. 

The disadvantages which the want of a good prison necessarily involve are certainly 
rendered as little conspicuous as the nature of the case will admit, by the cleanly and 
orderly state of the wards, and the manner in which the interior regulations are carried on 
in the several departments, which evince the watchful care of the Board of Superintendence 
and local inspector, and the general attention of the officers. There is, however, certainly 
no field at present for the exercise of many qualifications in the governor and subordinate 
officers, which will be found indispensable when prison discipline shall have arrived at that 
perfection which the Legislature have contemplated in framing the Acts relating to prisons. 

The principal defect in the present system, and which is respectfully urged upon the 
immediate attention of the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence, is the non-compliance 
with the 104th section of the Act, which renders it imperative on the board to appoint and 
direct, and on the governor to carry on, work for the employment of all poor prisoners who 
receive the county allowances. This is the great turning point on which depends whether 
imprisonment is to improve or to injure the moral condition of those who are committed to 
the gaol. If then it is possible to contrive any system of work, (of which there can be 
little doubt,) surely no consideration of difficulty, much less of policy in reference to the 
general industry of the county, should interfere with a duty which involves such an alterna- 
tive, as whether the managers of a prison shall, become the instruments of increasing or 
diminishing the sum of evil and crime in the county. The breaking of stones for gaol or 
public use is an ordinary mode of employment, and probably stone- cutting, or other 
preparatory work for the new gaol, might be advantageously introduced. 

The Inspectors General would feel deficient in their duty to the county if they omitted to 
point out, (see Major Palmer’s Report of last year,) that it is not sufficient to employ 
a schoolmaster for so limited a part of each day as three hours, and particularly in a prison 
in which no work is provided. The only way in which the defect can be remedied is by 
adding to school instruction the usual hojrrs of labour. A schoolmaster should be hired 

who 
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who could devote his entire time to the eaol. It is akn * .1 , 

to command the services of the best qualified persons Manv * are sufficient 

the best public establishments, and who completely understand thi^nt ^ atr ° nS ’ traUied m 
ployed. 1 y luersta na the duty, are now unem- 

Brideteelh — County Meath. 



Kells. 

THE nsw Bridewell, for which a presentment has been made, is not yet commenced 

“ ai "T Sutton on the out 

taken dLm ° ld m wh,ch the bl «*-hole was contained, has been 

Navan. 

?H 

County of Monaghan Gaol. 

THE state of the Gaol at Monaghan has always merited a verv f , 

since m, last inspection in the northern district. "“>8™™*. have been very decided 

syalTof 

points in which that good effect may be Reduced by my Report oTthitgtol ' ^ ““ 

officer aPPOi “ ted ‘° ^‘ies in the gLl, and all yon^ »>’ 

5*h. d d 

Bt^d to p0int ° Ut 80,ne drf “ ts ' the interference of the 

tst. There is no female turnkey, which is an infraction of the provisions of the 

2 d. The want of yards and division between the «pv« .k„ v ' v , . 

ffiotf’d 1 haVe alS ° T Ch bkme t0 attach t0 the governor* in haS 
allotted one room m this very small hospital to the lora^e nf /L ! 

, sxrxiAiaz -faiSss; '= 

„ A *%£ Jathy'XTome^ * “ dta * P »‘ to -E *>S 

«h Th.°ni! d d d l! 0 ' ‘°, the ‘“rf-house is much wanted. 

5 P riLl d ™ 0rS8l ‘° nld te pW ia their proper day-rooms, as the other 

6,h ' T wouTdT4",?rsUL d td dSin th ,- cWs ,°f P»»f «ors and females 
7 th. The labour of the SJriiS " h * 8 Pris °“ Ad. 

pnnted regulations which have !ee„ issued by “the ““ 
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North These points can very easily be regulated by the Board of Superintendence ; but I would 
District, desire particularly to call their serious attention to that evil of the first magnitude, which is 

v — — ' keeping back prison discipline, disturbing the peace of society, and filling our gaols, viz. 

the want of work for the poor prisoners, according to the terms of the Act of Parliament, 
7th Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 104. It may be an object difficidt to be established, but it is the 
bounden duty of those who possess the controlling power in county gaols to use endeavours 
to overcome the difficulties. The prisons in Dublin and Belfast afford examples of complete 
success ; and any board of superintendence, who can show their poor prisoners fully 
employed, will not only do a great service to their own county, but, in the way of example, 
to the whole kingdom. . 

I had the very great satisfaction of meeting a most respectable committee of ladies at 
the gaol, who are now employed in the benevolent work of establishing a system of super- 
intendence in the female prison ; from whose labours the most beneficial results may be 
expected. 

Bridewells — County Monaghan. 



Castleblayney. 

THE new Prison in this town is not yet occupied, but it is so nearly finished that 
prisoners will be received within a month. It consists of a good keeper’s apartments, two 
yards for prisoners, with water in each, and one for the keeper; two day-rooms and seven 
cells. The keeper’s office commands a view of both yards, and on the whole this may be 
considered a most complete small prison. 

Carrickmacross. 

THIS Black-hole ought no longer be continued, and if a presentment should not be made 
at the next assizes for a new gaol (for which a better plan cannot be adopted than that of 
Castleblayney), it would be necessary to abolish the prison by the power vested in govern- 
ment to that effect by the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74. 

County of Roscommon Gaol. 

ROSCOMMON Gaol maintains its character for cleanliness and order. The classifi- 
cation and discipline required by law are attended to, and I have every reason to be satisfied 
with the zeal and attention of the officers, so far as the efficiency rests with them ; but so 
long as the male prisoners, tried and untried, remain unemployed, I cannot look for that 
reformatory system which is the chief object of gaol discipline. Employment of the 
prisoners will always act either as a punishment for crime, or an encouragement to industry, 
and idleness must produce vice and evil communication. 

I cannot consider that the local situation of Roscommon gaol presents any barrier to work 
being procured, and I again submit to the Grand Jury and the Board of Superintendence 
the advantage of procuring stones to be broken and sold, or a presentment being made for 
repairing a street or pathway by the prisoners, which is done with profit in some gaols ; and 
even at a loss, this would prove finally a benefit, by lessening the number of committals. 

The legal classification is attended to, and the prison is remarkably clean. The school - 
is well attended to by a qualified master, and produces its usual good results. 

The female department has considerably improved. Alternate work and school instruction, 
with the occasional visits of a ladies’ committee, have secured order and gratitude amongst 
the prisoners, and will inevitably produce reformation in this class. 

The accommodation of this gaol is sufficient for the average number of prisoners, and the 
furniture is complete. 

The deficiencies in Roscommon gaol, which call for immediate correction, are as follows : — 

1st. No account of the issue of provisions is kept as the law requires, and in 
point of fact, there is no efficient check kept of this important expenditure. 
On looking over the comparative expense of each gaol in Ireland, according 
to their numbers, I find Roscommon prison is the highest, as appeals by 
our printed Parliamentary Report, a copy of which I left in the gaol. 

2d. There are no prison dresses. 

3d. The provisions are cooked in each class, from the want of a steam apparatus, 
thus producing delay at meal-hours, and confusion, if not a less degree of 
cleanliness. Forty pounds would erect a good steam apparatus. 

4th. The tread-wheel is out of order. 

Bridewells — County Roscommon . 

Boyle. 

THE new Bridewell is building, and will contain sufficient accommodation. The old one 
is illegal, and totally unfit for the reception, of prisoners. 

Athlone. 

A presentment has been made to erect a new bridewell in the rear of the present one, 
which is illegal, and totally unfit to put a human being into. It is under ground, and 
frequently has water some inches deep in each cell. 
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Castlerea and Strokestown. 

THE Bridewells at Castlerea and Strokestown have been abandoned, and the money 
presented some time since for erecting new bridewells in those towns has not been yet 
expended. 

Lunatic Asylum. 

THE old Gaol is, as usual, occupied with some lunatics and idiots, who are fed and 
clothed by the county. The place is not suitable for them, but, being an act of humanity 
on the part of the grand jury, I am not aware of any power in the grand jury to erect a better 
one. I could not discover any act of cruelty used towards these poor creatures, but it would 
be most desirable to get them removed to a provincial asylum. The females are better 
separated from the male idiots than formerly. There were 14 males and 9 females at my 
inspection. 

County of Sligo Gaol. 

THE County of Sligo gaol I found, in almost all respects, similarly situated as it was on 
last inspection. It was one of the first counties to erect a good new prison, and I trust it will 
not be the last to introduce a system of employment for all, and hard labour for such pri- 
soners as are subject to it. There does not appear any material attempt at either. A few 
prisoners were breaking stones, but no regular system was established for it, and a tread- 
wheel is not used. Until these salutary and necessary parts of prison discipline are enforced, 
it is vain to expect reformation, or that dread of confinement which would tend to lessen 
crime. Evil communication would prevent the former, and idleness would cancel all the 
terrors of imprisonment. 

These defects cannot be attributed to the officers, who are intelligent and anxious for the 
character of the gaol. It rests with the grand jury to provide the means, and the Board of 
Superintendence to enforce the law on these points, without which no public officer can 
report a prison in a high state of discipline. 

The female class are attended to by a matron, aided by a benevolent association of ladies, 
who instruct them and provide work. 

A male school has been established with good effects. 

. A general kitchen and steam apparatus is much wanted to ensure cleanliness, economy, 
and regularity at meals. 

Classification is provided for as respects yards, cells, and day-rooms, but there is a defect 
in the open railing at the end of each yard, which enables the classes to communicate. 

The lunatics confined in this gaol are a serious evil, and should, if possible, be provided 
for in the county infirmary, until a district asylum is erected. Some female idiots were kept 
in a class with sane women, contrary to law, and to the great injury of all attempts at good 
order. 

The pipes that convey water to the yards are still defective, and a criminal is occasionally 
lodged in a spare debtor’s apartment, which has occasioned complaints. 

A new marslialsea is building, and the entire prison and hospital are kept remarkably 
clean. It is only doing justice to the local inspector, the Rev. Mr. Armstrong, to state 
that he is a zealous and valuable public officer. 

The accommodation this gaol affords consists of 8 yards, 52 cells, 1 2 debtors apartments, 
18 day and work-rooms, with an infirmary and chapel. A few more cells would be necessary 
to provide a single cell for each prisoner. 

Bridewell — County Sligo. 

Ballymote. 

THIS Prison has sufficient accommodation for a temporary place of confinement. The 
males and females are separated, and the pauper prisoners are fed. The quarterly returns 
are regularly furnished, and the keeper attends to his duty. The rector of the parish is 
kind enough to inspect and look after this small prison. 

County of Tyrone Gaol. 

AT the last annual inspection it was in contemplation to occupy the new gaol in a few 
months, but various unavoidable delays prevented it till a late period this year, and then so 
partially as to render it impossible and unjust to make a specific report on the present dis- 
cipline ; the workmen of the contractors are engaged in altering the old prison, though in 
part occupied, and the unusually crowded state (viz. 149 prisoners) at this period, causes 
only surprise that so litle confusion exists ; this is only to be attributed to the efficiency of 
the officers, from whose zeal and intelligence I continue to look forward to this gaol exhi- 
biting a practical system of discipline in every department, including classification and 
employment, which cannot now be enforced. 

A good male school is in operation, and in the proposed arrangements a matron is to be 
appointed as soon as the female rooms are ready for occupation. A ladies’ committee has 
been nominated, but their efforts cannot be effectual until suported by a qualified matron. 

A board of superintendence has been appointed by the grand jury. A good tread-wheel 
has been erected, and also a very complete steam apparatus for cooking the food. 

I would submit for consideration that a yard should be enclosed in front of the old gaol, 
for security as well as to enable the prisoners to work the pump within the precincts of 
the gaol. 

When the entire buildings and alterations are complete, there will be abundant accommo- 
dation for the average number of prisoners. 

68. G 3 



m 

North 

District. 



Prirjted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



60 APPENDIX TO SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 
Bridewells — County Tyrone. 

Dungannon. 

THE old Prison is still occupied, and the building of the new gaol and court-house not 
yet commenced. The great defect in the old prison is that there is no separate place of con- 
finement for the female prisoners by day ; this very objectionable circumstance should induce 
the magistrates at once to forward every female prisoner to Omagh, until the new gaol is 
completed. 

Strabane. 

THIS Prison contains the separation for the sexes, day-rooms, cells, yards and keeper’s 
apartments as required by law ; is perfectly furnished, and on the day of inspection appeared 
in every respect to be kept with all the care and neatness which the regulations of the court 
of King’s Bench prescribe. 

C/ogher. 

THIS Prison remains as reported on the last three years, totally deficient in the accom- 
modation required by law. A day-room should be erected and the yard divided, windows 
and fire-places should be placed in each of the two cells, and a pump sunk ; if these legal 
additions are not made, the prison will necessarily be abolished as the Act directs. The 
pauper prisoners are fed, &c. and blankets are provided. The officiating clergyman visits, 
and the keeper attends to his duty. 

County of Westmeath Gaol. 

THE large addition to the Gaol at Mullingar, which is in a very forward state of progress, 
not being as yet occupied, it is impossible to make any satisfactory report. The want of 
room in the present prison is such that the average of nine men are placed in each sleeping- 
cell, containing the proper accomodation for three : there are no single cells, and but one 
small day-room, deficient in light and ventilation, for the reception of the whole of the male 
criminals. The Board of Superintendence have not resorted to the only measure of alleviation 
practicable under these distressing circumstances, a measure before recommended by the 
inspectors general, viz. to establish the diet of bread and milk, and thus to avoid cooking in 
the rooms ; whereas now, by the adoption of the mixed dietary, the heat and labour of cook- 
ing, in the miserably confined space to which the prisoners are confined, is added to the 
other inconveniences under which they labour. Upon consultation with the local inspector 
and medical officer of the gaol, I was led to think that the present arrangement is not even 
attended with a saving to the public, (the only advantage which could be proposed,) and 
that if the expense of fuel, utensils, &c. is taken into account, the bread diet would be 
found nearly as cheap as that now in use. 

The state of the clothing of the prisoners requires the attention of the board, many men 
and women being without shoes or stockings, and in want of other articles to which they are 
entitled by law. I have transmitted to the local inspector an estimate for a very cheap and 
eligible description of male clothing. 

The tread-wheel is established ; the power not being, however, applied to any particular 
purpose ; it therefore only serves as a means of carrying into effect the sentence “ to hard 
labour.” For this purpose it has not been applied with effect, the men being employed but 
for four hours in the day during summer, and but one third (instead of two thirds) of the 
number employed being at the same time placed upon the wheel. I have given in charge to 
the governor the printed regulations for carrying on this system of hard labour. 

Tne system of supply of medicines is expensive. In a large county from which I had come 
prior to my visit to Mullingar, I found the medicines supplied from the county infirmary, 
where they were compounded ; and the expense of medicines for the infirmary and gaol, (the 
former containing 42 beds,) did not exceed the charge for the gaol alone at Mullingar. 

The new building will be occupied by summer assizes, 1828 ; it contains 110 cells, nine of 
which will hold three beds each; a good governor’s house, chapel, infirmary, general kitchen, and 
every other necessary accommodation. The arrangement which I should recommend, with 
respect to the distribution of the classes, is, that the male criminals and pauper debtors 
should occupy the new gaol, and that the master debtors, king’s evidence, and all classes of 
females, matrons. Sic. should be placed in the old building. 

It is but justice to the officers of the gaol to say, that, notwithstanding the disadvantages 
under which they labour, (principally from the defects of the old building, but partly from 
the defects in the system here pointed out with respect to dietary, dresses, &c. with total 
want of any employment for the prisoners, except in the school,) they have endeavoured to 
counteract them by a very active discharge of their duty, and by keeping the prison in a 
cleanly and orderly state. 



North 
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Bridewell — County Westmeath. 

Moate. 

THIS Bridewell I found in a worse state than I had ever before seen it in. The defects of 
the building were reported on my last inspection. In addition, I found the manner of 
keeping, on my present tour, more objectionable if possible. I had expected to find the new 
court-house and prison in a state of forwardness, but found that the building was only 
about to commence. 
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South District. 



County of Carlow Gaol. 

AN addition to this Prison having been presented for at the last assizes it i« „„„ 
cessary to report, aa hitherto, on the want oF accommodation in the old gaol oYcaTw 
However it is my duty to state, that whatever could be done in a hJlv ? a t 
gaol, without sufficient room for classification, has been accomplished bv ^he o-n 6 
recently appointed, who is a highly qualified officer, aX^S t give a lif Zl°Z 
an those plana of gaol discipline which the Act of Parliament recognial, It is right £ 
state, that on a late vacancy m the govemorahip of this prison, the 5 sheriff abandoned 
the patronage, and advertised for one, with the view of procuring a nmX dted ii 
respect to the office. This benevolent and patriotic effort to procure an 
has fuUy succeeded, and holds out great encouragement in every similar case^ Much mav 
be done by a good governor with very inferior accommodation, and this has been eviS 
m Carlow, which justifies my favourable report. lcea 

The female department has been completely new modelled, and is now conducted 
under an excellent matron. Employment, schooling, and moral instruction are enforced 
aFd “m’atrom °° mmltU!e at,end - and encoura 8 e l y S'* support the efforts of the governo i 

classes , ate d ™ ded “ j" “ practicable, and, in the absence of other emnlov- 
ment for the present, an efficient school occupies many hours in the day P ^ 

The tread-wheel is legitimately used for such as are sentenced to hard labour and the 
system^ Supenntendence attend > to regulate and give effect to the workings of a sound 

B ? ard were , kind enough to attend at my inspection, and adopted an arrangement 
Snn? 6 employm ® nt of tbe male prisoners at stone-breaking, and also agfeed to 

F ° P0Sed f ” the " temal — ^ 

besuXSrYtoXom We " Ct0Se °' ‘ he ' 0Cal inSpe ° t0r " Mal °“ to fo ™“ d a » 

Bridewell — County Carlow. 

Tullow. 

THIS is a new Bridewell of the second class. The accommodation is sufficient for 
ordmary cases, when the county gaol is only six miles distant, and conseXntlv the 

KE ”£££ whifhXXhmmcd'tS; *SSSd **• 

County of Clare Gaol. 

I was much gratified on my inspection of Ennis gaol this year. It exhibited a svstem 
of discipline superior to any, thing 1 have seen in Ireland ; and should the governor \ who 
is a half-pay officer) steadily persevere in executing his plans for managing the entire 
mtenor economy of the pnson, supported as he is by an enlightened andYeflous S3 
of Supenntendence, I shall expect to see realized the modern view of a perfect system of 
moral government providing punishment for the depraved and incorrigiblF vagrant and an 
opportunity fo, reformation to the juvenile class, the untried criminal, the mhTor offender 

reXmY'ith"? Crlme ’ 1° d ‘? e f j” a ! e m ass ' "' ho al "’ a y s be considered as subjects of 
reform (uith few exceptions) under judicious management. I feel myself justified in thus 
expressing myself 111 favour of the best attempt 1 have seen toward J organizing a sound 
plan in our gaols, and I trust the next annual Inspection will not d.sappoiS me S 
The legal classification is complied with. “ 

• Tll ?r t f ed pris0 " e ^ are all employed, and provided with a gaol dress : and it is in the 
immediate contemplation of the Board to place the untried at work. 

The tread-wheel is in full operation for those sentenced to hard labour, and is preventing 
re-committals, and making the gaol a terror instead of a place almost desirable. P S 

A sch ° o1 13 estab lshed on * he best system, and only requires being extended to all 
prisoners to ensure general usefulness. 1 b 

The female class are attended to by a committee of ladies ; and when provided with tin 

at P— ‘ r— E d ~ 

A steam apparatus provides for the strictest regularity and cleanliness at meals. 

68 ' G “t All 
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South All the prisoners sleep in cots, an arrangement which is very neat in appearance, and 
District, provides for a crowded state of a gaol, to which it is always liable ; and, 

v ' The whole appears to me to be conducted by a governor who takes an interest in the 

establishment over which he is placed, and who, by a temperate and benevolent, yet dig- 
nified conduct, is gradually introducing a moral discipline creditable to himself and highly 
beneficial to the county. 

I cannot close this detail of what I conceive to be the merits of this gaol without stating, 
that the Board of Superintendence zealously watch over all its interests, without which nothing 
would have been done hitherto, or will be done in future. I cannot show my interest in the 
well-being of this prison better than by submitting to the grand jury the necessity of sup- 
porting their Board, by presenting for such matters as they shall recommend for the good 
of the establishment. 

The deficiencies of this gaol are as follows : 

ist. The untried prisoners are not employed, as directed by the Act for prisoners 
fed by the county. 

2d. Sheds are required in the yards for breaking stones in wet weather. 

3d. A provision should be made by presentment for a road, or otherwise to secure 
future employment. 

4th. A more general attendance on the school should be enforced. 

5th. A more highly qualified matron should be obtained. 

6th. Increased hospital accommodation should be provided, to prevent the ruinous 
practice of keeping sick and convalescent patients in their class. 

7th. The turnkeys should have a uniform coat, bespeaking their official situation ; 
and a trifling allowance to a wardsman in each class, (if well conducted 
and faithful to the governor,) would encourage moral government and 
detect frauds. 

8tli. The entire wood-work of the gaol requires painting. 

Should the Board approve of these suggestions I trust they will be provided for. 

Bridewells — County Clare. 



Kilrush. 

THIS Bridewell is built, but still requires a pump to be sunk, the yards to be gravelled, 
some iron doors for the cells, and some good sewers ; a greater excavation of earth should 
be made in the surrounding wall, and the windows in the keeper’s corridor should be 
lowered, to secure a better inspection of the yards. It cannot be legitimately occupied 
until these things are done. The old prison is quite unfit for use- 

Ennistymon. 

THIS new Bridewell is not yet finished, and seems to be abandoned by the contractor, 
the money originally granted being expended. It would be right for the grand jury to 
satisfy themselves how this could have happened, if a regular contract was made and 
security taken. It would require 150 1 . more at least to finish it, and I explained fully to 
Archdeacon Whitty, the local inspector, the mode it should be expended. I would submit, 
as the best plan, to present that sum, and appoint the archdeacon a commissioner to see 
it laid out. 

Tulla. 

THIS is a new Bridewell, containing sufficient legal accommodation. It is just finished, 
and will be furnished when reported ready for prisoners. 

Six-mile Bridge. 

THIS also is a new Bridewell, and contains all the legal accommodation. A pump is 
required previous to being occupied, when it will be furnished with bedsteads and bedding, 
as the law directs. 

Ennis Lunatic Asylum. 

MOST of the lunatics have been removed to the District Asylum at Limerick. The cells 
in the rear of the infirmary are still open for cases not admissible at Limerick, and 
Dr. Costello attends to them. 

County of Cork Gaol. 

THE labours of the Board of Superintendence of the gaols of this great county have been 
so extensive as to account for the prisons being not as yet completed, notwithstanding the 
early attention paid to the subject after the passing of the Acts of Parliament, which now 
regulate the system of prison discipline in this country. 

The gaols of the county of Cork at the commencement of this period consisted of one 
whollv inefficient old gaol, now remaining ; and of black-holes, devoid of all legal accom- 

modatxon. 
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modation, m the numerous quarter sessions and other populous towns throughout the county. 
Thesessions towns then six, but now increased to ten in number, also contained but two 
court-houses adequate to carry on the business of the quarter sessions. Under these circum- ' 
stances, the Grand Jury found themselves called upon, in the first instance, to add to their 
county gaol a house of correction, which is completed on the best construction (the radial 
plan), and contains 78 separate cells, with the other requisite accommodation : also to make 
such an addition to the sheriffs’ gaol as will afford 110 single cells. They were also obliged 
to build eight good court-housesftogether with prisons an«! keepers’ aparLente in Sen 
different stations throughout the county. In accomplishing these extensive objects the 
grand jury have been as liberal in their presentments as the nature of the case required • 
and though some difficulties and delays of an unexpected kind have occurred, particularly 
in the work of the bridewells, the whole is nearly completed, and another year will exhibit in 
this extensive county an arrangement in the prison department which will do credit to the 
jury, and operate beneficially in the way of example, 
with the . h . ouse of correction are carried on by the Board of Superintendence 

with the greatest precision, and the order and cleanliness of that prison are quite a model 
,T Steadi t t0 J" d “‘""-part of the day u£on the t,ead4hed,^d 
Cd la£,To ? he ? ccu P at,on °. f brealtm 8 stones ; so that in this county the sentence to 
nard labour is not merely a nominal sentence. J 

whteh^enllfti^ ar , ran f ™ ent9 are very incomplete, owing to the works still unfinished, 
which depnve the board of the most considerable part of their accommodation, and parti- 
cu arljr that part which affords solitary night cells. The female prison is also in progress of 
buildmg, which confines that class to a very limited quantity of room. 

- Alt hough the system of hard labour is now arranged in the house of correction, the very 
important object of providing work for the pauper prisoners, under the 104th section -of the 
Act, is still to be provided for; and we would particularly call on the efficient Board of 
Superintendence of this prison to give the fullest consideration to this all-important point 
as it may be laid down as a principle, that until the prisoners are at work, and the whole 
gaol a busy scene of employment, we cannot reckon that we have attained more than the 
r soun . d 9 y stem of prison discipline. We would beg to refer the Board to our 
P V jen 1 eral Re P ort of this year upon the subject of “ Work and Labour.” 

,7.7® ,e “ ale prison of Cork is a subject of much interest. The matron is an officer of decided 
abihty and zeal ; she is well supported, and as soon as the new works shall be complete, will 
A „_ th i a Vi advantages of classification, as the women will be separated into seven classes. 
“ ental and gratifying fact came before me on my tour, which I am induced to record : 
At the house of a friend near to a village m a remote part of the county, a female was brought 
to me, who had been discharged from the county gaol, by the lady of the house, who repre- 
sented her as having been a young woman of the very worst conduct in the village, and who 
now pointed her out to me as a completely reformed character. I conversed with the youn°- 
woman, and had the satisfaction to hear her declare (what she had before mentioned to my 
herbfe ^ D ° W Considered the da ^ of ,ler commi ttal to gaol as the most happy day of 

..I! 1 .L S i Ch00l „ f0r u ale P, risoi ? ers is carried on ^ a peculiar manner, which has succeeded 
extremely well. Each turnkey is required to possess the qualifications necessary to act as 
officer aSt6r ^ pnSOnerS ’ and each class is instructed in their own day-room by their own 

On the whole, there is much satisfaction in the present state, and much promise as to the 
ultimate character of this prison. The Board of Superintendence attend with regularity, and 
conduct the more minute details of their business by means of a sub-committee, whose days 
ol meeting are more frequent than those of the general board, and too much cannot be said 
m testimony to their ability and continued zeal. 

Bridewells — County Cork. 

THE progress of building the new court-houses and bridewells throughout this county has 
gone on rapidly this year, after a long season of delay, which arose from unexpected difficulties 
connected with the contracts. 

In the course of two months, and before the period for submitting this Report to govern- 
finTshed SUpennteudin ° archltect has reported his opinion that the following works will be 



Middleton 

Skibbereen 

Clonakilty 

Mallow . 

Kanturk 

Macroom 

Bantry 

Bandon 
Dunmanway - 
Mitchelstown 



) New court-houses and prisons. 



New Prisons 



The gaols in these severaltqwns ate substantial and creditable buildings, containing every 
accommodation which the Prison Act requires, and are ornamental to the towns m which 
tney are erected. 

68. H 



4 #/ 

South 

District. 
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Fermoy. 

THIS Prison has been enlarged and improved, and now contains sufficient accommodation 
for legal classification, with yards and day-rooms for male and female prisoners. It is furnished 
as the Act directs, and is kept in clean and creditable order ; much attention being paid to it 
by the parochial clergyman as local inspector. 

Youghal. 

THE old Prison at Youghal remains as it was on my last inspection, but kept in better 
order. The corporation would have lost their local prison, under the 96th section 7 Geo. IY. 
c. 74, but that they have received the authority of the Lord Lieutenant to continue the prison, 
under the 97th section. The plan is approved, and funds allotted for the erection of a new 
gaol, containing the requisite accommodations on the male and female sides of the criminal 
prison, together with good rooms for debtors in the marshalsea. 

Kinsale. 

THE Prison of this town is similarly circumstanced with that of Youghal, but the plan 
approved in Kinsale only extends to an addition to be made to the old gaol. 



Neiomarket, Butternut and Castle Martyr. 

THESE Prisons are to be discontinued on the completion of those at Middleton and 



Kanturk. 



Charleville. 



THE new County Prison intended for this town is now abandoned, at least for the present, 
and the local prison of the manor is abolished, under the 96th section 7 Geo. IV. chap. 74. . 



Cove. 



THIS very small Prison contains separate rooms for male and female prisoners, is sup- 
plied with the necessary comforts for them, and the prisoners are detained for so short a 
time that the bridewell is deemed sufficient. 



Cork Depot. 

THIS Establishment has always been conducted with great regularity, kept in a state of 
order and cleanliness, and much attention paid to the dietary and general expenditure. On 
the day of inspection it contained so very few inmates that there is little room for a detailed 
report, there having been only twelve females in custody, four of whom were detained on 
account of bad health. 

On one side of the house are still a number of superannuated and infirm male prisoners, 
for whom it would be very desirable that another place of confinement could be found this 
depot being the only place for the temporaiy confinement of female convicts from the gaols 
of the whole kingdom prior to embarkation, and it being necessary frequently to detain 
them in the county gaols for want of room, in consequence of a principal part of the depot 
being occupied by a very few male prisoners. 

We should wish to see this prison under the care of female officers, and in every respect 
governed as a female penitentiary ; and if it shall be necessaiy that a few urgent male 
cases should be admitted, we should suggest that a small proportion of the house should 
be separated and set apart for that purpose. 



Cork Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS extensive establishment is kept up at the joint expense of the county and city of Cork. 
It contained on the day of inspection 264 patients, viz. 



Males ------- 131 

Females ------- 133 



264 

They are classified in the following manner 
Males : 

Ward N° 1 . — For convalescents and quiet patients - - 50 

N° 2. — For active insanity - - - - 41 

N® 3. — For idiots, epileptics and incurables - - 40 



Females : 

Ward N° 1. — For convalescents and quiet patients 
N® 2. — For active insanity - - - 

N° 3. — For idiots, epeliptics and incurables 



There is a male and a female keeper jn each ward. 



131 



- 44 

- 49 

- 40 

133 



The 
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, '5' “P 1 ™' ? vh , e “ finished on the improved plan (for which money has been wanted 
by the grand juries), will accomodate 290 patients. y g am l 

Since last inspection the buildings have been idtered and divided, so as to afford three ' 
distinct classes for each sex. The alterations are j ndiciously planned, and afford the meaT. 
of inspection from the keeper's rooms. Then apartments are so placed as to look into tte 
day-rooms, and their sleeping-rooms are in the centre of their respective wards On this clan 
four of the wards have been completed, and similar alterations are in progres in the other 1, 

The asylum is placed under the care of Dr. Osbnrne, whose aSr.o te tut ef of 
his arduous situation do great credit to him ; and, on the whole, the establishment (of which 
a favourable Report has always been made), may be considered as having undergomTverv 
important improvements within the last year. ° ne yeT J 

Hulk, Surprise. 

stmte! fffthetl^ofw 0 ”,? *e gaol, in the southern district, 

still lies ott the island of Haulboulin in the harbour of Cork, and is conducted with 

S of L an Trevor nt ‘° n ’ 4116 "“P 60 * 0 " of Mr - Hollingsworth, and the superintend- 

On the day of inspection I had no opportunity to judge of the interior in a satisfactory 
manner, as the convict ship, then in the harbour, had on that day received the convict? 
with the exception of a few detained prisoners, and the officers and men were busilv 
engaged in cleaning out the hulk on their removal. I had the good fortune to meet the 
tTbeTe^' tompkte ^ C ° nVict Ship ’ where the a ^ngements appeal 

City of Cork Gaol. 

■ ™ E Cit y of pork Gaol continues to be conducted with great regularity and order and 
ZSf the provisions of the Prison Act, and may be%onsiLreL?a pubSc 
establishment highly creditable to the city. The Board of Superintendence attend vrith 
regularity, and tale upon themselves an effective superintendence of the discipline of the 
prison, assisted by the local inspector, Dr. Quarry, of whose ability and indefatigable 
for ,, th , e im P r o v ement of the system and attention to economy 7 in the expenditure 
it is impossible to speak in too warm terms of praise. ^ ’ 

accommodation is sufficient to give effect to the regulations which require that the 
prisoners should be lodged m separate night cells, a certain number of cells being arranged 
for the reeeption of three or more prisoners in each. (Section 6.) The system of moveable 
lables is adopted* by which the local inspector is enabled to avail himself of the whole 
accommodation of the prison, in whatever proportion the classes may be more or less 
m thC S 301 ’ wlt hout disturbing the legal principle of classification, and always 
preserving a correspondence, being the statement in the provision book, the labelling of the 
corridors, and the actual occupation of the cells. § 01 tne 

The new hospita! contains a complete separation of males and females with a yard to 
each and the quantity of accommodation is sufficient. An extremely good system is 
estabhshed of storing in the hospital supplies of bedding, clothing, and eve 7 ? other 
necessary supply, wholly distinct from the stores of the prison. The same regulations do 
LSlfo^TSs ga °'- md the res P onsibi % - *0 the curt of the articles 

als °] atel y erecte d, affords a classification conformable to law, with 
tr* 8 ma Tu P^P^ debtors. The latter class, however, were not arranged 
m the best manner. The cells should by no means have fires in them, but should be slut 
during the day-time, and the class should be confined to the day-room, as in the criminal 
classes. There me defects in this building, viz. that access cannot be had from the dav- 
rooms to the yards of the pauper class without passing by the night cells, which renders it 
necessary to close the doors of the night cells in order to prevent access to them, and that 
there is one common staircase to both classes. 

The tread-wheel is in operation and regularly conducted, and it is proposed to apply 
f h L P ?T!i, ‘ be . ra ' si “g water for the supply of the gaol. It is howeter much to S 
lamented that this instrument of hard labour is, with the exception of the school the only 
employment to be seen throughout the whole of the male side of the prison. 1 

aZ„ ? , s - ohooI f 15 a “ e ? ded good effect ; but in the case of this gaol, in which no other 
oftSF ^Art°i WO n^ S h PP d lnte H by « he B ? ard . of Superintendence, under the 104th section 
r ? Lised and ™d d b ' d ? s,rable . tbat the '“?e of attendance at the school should be 
increased, and made compulsory ; it being certamly not only a legal, but the lightest kind 

null™; C “ be dW1Sed 10 ‘“‘o.effert that siction which is in lhkg£la 

• ♦ P:IU!i | le P nsoae t s are under the care of a matron and assistant matron, and senarated 
mto tb ™ dasBes clothed and instructed. The kinds of work in which fey are eSved 
are spinning, knitting, needle-work, and the laundry. This class are in a Ly 3S 

gsszr the s,aircases aDd flasged 
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Bridewell — City of Cork. t 

THIS Prison remains without alteration ; consisting of two classes, viz. 
l st. Persons confined for 24 hours, prior to committal or discharge. 

2d. Persons detained by the magistrates for further examination. 

As the legal provision is not made for the supply of furniture, bedding, &c. for the first class, 
it is very necessary to attend most accurately to this principle of classification, which I did 
not find to be the case, as some of the prisoners confined in class N° 1, below stairs, had 
been confined there longer than the limited period. The general order and arrangements of 
the bridewell are unexceptionable. 

County of Galway Gaol. 

THE Gaol of Galway has, since our first knowledge of it, held a high place in the compa- 
rative scale of improvement in every department. The accommodation has been much 
increased since the erection of the new hospital, and the number of single cells are now suffi- 
cient to accomodate the average number of prisoners. 

It is nowever necessary to notice a very serious evil in the present system, viz. that not 
only the too common defect of want of employment for the male pauper prisoners, as required 
by the 104th section of the Prison Act, still remains, but there is no tread-wheel (which 
almost every other county has provided) or other means of carrying into effect the sentence 
of a court to hard labour. It is unnecessary for us to point out how much the want of such 
means must tend to the increase of crime in the county, by depriving the criminal law of 
that mode of punishment which of all others is calculated to deter offenders from a repetition 
of crime, and which has been found most effective in subduing the minds and reforming the 
characters of those who have been sentenced to it, and who were apparently the most har- 
dened. The only points, then, which the Inspectors General have to press upon the consi- 
deration of the Board of Superintendence are, 

1st. That immediate steps should be taken to establish a tread-wheel. 

2d. That the poor prisoners should be employed in stone-breaking, or any other 
practicable species of work, the law being imperative on the board to ap- 
point, and on the governor to carry into effect, some system of employment, 
without which no attempt can be made to produce any good, or to prevent 
the most injurious effects from imprisonment in a gaol. 

It was gratifying to see but two debtors in the pauper marshalsea, which is to be attri- 
buted to the strict regulation observed by the valuable local inspector of this prison with 
respect to the gaol allowances ; and also to find the hospital empty, the regulations and 
economy of which department are most creditable to the physician, and afford a very good 
example to other counties, of which we shall not fail to take advantage in our General Report. 
The system of supplying medicines from the county infirmary, in which they are com- 
pounded, has effected a considerable saving, and would be worthy of imitation ; so econo- 
mical has it proved in this county, that the whole expense of medicines, including the 
supply of the infirmary containing 4 2 beds, does not exceed the amount of expense incurred 
for the gaols alone in other counties not larger in extent. 

Bridewells. — County Galway. 



Gort. 

THIS Prison is regularly kept. It contains only two small cells for males, and one room at 
the top of the house for females, with keeper’s rooms. There is but one yard, which should be 
divided, and a pump is required. It is not, consequently, what the law specifies as necessary 
for a sessions town bridewell. It is however kept clean, the poor prisoners are fed, and the 
keeper is a correct officer. The prisoners are frequently kept many days here without any 
written authority except for the first three days. 

Woodford. 

THIS is a clean neat little establishment, attended to by the keeper in every respect. 
Very few prisoners are confined here, and I am unwilling to call upon the county to enlarge 
it. The yard should be divided ; but the river runs so near to the prison that it is not 
necessary to sink a pump at present. 

Loughrea. 

THIS old Prison remains in the same miserable state in which it has always been 
reported, and indeed now scarcely weather proof. The allowances to prisoners are how- 
ever supplied, and the duties of local inspector effectually executed by the officiating 
clergyman. A presentment was made at the last assizes for erecting a new and sufficient 
bridewell for this populous town, and the site has been approved by the Inspector General. 

Tuam. 

THIS Bridewell is devoid of all legal accommodation, but the grand jury have presented 
money at last assizes to erect a new one. I waited upon the Archbishop of Tuam at my 
J inspection. 
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inspection, and his Grace most liberally offered a site free of expense to the county, which 
is eligible in every respect. The Commissioners are to commence this work immediately. 

Eyrecourt. 

TEGS Bridewell is also devoid of legal accommodation, but the grand jury have presented 
a sufficient sum to erect a new one. The commissioners have not as yet taken the proper 
steps to commence the work. v r 

Ballinasloe. 

THIS is a small well-kept prison. It does not contain sufficient room for the numerous 
committals, nor in all respects legal accommodation for a large sessions town, and I would 
submit that some additions should be made. The keeper is a good officer, and attends to 
all the duties. The records are regularly kept, the pauper prisoners are fed, and the 
furniture preserved in good order. 

Clifden. 

THE Grand Jury have determined to establish a district bridewell in this town, on account 
ot the impracticability of transmitting prisoners at the periods limited bv 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, 
s. 94, and a plan has been approved for the necessary additions requisite to give effect to 
that system, and a presentment made at the last assizes at Galway. 



Town of Galway Gaol. 

THE foregoing* observations annexed to the different sections of the Act now in force for 
the regulation of the prisons of all counties, counties of cities, or counties of towns, clearly 
show that the accommodation of this gaol is wholly inadequate to enable the Board of 
Superintendence to cariy into effect the provisions of the Act • and unless some addition 
shall be built to the gaol, there would be no alternative but to consolidate the gaols of the 
county and town of Galway, according to the regulation established by the 7 Geo. IV 
c. 74, s. 100. J 

I have, however, laid before the grand jury at the summer assizes, a plan for the erection 
a female prison, which would enable them much to improve the system, although it 
would not fully afford the classification required by law. At present there are but 4 classes 
of prisoners ; viz. debtors in 2 classes, and 1 class of male and 1 of female criminals. 
Should the proposed alterations be carried into effect, provision will be made for a second 
class of each sex, as well as for a female hospital and matron’s apartments. 

The attendance of the Board of Superintendence has been very irregular, and the local 
inspector being limited in his power of supplying deficiencies, the furniture of the prison 
is in a very defective state. Many bedsteads are wanted ; bedding and prison dresses 
incomplete, and the gaol in much need of being new painted. The Board are, however, 
likely to undergo some change, and to attend in future with more regularity. 

There is in this gaol no employment for the male or female prisoners, and no school. 
A committee of ladies have, however, kindly offered their services in overlooking the care 
of the females, and affording instruction to them, whose efforts are paralyzed by the ineffi- 
ciency of the matron, who does not reside in the prison, or attend with any regularity, or 
possess any qualification for her office. Indeed the grand jury cannot expect to procure 
a qualified matron fpr the salary now presented, viz. 12 l. a-year. 

[N. B.— -Since making this report, the grand jury have presented the necessary sum 
for building the female prison suggested by me.] 



South 

District. 



County of Kerry Gaol. 

THIS Gaol continues (as it has been for some years) to be kept in a very cleanly, orderly 
and creditable state. The county have that advantage, for the want of which nothing can 
compensate, the regular attendance of an intelligent and zealous Board of Superintendence, 
rhe influence of the local authorities will always be found to produce a willing obedience on 
the part of the prisoners, and an attention on the part of the resident officers to their duty, 
which cannot be effected by any other means. It is, however, in this gaol, but justice to the 
local inspector to report most favourably of his exertions, which have entitled him to that 
entire confidence of the magistracy which he enjoys. 

In the last Report upon the gaol at Tralee, three leading defects were noticed ; viz. — 

1st. The want of a system of carrying into effect the sentence to hard labour, either 
by the tread-wheel or any other means, by which the criminal law is deprived 
of one of the most eligible methods of punishing serious offences, and crime 
is thereby encouraged. 

2d. The want of a system of employment for the poor prisoners, under the 104th 
section of the Prison Act. The produce of the labour of those who are 
maintained at the expense of the county, is the only means by which that 
great expense can be reduced. The constant state of idleness, when in gaol, 
is also an encouragement to the repetition of crime, and is productive of 
re-committals, as well as calculated to produce a great moral evil, as those 
who are not well, will contrive in some way or other to be ill, employed ; and 
the evil communication to be apprehended in prisons can but be lessened by 
classification, and can only be wholly avoided by constant work. The law 
1S imperative upon this subject, and any board of superintendence, who 

* This word has reference to the special Report on the sections of the Act laid before the Grand Jury. 

h 3 could 
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Bridewells — County Kerry. 

SINCE the Report of the last year a most important object has been attained in this county, 
by the active measures which have been taken to forward the plans before decided upon, for 
the purpose of establishing the bridewell system upon a legal footing. Our former Reports 
will show in how miserable a state the numerous prisons of this class throughout the county 
of Kerry were found, and nothing could be done by the adoption of any measure short of 
the building new bridewells in every town in which such an establishment was thought 
necessary. 

I accompanied the commissioners appointed by the grand jury to carry into effect the 
presentments connected with this subject, for the purpose of approving the sites of the new 
buildings in the several towns. This duty having been performed by the commissioners, 
the plans, specifications, maps of sites, &c. have been laid before the Lord Lieutenant, and 
received his Excellency’s approval, and on the opening of spring the buildings will com- 
mence in the towns of 

Tarberl, Mi/town, 

Listowel, Caherciveen, 

Castle-island, Killarney, 

Dingle, Kenmare. 

The plans have been prepared with great care, and the arrangement of the yards, rooms, 
and keepers’ houses made on the most approved principles — the accommodation in each 
prison being strictly conformable to law. Thus have the grand jury at once applied the only 
effectual remedy in every case, and laid the foundation of a system that wul reflect credit 
upon the county. 

County of Kilkenny Gaol. 

NO material alteration has taken place in this gaol since last inspection. We have 
always found it in a creditable state, and without receiving any complaints from the 
prisoners ; yet Major Woodward’s remark in his last Report is obviously correct, viz. that 
no progress has taken place in that moral discipline which is to be sought for at a period 
when the subject has occupied so much of the attention of the Legislature and of the public. 
With a view to make the sentence to confinement a degradation and punishment to the 
prisoner, and in many cases productive of reformation of character, a gaol should resemble 
a penitentiary as well as a house of correction, and for this purpose constant employment is 
necessary, and such a vigilant inspection on the part of qualified officers as would produce 
frequent opportunities of knowing the character and conduct of each individual, ana taking 
advantage of that knowledge to produce (by appropriate remedies) their moral amendment. 
These remarks are not made with a view to bring discredit on the practice of this gaol, 
compared with most others, but rather because more was expected here on account of the 
general state of order we found the prison in on our first inspection, five years since. We 
expected that greater facilities would have been provided to give the moral system a fair 
trial, by providing permanent labour for every prisoner, even at some expense ; by providing 
a single cell for each prisoner, so that he should retire from his work to a night of reflection, 
and arise to his work without those ruinous opportunities of free communication between the 
vicious inmates, which must end in corrupting each other ; and by allowing a sufficient 
number of well qualified turnkeys to carry on this work by constant inspection. 

The officers of the gaol appear zealous, and the local inspector, the Rev. Mr. Graves, 
would be anxious to cany on a sound system; but it rests with the Grand Jury and the 
Board of Superintendence to consider whether the plan I have suggested should be tried, 
and if so to give effect to it by enforcing it and providing the necessary means, viz. : — 

1st. To procure some permanent work; and, should all others fail, stone-breaking 
can be resorted to ; and, should it be even at a loss to the county of 50 1. 
or 60 1. per annum, it would prove economical in the end by lessening crime. 

2d- To provide additional cells, if necessary, and enjoining that every prisoner 
should sleep alone. 

3d. To add a sufficient number of well chosen assistants or turnkeys to the two 
now employed, who cannot possibly perform the duty, mnch less be ex- 
pected to aid in a plan of constant inspection and real discipline. 

4th. To enforce school instruction on every prisoner, male and female. 

5th. 



could exhibit a spirited and successful system of employment, would not 
only improve their own gaol, but would, in the way of example, do a great 
public service. The only specimens of labour of any importance in Ireland, 
are to be found in Dublin and Belfast. 

3d. The want of a school. This defect is happily removed. The Board of Super- 
intendence, at the time of my last visit to the county of Kern,', appointed an 
efficient schoolmaster ; and, although I have not had an opportunity of wit- 
nessing the good effects of this measure, the reports of Mr. Hurly upon the 
subject have been very gratifying. 

The state of the female prison has been for some time a subject of satisfaction to the 
Inspectors General. The matron possesses all the qualifications necessary for the discharge 
of her important duties ; and the females, who are regularly clothed, instructed and kept to 
work, presented a very pleasing appearance on the day of inspection. 
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5th. To establish a system of bye-laws, which should regulate every department, 
and to see them strictly obeyed. 

6th. To regulate the work of the tread-wheel, so that the sentence to hard labour 
shall be executed steadily for at least six hours in the day, and this work 
of each individual testified by a daily register of it. 

7th. To supply a gaol dress for male and female tried prisoners. 

8th. To give additional hospital accommodation, and build a chapel for worship. 

9th. To allow some trifling remuneration for stone-breaking, or other work. 

I have thus stated what appears to me necessary to make the county prison what it ought 
to be, and it is only right to do so, when any fault is found. 

Every exertion is at present made to provide occasional employment, but it fails ; and were 
it not for the schools, there would be a large portion of time expended in worse than 
idleness. 

The gaol is kept remarkably clean ; some good solitary cells have been built, and a good 
school is established. 

The female department is well managed by a qualified matron. 

The classification is correct, and there are 48 cells. 



South 

District. 



Bridewell — County Kilkenny. 

Thomastovm. 

SINCE the last Report, furniture has been supplied to this prison, and it is now to be 
ranked amongst those tha't are provided with accommodation according to law. The pauper 
prisoners are fed, and the returns regularly sent. 

County of Kilkenny House of Correction and Lunatic Asylum. 

THE county is, I understand, joined with the city in the house of correction, which con- 
sists of a separate work-room and dormitory for males and females. It is kept remarkably 
clean by a qualified keeper ; but as the prisoners all sleep together in one room, instead of 
in separate cells, and are mixed up illegally with the city lunatics and idiots in the work- 
room, it cannot be called properly a house of correction ; and it would be better if the pri- 
soners were kept in the county gaol. Thele were but six prisoners on my inspection, and 
seven idiots. There is no provision made for school or worship. 

The county lunatic asylum is a neat small building, with separate cells, yards, and day- 
rooms for males and females. There were 1 1 males and 15 females confined : they were kept 
clean, clothed and fed, and kindly treated, with the exception of one female, who was re- 
ported as very violent, and generally confined to her cell without blankets, as she tore them. 
1 suggested to the keeper the propriety of a strait waistcoat tied loose at night so as to allow 
blankets for covering in the cold weather, which he promised to adopt. I would, however, 
submit to the grand jury the propriety of providing some constant inspection by one of the 
county gaol officers, to prevent such an occurrence; as the medical officer cannot be expected 
to attend so constantly, or at uncertain hours — perhaps the local inspector of the gaol would 
undertake it if desired. 

City of Kilkenny Gaol. 

THIS Gaol remains in the same state as to accommodation as it has been reported 
the last four years. There is no hospital or chapel — no work-rooms — not a sufficient 
number of yards or cells for classification ; consequently it is not possible for the local offi- 
cers, however qualified, to conduct the discipline as it should be, and no remedy can be 
applied but the erection of a new gaol. It is nevertheless but just to report, that as much 
has been done to improve the internal management as the circumstances admit of, since my 
last inspection, with the exception of the male school, which is totally neglected, and it is 
a waste of money to pay the present master. He did not appear at my inspection, and on 
inquiry, I find he only attends when he pleases ; I think his salary should not be paid or 
presented for, and a qualified master should be appointed. 

The female department is attended to by a matron, who appears very zealous and anxious 
to be useful, and all are employed at spinning and other works. 

The male prisoners are employed breaking stones with the best effect, and some profit 
arises from their work. This is highly creditable, and I trust it will not be abandoned. 
The gaol is kept exceedingly clean. 

I submit to the grand jury the necessity of providing for the following matters : 

1 st. A tread-wheel should be erected, which would be removeable in the event of 
a new gaol. 

2d. Some small allowance should be made to the prisoners for their work. 

3d. A second turnkey should be appointed to attend to the stone breaking 
instead of sentinels, who are employed through all parts of this gaol. 

4th. The accounts should be kept according to law. By neglecting this, there is 
no check whatever at present on the issue of the dietary or other 
matters. 

5th. There is no correct registry-book for the gaoler, nor any regular gaol books. 

h 4 6th 
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6th. There is no clerk or responsible person to keep the accounts. If a qualified 
schoolmaster is appointed, he will perform this. 

7th. A supply of tables and forms are much wanted, and a few suits of prison 
dresses. 



City of Kilkenny House of Correction. 

THIS place of confinement for vagrants, adjoining the mendicity rooms, is used in 
common by the county and city. There were only seven or eight prisoners, who were 
improperly and illegally mixed up with a few idiots and lunatics committed from the city, 
on account of the city grand jury declining to join with the county in the expense of 
a lunatic department. It is absolutely necessary that the lunatics should be removed 
from this. 

The place is kept remarkably clean by an intelligent keeper, and the prisoners at work. 
There being no cells, or provision for hard labour or schooling, no good can be effected. 
There is no chaplain. 

King’s County Gaol. 

THE new Gaol erecting at Tullamore is in a state of great forwardness, and will provide 
the accommodation necessary to carry on a system of discipline, employment, classification, 
and moral government. It is unnecessary, therefore, to repeat the evils of the old prison, 
which it became our duty hitherto annually to do. I found it in a very crowded state, which 
added much to the difficulty of preserving order; and it is much to the credit .of the 
governor and local inspector, that so much cleanliness and contentment prevailed amongst 
130 prisoners, lodged in 28 cells, and only 2 yards. Under such circumstances, further 
comment is not called for. 

The schoolmaster has been unable to attend, from illness, for a few weeks ; however, on 
inquiry, I found his exertions have proved very useful, and had a tendency to create order 
amongst the criminals. There was much anxiety to receive instruction, and I suggested the 
plan of the best qualified man in each class instructing the rest, and receiving a trifling 
remuneration, which was immediately adopted. 

The female class are now attended to by a matron, as urged by Major Woodward last 
year, and it would only require a visit from any of the grand jurors to satisfy themselves of 
the expediency and benefit of such an arrangement, though under considerable difficulties 
from want of rooms, and the aid of a visiting committee of ladies. They are constantly 
employed in gaol work, are clothed and instructed. 

Some pairs of blankets were deficient, which I ordered, as directed by the Act of 
Parliament. 

District Bridewell — King’s County. 



THIS Bridewell has not sufficient accommodation for the objects of a district prison. It 
contains only six cells and two day-rooms. Should the county wish to continue it as 
a permanent place of confinement and punishment for sessions prisoners, it will be necessary 
to add some cells and a keeper’s rooms, as recommended by Major Woodward last year. 

A tread-wheel has been erected, and a small boiler and steam apparatus, by the Rev. 
Mr. Hume, who humanely undertakes the duty of local inspector. His exertions will prove 
a great benefit, from his previous knowledge on the subject of gaol discipline, having been 
local inspector at Dundalk. There is a manifest improvement in this bridewell, and from 
the plans Mr. Hume has in view, when funds are provided, it will be regulated on the best 
principles. Furniture and blankets are supplied as the Act directs, and the pauper prisoners 



County of Limerick Gaol. 

ALTHOUGH the Reports made upon the county gaol at Limerick have always been of 
a most favourable nature, it is gratifying to observe, that the system appears, upon every 
inspection, to be advancing to a higher state of perfection. The accommodation of the 
prison, the furniture, the order and cleanliness of the whole establishment, and the arrange- 
ments of the interior economy, are truly Creditable to the Board of Superintendence, and to 
the officers of the prison. The system of messing is peculiarly worthy of imitation. By the 
erection of a complete general kitchen, the county have been enabled to adopt the mixed 
dietary without producing disorder or want of cleanliness, and the prisoners are consequently 
supplied at the very moderate expense of 4 d. per head. 

The schools on the male and female side of the prison, are carrried on with much good 
effect. I examined several prisoners of both sexes, and found some of them able to read 
and write in a manner which must prove of the utmost advantage to them after their dis- 
charge, and who were entirely illiterate at the period of their committal ; and in one instance 
in which the prisoner was returned as being 52 years of age, and apparently much more 
advanced in life, at the time of his entering the gaol. This individual did not know his 
alphabet when committed, and can now (in five months) both read and write. 

It is necessary, however, to point out to the grand jury some points upon which improve- 
ment may be made. 

1st. The females have no classification. The work and school business are carried 
on in one crowded room^in which are unemployed women and children ; 

and 
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and nothing but great exertions on the parts of the matron and school- 
mistress, could enable them to make progress under such disadvantages. 
A second class should be provided, if even by building a day and work-room 
m the yard. 

sd. The Provision Book, appointed by Act of Parliament, should be adopted ; it is 
required by the law of the land, and upon carefully comparing that system 
with that adopted by the county, I and the officers were persuaded that 
the present system, though well contrived, is by no means so effectual as 
that appointed for all county gaols. 

3d. The want of uniform dresses in the female class, which is almost universally 
adopted m other counties, is a striking disadvantage in the gaol of Limerick. 
It is indispensable ; and 1 have submitted a plan to the Board of Superin- 
tendence for a uniform dress on the male side ; they are both absolutely 
required by the Prison Act. 

4th. The situation of the hospital is so objectionable, that a presentment should 
be made for erecting an hospital in the comer of the insulating; passages 
answering to that in which the tread-wheel is placed. 

5th. The lighting the lamps by gas is recommended. 



dmost unnecessary to conclude by saying, that the inspection of this 
?o .l, h n be ? nth “ y ear particularly gratifying; and I submit the points herein specified 
to tlie boaid, with every confidence that any suggestions which appear to tend to the im- 
provement of the gaol, and which r~ — *- ’ 

attended to. 



-j — tu Lena w tneim- 

: conformable to law, will be readily and zealously 



Bridewells — County Limerick. 

THE whole of the prisons of this class within the county are now completed, with the 
exception of the prison at Glynn; and in lieu of having 12 bridewells in the countv, wholly 
devoid of any part of the accommodation required by law, there are 5 efficient gaols, at 
Newcastle, Brtiff', 

Rathkeale, Kiljinnan ; 



and one designed at Glynn. The Board of Superintendance have taken effectual measures 
to furnish and establish these bridewells according to the provisions of the Prison Act. 



Newcastle and Rathkeale. 



THE additions to these two prisons are completed, furniture issued, and the 
conformable to law. 



prisons now 



. tr lynn. 

THIS Prison is not yet built, and is the only one in the county which is not complete 
Ihe presentment is, however, made for erecting a new prison, affording the le<ml accomm 
dation. 0 0 



Kilfinnam 

THE new Prison is now ready to be given up to the commissioners, and is on a very 
good plan, affording every accommodation which the Prison Acts require. 



THIS Prison is now ready for the reception of prisoners, and furniture is provided. The 
ground around the building has been very ill laid out, and it will be absolutely necessary to 
enclose the site by a surrounding wall, of two or three feet high, and to have the space 
round the outside wall levelled. A platform must be formed in the front, with steps down 
to the level under it. r 

It is my duty to state that the keeper is wholly unfit for his office, and that the Inspectors 
General cannot be responsible for the state of this prison, if a fit person is not appointed. 
M°y fdse accoutf W h P ° Sl01 ' es ’ whidl tlle keeper S a ™ me a shame- 

Bruff. 

.c™,,, f “ m . ished a ” d occupied. Masons are still at work in raising one of 

the walls, and it now contains the accommodation required by law. The keeper wilf require 

fjourttf Bench? SpeCt0r rffi P eot “E tte ‘>‘ etar J' aad observance of the rules olthe 

District Lunatic Asylum i 

!£ Y Re P°f 1 ;! ™° f f the i- ast year ' this ext ensive and valuable institution has been 
openedfor the reception of patients. The house affords accommodation for 150 cases, and 

Thp^V 0 the C0U !t ty r,n f f C1 T ty of Limerick > and the counties of Clare and Kerry. 

ks, ‘ sin “ ' vhich ,ime 90 

88t I The 
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South The whole of the establishment is in the highest order ; and, so far as the experience of its 
District, good effects have gone, appears likely effectually to answer the ends for which it is esta- 

f J Wished, and reflects much credit on the superintendent and matron. The patients are treated 

with much lenity, and the system is carried on with great order and regularity. The male 
side of the prison consists of five classes, three of which are occupied ; and the female side, 
consisting of the same number of classes, is occupied to the same extent. The employ- 
ments of the patients are, gardening, levelling the yards, spinning, needlework, knitting and 
quilting. 

Although there can be no doubt of the lenity of the system in this asylum, it would be 
better that the instruments of coercion should not be left in the possession of the keepers, 
but should be under the care of the superintendent. It is the rule that none of those 
instruments can be used by the keepers without his authority ; and there can therefore be no 
difficulty in giving out the instruments of coercion when the permission is given to use 
them. 

The supply of water has disappointed the expectations formed when the site was chosen 
and approved, and it will be necessary to take measures for sinking pumps. A crane for 
raising the provisions from the boiler is wanted ; and iron floors to that part of the laundry 
on which the hot horses are placed. The boundary wall is found to be too low, and the 
cross walls, which unite to the boundary, should be raised to the same height. 

City of Limerick Gaol. 

THE annual inspection of this prison took place at too early a period to enable the 
Inspector General to report the establishment as being in that forward state in which it cannot 
fail to be at the time when the Report shall be laid before Parliament, the Board of Super- 
intendence having specially called upon him to attend the commissioners appointed to carry 
into effect the new arrangements consequent upon the union of the old county gaol to 
that of the city of Limerick. 

The work has now been completed, but the commissioners declined taking up the gaol 
from the contractors, on account of some trifling deficiencies, at the meeting held for this 
pupose on the 12th of September ; but the arrangements which occasioned the postpone- 
ment of this measure are not likely to occupy many days. 

The addition of the old county gaol has now afforded to the city a prison fully adequate 
to its wants, and in which the provisions of the Prison Act can be fully carried into effect : 
the debtors being separated into two classes ; the male criminals also being classed according 
to the regulations contained in the Act (7 Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 6) ; and the females being dis- 
posed of in two well-separated classes, with a detached laundry to one of them. 

There is a tread-wheel erected in the new part of the prison, which will provide for the 
employment of those who are sentenced to hard labour ; but when it is considered to what 
a small proportion of the prisoners this sentence extends, it is strongly recommended to the 
board to apply their most serious attention to the all-important object in the management 
of a county gaol — the providing work, under the 104th section of the Act, for aU poor 
prisoners. The law is imperative on them to appoint, and on the governor to carry into 
effect, such a system of work as will provide employment for the whole of the prisoners who 
are maintained at the public expense ; and it is the decided opinion of every person who is 
informed upon the subject of prison discipline, that the employment of the prisoners is the 
turning point upon which it depends whether our gaols are to be schools of reformation or 
nurseries for crime. 

The female class will require considerable improvement It is, in the first place, essential 
to the success of a good system in the female class that prison dresses should be issued to 
all, that the women should be dressed with strict uniformity, and that no private dresses 
should be worn. The private clothing should be taken into store, washed, and labelled 
with the name of the prisoner, to whom they will be returned at the period of discharge. 
It is my duty to state, that there was strong reason to infer, from the appearance of the 
female class, that the matron is not properly qualified for the various important duties com- 
prised in her office. The Board of Superintendence have determined to appoint a matron 
who can act as schoolmistress, and to establish prison dresses for all classes of prisoners. 

The cleanliness and order of the gaol was creditable to the officers. The principle of 
classification in the new prison, pointed out to me by the local inspector, was adopted by 
me, and recommended to the Board with very trifling alteration of his plan. That officer 
continues to pay unremitted attention to the duties of the office ; and I have no doubt that, 
with the advantages which the additional building now affords, the gaol of Limerick will 
now be placed upon a most respectable footing, and that the effects of its discipline will be 
found an important benefit to the city. 

County of Mayo Gaol. 

ON this inspection I have only to report, that this gaol remains in the same state as it 
has been for the last five years, defective in every accommodation calculated to produce 
order, cleanliness, classification, or discipline ; and even were these practicable, there are no 
rooms for work, and without employment for the inmates of a prison no ultimate benefit 
can be expected. A sound system of discipline, including legal privation and. hard labour 
on the tread-wheel, will doubtless make delinquents dread a gaol ; but occupation for every 
prisoner is absolutely necessary to encourage a reformation, which must be the ultimate 

object 
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object of all imprisonment. The untried, with the juvenile and minor offenders, are subjects 
tor such treatment ; and surely it cannot be argued that idleness and evil communication is 
the way to punish and reform the vagrants and disorderly persons committed by the magis- 
trates to their county gaol. It is unnecessary, I am confident, to add more to induce the 
grand jury ot Mayo at once to present a sum sufficient to erect a new prison on the improved 
plan, which will eventually prove to be an economical expenditure of the county funds, 
the money can be obtained from Government, free of interest, to be repaid only by triflino- 
instalments, and would not exceed one penny per acre on the county. I shall only add, 
that Mayo is the only county in Ireland that has not taken some steps towards providing 
accommodation sufficient for the average number of prisoners. 

I should feel myself doing an injustice if I did not state that the officers of this gaol are 
attentive to their various duties ; and were it not for the exertions of the zealous and intel- 
ligent governor, a scene of confusion and filth would arise from the crowded state of the 
gaol, which would alone force the subject of additional buildings on the grand jurv. 

sentinels are found in every part of the gaol for security, unprecedented in any other 
gaol in the kingdom. J 

There is no infirmary, no chapel, no solitary cells, no work-rooms, and only a few cells for 
an . average of 80 prisoners, and consequently there is no classification, employment, or 
accommodation. There is no tread-wheel ; and, on experience, bread diet is adopted, for 
want 01 a general kitchen and steam apparatus. 

The female class are removed to what is called a house of correction, for want of room in 
the gaol. This is an old house, unfit even for a pauper asylum ; insecure, occupied for the 
most part by lunatics, and totally unsuitable to be used as a prison for any class. The 
housekeeper or matron endeavours to keep the place clean, and is occupied with the cook- 
ing. She is not qualified to instruct the females, nor could a ladies committee effect any 
good with such materials. J 

There is a good male school established, and the gaol was remarkably clean. The books 
are kept m the best manner; there is a remarkable regularity at meals; and every thing 
that rests with the governor is carried on in as perfect a manner as the circumstances and 
wretched accommodation will permit. 

The Board of Superintendence meet regularly, and are desirous to be supported in their 
arduous and important duties, by a new prison being presented for. 



Bridewell — County Mayo. 

Ballinrobe. 

THE alterations proposed, to make this bridewell efficient, are in progress, and on my 
inspection I found it clean and well attended to. The furniture and blankets are supplied 
and the keeper is active and intelligent. It will be necessary to sink a pump, and to raise 
the front walls five or six feet higher. 

Lunatic Asylum. 

THE lunatics and idiots of the county are kept in the old house where the female prisoners 
are lodged. They are fed and clothed at the public expense, and are taken care of so far as 
safe keeping and merciful treatment ; but neither the place, nor the persons in charge of it 
are calculated to forward the recovery of its inmates, or to give those comforts which are so 
desirable for such objects, which only proves the necessity of an extension of the district 
lunatic asylums, to prevent the discredit which attaches to almost every county in Ireland 
from the wretched appearance of the places where these poor creatures are lodged. 



Queen’s County Gaol. 

A new gad has been presented for by the grand jury and is now commencing ; and as 
the Board of superintendence are anxious to do all that is practicable in such confined 
accommodation as the old gaol provides, it is unnecessary to repeat the detailed account of 
the total want of all means of discipline ; I need only record, that no county in Ireland stood 
in more need of a new prison, as no provision was made in the old one for classification 
employment, safety, schooling, worship, or even for the sick; no means for cooking' 
without great confusion, and no tread-wheel to execute the sentence to hard labour 
The Board of Superintendence were kind enough to meet me, to receive such suggestions 
as 1 could make for a temporary provision against the sad effects of such a state of things • 
and the result is, that there is every probability of stone-breaking being in immediate 
operation ; a better arranged school under a good master ; regularity in meals, by cooking- 
all the provisions together by steam; the whole system better organized, by employing an 
efficient head turnkey ; and a better supply of books and accounts for the gaol. ° 

The female department is an exception to the irregularities of this gaol. It is well 
managed under a good matron ; but much of that benefit is decreased by her non-residence 
in the gaol, and the want of a ladies committee to countenance and assist her. Some wheels 
were required, which the Board ordered. 



County of Tipperary Gaol. 

THE Gaol at Clonmel has been i n a progressive state of improvement for the last three 
years, and the governor and officers are ready to adopt any suggestions for its better manage- 

1 0 ment. 
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ment. It would, therefore, be unjust to attach any blame to them for the deficiencies that 
may exist in a system which can only arrive at perfection when accommodation for classifi- 
cation, and materials to employ every individual, are fully supplied. These great defects 
still exist in Clonmel gaol, and until they are provided for I regret that it is out of my 
power to make a favourable Report. It rests with the Grand Jury and the Board of Super- 
intendence to remedy the evils, should local difficulties not present an insuperable bar, of 
which I am not aware. Some additional buildings of cells, work-rooms, and yards, will 
provide for classification, and a presentment of 100L or 200/. to the board, to procure 
employment, will occupy every prisoner, and prevent all the mischiefs that must obviously 
arise amongst any body of men living in a state of total idleness. 

The defects in this gaol are as follows : — 

1st. The want of room for classification, in' cells, yards, and work-rooms; the 
result of which is, that from two to five prisoners now frequently sleep in one 
cell contrary to law, and many of the classes meet together in one yard. 

2d. There is no employment in the gaol, except the tread-wheel, and many were 
occupied ball-playing. 

3d. A regular and full supply of gaol clothing is not provided for tried prisoners. 

4th. The class of females in the house of correction are without a matron or 
employment, and are consequently attended to by men, except a very 
occasional visit by the matron of the old gaol ; and their day-room looks 
into the male yard, by which they have intercourse with the male prisoners. 

5th. The accounts of work done by the female prisoners in the old gaol, and their 
improvement in education are not sufficiently kept by the matron. 

6th. The male school is not attended by all the prisoners, as only about 30 were 
present. Some inducement might be held out to them, or rational persua- 
sions used, which would, I doubt not, succeed. The schoolmaster appears 
an attentive and useful officer. 

7th. The keeper of the bridewell sleeps in and occupies a room in the hospital, 
instead of being respectably lodged within his gaol and near his charge ; 
and consequently the men in the hospital are on the same floor, though not 
in the same room, with the female patients. 

8th. There is but one turnkey in the gaol, which is doubtless insufficient for moral 
government and inspection ; however, the governor may consider it suffi- 
cient for safe keeping, aided by sentinels. 

9th. The matron resides in the mar’shalsea, instead of in a room adjoining her class. 

10th. The yard in the house of correction for the female class is out of order, 
broken up, and requiring gravel. 

The female department in this prison possesses the great advantage of a visiting commit- 
tee of ladies, whose zeal and attention have performed as much as circumstances would 
admit of ; but the separation of a large portion of the tried female prisoners in the house of 
correction, where no matron is employed, has hitherto precluded the benefit to this class 
from the committee, which should be remedied if possible. The untried females appeared 
clean and orderly, and they receive moral and religious instruction. They are also employed 
at knitting and needle-work when it can be procured. 

The tried prisoners in the house of correction are attended to by a qualified governor. 
They are all employed at the tread-wheel, and he reports the effects to be useful in the 
suppression of re-committals, if not of crime. The wheel works a powerful pump, which 
gives an abundant supply of water, and cleanses the sewers effectually. 

There is no steam kitchen in this gaol, which has proved economical in other prisons, 
and would enable the Board to change from a bread dietary in times of scarcity. 

The Board of Superintendence meet monthly, or oftener if necessary, to regulate the 
gaol and provide for its interior management. 

The accommodation this gaol affords consists of 10 yards, 14 day-rooms, 71 cells, 4 soli- 
tary cells, a marshalsea, infirmary and chapel. 

Bridewells — County Tipperary. 

Tipperary. 

THIS Prison remains in the same state of filth and illegal accommodation which has been 
so often reported. The money granted by the grand jury in 1826, to enlarge it, has not yet 
been expended ; but I understand the work is to be contracted for immediately : there is no 
place requires it more. The keeper has been changed ; but I cannot report that the present 
man attends more to cleanliness, which is all that can be done in such a place. 

Newport. 

THE repairs and alterations of this bridewell are completed, and it is now sufficient for 
a temporary place of confinement as the law points out. The poor prisoners are fed, and 
regularly forwarded to the county goal. 
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Nenagh. 

THIS Prison has sufficient accommodation for a sessions-town bridewell. It contains 12 
cells, with small day-rooms and two yards. The keeper is attentive to his duty, tod the 
/.® ath | rsto “ e . (who met me at the prison) kindly attends to the interior 

3 l 1' 1 CX ft ed t0 h r S0 “ G tr * fll u S altcrations that were necessary, which, 
with the front wall now building, will render it all that the law requires. The four cells 
below the street level, are airy and wholesome, and have windows open to the street so that’ 
however desirable it may be not to build on such a plan, I cannot report them as unfit for 
prisoners. The pauper prisoners are fed, the furniture sufficient, and the quarterly returns 



THIS large Bridewell is kept clean and orderly. Some repairs have been executed, which 

Z £ luSe™ coLpS.'* W, “ be “ te “ ded “ fUt " e - The P “ per pr,SOnerS ” e 

Templemore. 

IWuHBiU.Htfl. prison in very neat order, provided with the legal accommodation of 
separation of sexes, yards, &c. &c. The furniture is provided, and the pauper prisoners fed. 

Newbirmingkam. 

THIS small Prison is kept clean, and provided with furniture, and the necessary accommo- 
dation ot two yards and day-rooms to separate the sexes. The poor prisoners are fed and the 
returns duly made. 

Cashel. 

THIS is one of the best small bridewells in Ireland. It is kept remarkably clean, and all 
Tr^ la u tl0nS „ atten 1 ed t0 ' The Ie S al accommodation is provided, and it is an example to 
all the bridewells m the county. ^ 

Thurles. 

THIS extensive building is well calculated for a district bridewell, and contains sufficient 
brid°ewelf As"; t aVU1S 22 C f 1S; r Ut keeper is not qualified to conduct an extensive 
nll thTllli A 1 t f mp ° rary pl , ace ? f c p nfi nement for a few days, it is unnecessary to furnish 
all the cells and day-rooms : but m the present want of room in the county <mol I would 

nuttin?r un V® avaiIab1 ®’ b Y nominating a qualified 7 moral keeper; 

puttin 0 up a small tread-wheel, and keeping the sessions prisoners of the district here 

SZfcgZwas deS.” y inSPe °“° n ' bU * th6 retUm " e kep *' * he pa " p!!I pri ” 

Cahir. 

THIS Prison is kept cleaner and is better attended to tbon formerly. It has sufficient 

SSlts "'• ” d 15 - ^ pa “ p “ p— ■ » fit- 

Borrisikane. 

. TH ?, additional buildings presented for by the coimty are in progress, and when finished 
this will be a legal bridewell. The old one cannot be used as a place of confinement. 

Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS charitable institution, supported by the grand jury, is attached to the house of 
SibS? 1S ke ? t exceedingly clean and neat. The lunatics and idiots are 

5? d, Z d ’ treated; there are 22 cells; and the whole is managed with that 

order and regularity that do credit to the governor. ° inat 

County of Waterford Gaol. 

IN respect to Older regularity, snd cleanliness, the Gaol of Waterford continues to merit a 
nf tC a p° Urab A F f P w ; 1- classification “still inadequate to carry into effect the provisions 
ot the Prison Act, but this defect is now likely to be remedied by the erection of a distinct 
house of correction contiguous to the present gaol, which will afford accomodation to the 
males under rule of imprisonment ; and as soon as this object is attained, it is most stromrlv 

U ri S !nta P ° n K he a ! t tr t 'u n ° f the B ° ard ° f Superinten dence to render it more than a nominal 
advantage, by establishing some system of work for the poor prisoners not sentenced to hard 
about, under the 104th section of the Prison Act. If this point is not effected, Me is IS 
by Hie increase of room by the means of this additional building ~ d 

There 'S another radical defect in the system, capable oft more speedy remedy a, 
nothing is wanted but the appointment of an efficient officer, which it /imperative m the 
grand jury to provide, vis. that the gaol of Waterford is now almost a solitary instance of 
the want of a school on the male side of the prison : this defect, it is peculiar/, mcefsan to 
remove, in a gaol in which the untried and persons sentenced to impriLnment have noXr 
species of employment ; and it would be expedient in such a case to employ the prisonern ffi 
the school-room not only during the hours usually alloted to that duty, Lt dEriug ffiose 
hours which in other gaols are more properly devoted to some manulheture or other pX 
able labour: this I consider as a case of emergency, calling for the interference of the boarf 



4/3 



South 

District. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



66 



APPENDIX TO SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



South at their next meeting. In another county in the southern district similarly circumstanced 

District, a schoolmaster was appointed by the board at my request, subject to the subsequent sanc- 

' tion of the grand jury, which followed of course at the last assizes, and the good effect pro- 
duced within a very short period, has proved to the board the wisdom of their decision and 
obtained the thanks of the whole county. 

On the female side of the prison a great deal has been effected, both in the instruction 
and work of the prisoners ; they have been employed in spinning wool and flax, and have 
succeeded so far as to supply the materials for the male and female clothing, and to reduce 
the cost of that expensive, although necessary comfort to comparatively a charge of no im- 
portance. The trowsers and cloth jackets for the convicts were supplied at 6s. 3d. per 
man ; quilts, bed-tickens, and other articles are also manufactured in the prison. In the 
female prison however there is a great want of accomodation, for which provision has not 
been made in the proposed arrangements connected with the new building, and I should 
therefore suggest to the commissioners the following plan for effecting a classification, viz . 
the present day-room, with the passage to the yard beyond the iron door, and the two dark 
cells, to be all thrown together as a day-room for the first class ; a room with troughs, &c. 
for washing, to be built against the wall of the chapel, as a laundry and day-room for the 
second class ; the yard to be subdivided ; the room over the present day-room could then be 
devoted to the business of reading and school instruction, under the superintendence of the 
matron, or any ladies who may benevolently afford their aid. 

Baths should form also a part of the new plan ; and as it is still found necessary to place 
more than one man in a cell at night in this county, it is recommended that cots should be 
provided, to be kept in store and only hung up occasionally in a certain number of cells, 
by which means three prisoners can be lodged in those cells during a crowded state of the 
gaol, in one bed and a cot. 

The tread-wheel is well regulated, and in the general appearance of the prison and deport- 
ment of the prisoners, the effects of care and zeal in the officers are very manifest. 

Bridewells — County Waterford. 



Lismore 

THIS Prison now contains a sufficiently comfortable room for male, and one for female 
prisoners, with a separate yard for each ; although it does not strictly contain the accomo- 
dations required by law. The windows of the cells require to be newly arranged ; it is indis- 
pensable that they should be glazed, and an iron lattice-work can be placed at the outside, 
to prevent the introduction of spirits. 

Dungarvon. 

THE new Prison and keeper’s house attached to the court-house in this town is now 
completed, containing separate yards and day-rooms for the male and females, with six cells 
for the former and four for the latter. The work is executed in the best manner, and the 
prison will enable the Board of Superintendence to carry into effect the provisions of the 
Prison Act. 

Lunatic Asylum. 

THIS Asylum is attached to the house of industry, and now contains 108 idiots and 
lunatics, for but 16 of whom cells are provided, the remainder of the patients are lodged 
throughout the pauper wards. The evil of such a practice is so striking, that the city 
are about to errect an additional building, as a distinct asylum for lunatics. Before the 
plan is approved, it would be most desirable that the governors should acquaint them- 
selves with the mode of providing for the management of the insane in the district lunatic 
asylums, with respect to accommodation of rooms and yards, instruction, medical and moral 
superintendence, &c. in order that they may guard against the expenditure of a large sum 
of money, without attaining the object intended, viz. the establishment of a permanent 
asylum for the insane patients of the city, which will preclude the necessity of making any 
further charges, or additional buildings, or of connecting Waterford with any district plan. 

The asylum and house of industry are kept in the best order, and reflect much credit on 
the benevolent exertions of the governors and on the officers. 

City of Waterford Gaol. 

THE accommodation in this gaol does not by any means supply the means of carrying 
into effect the provisions of the Act 7th Geo. IV. c. 74 ; the city have therefore erected a 
house of correction, containing 40 cells, which, in many respects, is well planned. This 
prison is at present allotted to the males and females under sentence to hard labour and 
imprisonment, half the building being allotted to each sex. It consists of four classes, with 
separate yards, the centre being occupied by the governor’s house, with a yard, in which 
the tread-wheel is placed. 

This building is Dy no means secure, and it appears to be a bad arrangement to remove 
to such a prison the very worst classes of the male prisoners. I should therefore wish to sub- 
mit to the consideration of the grand jury, whether the whole of their prison accommoda- 
tion is not capable of being distributed 'on a much more advantageous principle of classifi- 
cation. 
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cation. In a large city a number of female criminals, and of juvenile male offenders, are South 
liable to be committed — classes which are peculiarly injurious to the peace and morals of District, 

the town, and upon whom (above all others) the good effects of a sound moral government * ' 

are seen, while the building required for them does not need the same degree of strength 
and security necessary for classes of adult males. For the accommodation, then, of these 
classes, the house of correction appears to be peculiarly fitted. The matron and female 
assistants, to whom exclusively the care of the females should be committed (7 Geo. IV. 
c. 74, s. 109), could be well accommodated in the centre house, which could also afford 
accommodation for one male officer (who should possess the ordinary qualification of a school- 
master), to be placed in charge of the male juvenile class. The female department, consist- 
ing of tried, untried, and debtors, would occupy three of the four classes which the prison con- 
tains, and the fourth class would accommodate the class of boys. Thus the whole government 
and arrangements of the prison would be suited to the descriptions of prisoners confined, 
and there would be little doubt that the arrangement would not only prove beneficial in 
reference to the system of prison discipline, but that its good effects would be felt in 
the city. 

The tread-wheel could be removed to the city gaol, and the whole accommodation of that 
prison would be applicable to the male adult criminals and debtors — all under the immediate 
care of the governor and his assistants. 

The application of the house of correction here recommended is similar to the arrange- 
ment adopted in the Smithfield penitentiary, in Dublin; one side of which prison is occu- 
pied by female prisoners, and the other side by boys — an arrangement made by Order of 
Council, after much consideration. In the metropolis, however, it was only practicable to 
include therein a certain class of the females. 

County of Wexford Gaol. 

THE House of Correction presented for by the grand jury, to give the necessary legal ac- 
commodation in this prison, is nearly finished, and will provide for classification and a sepa- 
rate cell for each prisoner. These important points being accomplished, there is nothing 
wanting to prevent W exford Gaol putting in force all those legal enactments intended to 
reform the criminal, and make confinement and the sentence to hard labour a punishment 
and terror to the evil-disposed, instead of a matter little thought of, if not desirable, which 
it is to be feared has often been the case in Ireland. 

The present state of discipline, order, and cleanliness (so far as practicable under the cir- 
cumstances of very limited accommodation, until the addition is finished) is very creditable 
to all the local officers, and I have no reason to doubt their efficiency and energy to carry on 
a complete system when the new prison is occupied. 

The Board of Superintendence are anxious to forward every thing that can tend to pro- 
mote gaol discipline ; and those who accompanied me at my inspection, assured me of cor- 
dial support in the suggestions I made for their consideration. 

A tread-wheel is erecting, and many of the prisoners are employed making nets. 

An efficient sohool has been established, and the female school is conducted in two classes, 
under a qualified matron, and work is furnished for them. 

A legal dietary is established, and no undue punishment is inflicted. 

The ladies’ committee have ceased for the most part to attend, in consequence of some mis- 
understanding relative to scriptural instruction ; but I trust it is only temporary, and that 
this useful aid to the female department will be renewed, as the help of a judicious com- 
mittee (who alone can understand the wants of the female class) has ever been found a 
benefit. 

The hospital is falling down from bad mason-work, so that a roomy and more commodious 
infirmary should be immediately provided for. 

The yards require gravel in every instance, and I recommended the prisoners to be em- 
ployed pounding stones for this purpose. 

Some male and female dresses are much wanted, and a hammock in each cell, to provide 
against a crowded state of the gaol. 

The chapel should be better divided, so as at least effectually to separate the males and 
females. 

An additional man will be required to superintend the working of the tread wheel. 

Bridewells — County Wexford. 

Gorey. 

THIS small Bridewell has the legal accommodation, and is attended to by the keeper. 

The prisoners are only detained a few days in it, and are fed and provided with furniture. 

The quarterly returns are regularly furnished to our office. 

Enniscorthy. 

THE same alterations which were made three years ago in Gorey are now completed in 
this prison ; but owing to the different manner in which these prisons are kept, while the 
one is quite sufficient the other is very little improved by the alterations which have been 
made, and is in a very discreditable state. Some furniture has lately been supplied, and it 
is to be hoped that the magistrates will recommend a change in the keeper, or take some 
steps to secure the proper care of this prison. 

1 4 
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New Ross. 

South 

District. I found the old prison in so bad a state that it promises very ill with respect to the new 
* *— ■ J prison, unless the care of that gaol should be placed in better hands. 

The new prison was roofed in at the time of inspection, and some alterations were sug- 
gested, particularly concerning the allotment of the accomodation for the confinement of 
males and females ; also with respect to an iron railing in front of the yards, both of which 
suggestions were explained to the commissioners, who were present on that occasion. It 
was likewise recommended to the commissioners not to take up the work from the contractor 
until the w'hole of the yards should be completely levelled. 

County of Wexford Lunatic Asylum. 

THE old Gaol is a house of industry, and a department in it is allocated for the idiots and 
lunatics of the county. There are 1 1 males and 17 females clothed, fed, and attended to 
' with humanity. It is merely a charitable institution, supported by subscriptions and 
a county grant annually, and is not consequently provided with the means of cure and other 
comforts so necessary for the care of such patients ; but there is no improper restraint, and 
whatever can be done under such circumstances, is accomplished, under the care of the 
keeper, who is a good public officer. 

County of Wicklow Gaol. 

THE general state of cleanliness, and peaceable conduct of the prisoners, in this gaol,, 
enable me to make a favourable report, so far as these items in gaol discipline can prove 
a good system to be established. The officers are all attentive to their duties, and the 
internal economy in every departed is superintended by Mr. Nolan, the local inspector. 
But having in justice to the local officers said thus much, it is my duty to state that no gaol 
can be considered in a progressive state of improvement or moral government, nor can the 
intentions of the Legislature be enforced as to confinement becoming a punishment, and 
giving hopes of reform, without employment for every prisoner. The work of net-making 
has been almost entirely abandoned, and nothing substituted in its place. 

The female department must be excepted from this defect, as all this class have generally 
constant employment in spinning, needle-work, and washing, and are attended to by 
a matron in schooling. A ladies’ committee visit the female prisoners, and the best results 
have followed. Their testimony to the conduct of the matron, induces me to recommend 
an increase of her very moderate salary, which is less than is paid in most gaols in the 
kingdom. 

The legal classification cannot be carried into effect in Wicklow gaol with the present 
accomodation. The tried and untried minor offenders are together in one class on this 
account, and there being only 34 cells for an average of from 50 to 60 prisoners, two fre- 
quently sleep in a cell, contrary to law. A hammock should be placed in each cell, which 
would enable the govemer to place three prisoners in it, which, however crowded and in- 
convenient, would be complying with the Act, which specially prohibits two prisoners onlu 
sleeping together. 

A tread-wheel is erected for those sentenced to hard labour, and a male school is esta- 
blished. The legal dietary is provided for, and the Board of Superintendence have been 
appointed, and meet to manage and control the discipline of the prison. 

Some gaol clothing is required, and the yards want a coat of gravel. It would be a 
desirable mode of employment for the prisoners to break stones into powder for this 
purpose. 

District Bridewell — County Wicklow. 

Baltinglass. 

THIS Bridewell continues to be conducted on sound principles, and gives considerable 
assistance to the county gaol, which is so confined in accommodation, by retaining the 
sessions prisoners during their sentence. A small tread-wheel has been erected, and is in 
operation. The prison is kept clean, and the female department well managed. A good 
school is established, and the few prisoners confined appeared grateful for the advantages 
derived from it. 

The sewers are still out of order. I am not aware of any thing else I have to submit to 
the grand jury to be provided for. 

The Board of Superintendence continue their zealous care and inspection of this prison, 
and so long as the local magistracy attend to the interests of their gaol establishments, no 
evils can arise without immediate correction, which the law fully provides for. 

The furniture is complete, and the dietary according to law. It would be a great benefit 
to employ the male prisoners breaking stones. 
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LIST OF PRISONS. 



DUBLIN DISTRICT. 




NORTH DISTRICT. 



Carrickfergtis 
Belfast - 
Antrim • 
Ballymena 
Ballymoney 
Lisburn - 



Armagh - 

Cavan 
Down 
Donegal - 

Drogheda 
Farmanagh 
Kildare - 

Londonderry 

Louth 

Leitrim - 

Longford 

Monaghan 



Roscommon 



Armagh - 

Lurgan - 

Ballybot 

Market-hill 

Newtown Hamilton - 

Cavan - 

Coote-hill 

Downpatrick - 

Newry - 

Lifford - 

Donegal - 

Letterfeenny - 

Drogheda 

Enniskillen 

Naas - 

Athy - 

Derry - 

Coleraine 

Magherafelt 

Newtown Limavady - 

Dundalk 

Ardee - 

Carrick-on-Shannon - 
Manor Hamilton 
Longford 
Monaghan 
Carrickmacross 
Castleblaney - 
Trim - 
Kells - 
Navan - 
Roscommon 
Boyle - 
Athlone - 



four courts marshalsea. 
sheriffs’ prison, 
city marshalsea. 

St. Sepulchre’s manor 
court 



county gaol. 

house of correction 

bridewell 

bridewell 

bridewell 

bridewell 

county gaol 

bridewell 

bridewell 

bridewell 

bridewell 



county gaol 
bridewell 
bridewell 
town gaol 
county gaol 
county gaol 
county gaol 
county gaol 
bridewell 
bridewell 
bridewell 



county gaol 
bridewell 
county gaol 
county gaol 
bridewell 
bridewell 
county gaol 
bridewell 
bridewell 
county gaol 
bridewell 
bridewell 



(c onlinu ed) 
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List of Prisons — continued. 



N° 


COUNTY. 


SITE. 


DESCRIPTION 

of 

PRISON. 


Slate of Bililding; 
according to 
Classification given in 
General Report. 




North Distr 


ct — continued. 
Casderea 


bridewell 


Class, N°3. 


42. 


, „ 


Strokestown 


bridewell 


— 4 - 


43 - 


Tyrone - 


Omagh ... 


county gaol 


— 5 - 




Dungannon 


bridewell 


— 4 - 




... 


Strabane 


bridewell 




46. 


„ 


Clogher ... 


bridewell 


— 5 - 


47 - 


Westmeath 


Mullingar 


county gaol 




48. 


„ 


Moate ... 


bridewell 


— 3 - 


49 - 


Sligo ... 


Sligo ... 


county gaol 


— 2. 


50. 


” ' * * 


Ballymote 


bridewell 


— 1. 


1. 


SOUTH 
Carlow ... 


JISTRICT. 

Carlow ... 


county gaol 




2. 


- 




bridewell 


— 2. 


3 - 


„ - - 


Moneybeg 


bridewell 


— 2. 




Clare - 


Ennis ... 


county gaol 


— 2. 




... 


Kilrush ... 


bridewell 


— 2. 


6. 


» ... 


Ennistymon 


bridewell 


— a. 




... 


Tulla - 


bridewell 


— 2. 


8. 


„ . - - 


Six-mile-bridge 


bridewell 


— 2. 




Cork ... 


Cork ... 


county gaol 


— 4 - 


10. 


„ ... 


» - - - 


city gaol 


— 1. 




... 




bridewell 




12. 


. 


Kinsale - - - 


bridewell 






... 




bridewell 


— 2. 




. 


Mallow - - - 


bridewell 


— 2. 




... 


Mill-street 


bridewell 


— . 1. 




. 


Macroom 


bridewell 


— 2. 




- 


Clcnakilty 


bridewell 


— 2. 


18. 






bridewell 


— 2. 




- - - 


Bantry ... 


bridewell 


— 2. 




- 


Charleville 


bridewell 






. 


Bandon ... 


bridewell 


— 2. 


22. 


. 


Dunmanway - 


bridewell 


2. 




„ ... 


Rosscarbery 


bridewell 


— 4. 




» - 


Fermoy ... 


bridewell 


I. 




- 


Youghal - - - 


bridewell 


— 4 - 


26. 


„ ... 


Cove ... 


bridewell 


— 1- 


27. 


Galway ... 


Galway ... 


county gaol 


— 2. 


28. 






town gaol 


— 7 - 




„ . . . 


Ballinasloe 


bridewell 






... 


Eyrecourt 


bridewell 






... 


Woodford 


bridewell 






--- 


Loughrea 


bridewell 


— 4. 






Gort ... 


bridewell 


— 1. 




. 


Tuam ... 


bridewell 




35 - 


„ - - - 


Clifden ... 


bridewell 


— 4 - 


36 . 


Kerry ... 


Tralee ... 


county gaol 


— 6. 




Kenmare 


bridewell 




38 . 


- 


Killarney 


bridewell 






. 


Mill town 


bridewell 






. 


Cahirciveen 


bridewell 






. 


Castleisland 


bridewell 






. 


Tarbert - 


bridewell 




43 - 


. 


Dingle ... 


bridewell 




44 - 


„ - - - 


Listowell 


bridewell 


— 4 - 


45 - 


Kilkenny 


Kilkenny 


county gaol 


— 3 - 


46. 


„ - - - 


,, 


city gaol 


— 8. 




» - - • 


Thomastown - 


bridewell 


— 1. 


48. 


„ 


Callan ... 


bridewell 


— 4 - 




King’s County 


Philipstown 


county gaol 


— l. 


50. 


» - . - 


Parsonstown - 


district bridewell 


— 4 - 


51 - 


Limerick ' • 


Limerick f 


county gaol 


— I. 
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List of Prisons — continued. 











State of Building, 


N° 






DESCRIPTION 


aerording to 


COUNTY. 


SITE. 


of 


Classification given in 








PRISON. 


General Report. 




South District— continued. 






52- 


Limerick 


Limerick 


city gaol 


— 6. 




„ 


Rathkeale 


bridewell 






„ 


Newcastle 


bridewell 


— 1. 




„ 


Croom ... 


bridewell • 


1, 




» - - - 


Glynn ... 


bridewell 






» - - - 


Kilfinnan 


bridewell 




58. 

59- 

60. 


Mayo ... 


BrufT 

Castlebar 


bridewell 


— l. 


bridewell 


— 8. 

— 8. 


61. 


» 


Ballinrobe 


bridewell 


— 1. 


62. 


Queen’s County 


Maryborough - 


county gaol 


— ‘ 1. 


63. 


Tipperary 


Clonmel - 


county gaol 






Cashel - 


bridewell 








Thurles ... 


bridewell 




€6. 




Roscrea - 


bridewell 


1. 






Borrisikane 


bridewell 




€8. 




Cahir ... 


bridewell 




69. 


„ - - - 


Templemore 


bridewell 


— 1. 


70. 


,, 


Newbirmmgham 


bridewell 




7»- 


„ 


Nenagh ... 


bridewell 


— 1. 


72. 




Newport 


bridewell 


— 1. 


73- 




Tipperary 


bridewell 


— 4- 


74- 


Waterford 


Waterford 


county gaol 




75- 


- 


„ - - - 


city gaol 




76. 


- 


,, 


house of correction - 


— 2. 


77- 


„ - - - 


Dungarvan 


bridewell 


— 2 


78. 


>, 


Lismore ... 


bridewell 


— 1. 


79- 


Wexford 


Wexford 


county gaol 




80. 


- 


Enniscorthy 


bridewell 




81. 


„ 


Gorey ... 


bridewell 




82. 


„ - - - 


New Ross 


bridewell 


— 2. 


83- 


Wicklow 


Wicklow 


county gaol 


— 6. 


84. 


* * 


Baltinglass 


district bridewell 


— 4- 
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ACCOUNT of Expenditure in the several Gaols 





2. 

Nalutl 


a- 


4- 

Nature 


5- 


6. 




7- 


■ 






Fires in the 




Bate ot 


1 otal Amount 


r 






GAOLS. 






Prisoners 


Diet 


of Diet 










Fuel. 


Gaol. 


Dietary. 


each day 
in the Year. 


per D.,. 


for the Year. 


Local 

1 Inspector. 












d. 


£. 


s. d. 


£. 


, 




Antrim 


coal 


21 


mixed 


190 


44 


1,234 


5 10 




6 




Belfast House oft 
Correction - J 


coal, &c. 


» 


ditto 


70 


4 4 


536 


15 3| 


55 


7 


8 


Armagh - - 


turf, &c. 


»5 


ditto 


86 


4 


504 


5 io 


92 


6 


2 


Carlow - 


coal, &c. 


14 


bread - 


s© 


6 


682 


4 3 


36 


18 




Cavan - 


turf 


it 


ditto 


114 




1,140 


6 7j 


80 


_ 




Cork - 


coal 


43 


ditto 


29a 


5 


2,217 


9 - 


150 


_ 


_ 


- City 


ditto 


2.1 


ditto 


165 


4l 


1,049 


8 Si 


165 


_ 




Clare 


coal, &c. 


13 


mixed - 


116 


a % 


600 




92 


6 


2 


Donegal 


turf 


24 


ditto 


107 


34 


674 


o Si 


60 






Down ... 


coal 


18 


ditto 


M7 


34 


896 


7 -4 


92 


6 


, 


Dublin - 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— . 






_ 




Fermanagh - 


turf 


16 


mixed - 


644 


3 


312 


12 2 


92 


6 


2 


Galway - 


ditto 


H 


bread 


98 


si 


877 


8 9 


73 


16 


11 


- Town 


ditto 


12 


ditto 


34 


5 4 


283 


4 -* 


36 


18 


5 


Kerry • 


ditto 


18 


ditto 


93 


44 


683 


U lOi 


loo 


_ 




Kildare 


ditto 


IO 


ditto 


©5 


54 


518 19 8 i I 


36 


18 




Kilkenny 


coal, &c. 


J 9 


ditto 


70 


5 i 


633 


6 11 | 


80 


_ 




City - 


ditto 


7 


ditto 


30 


5 


150 


_ _ 


60 






King’s County 


turf 


16 


ditto 


7a 


5 4 


Particulars c 


ould 


not 


be 


Leitrim 


ditto 


36 


mixed - 


90 




466 


11 8£ 


> 

120 




_ 


Limerick 


coal, &c. 


24 


ditto 


140 f 


. 3i 


©94 


3 n 




3 


1 


- City - 


turf 


10 


bread 


77 f 


54 


526 


2 4 


138 






Londonderry - 


coal 


95 


ditto 


98 


9 


i,34i 


7 6 




12 




Longford 


turf 


28 


mixed - 


93 


3| 


611 










Louth ... 


coal 


21 


ditto 


82 


5i 


663 


14 4 4 




16 


10 


Drogheda - 


ditto 


9 


bread - 


34 


5 


234 


8 7 


27 


13 


10 \ 


Mayo - 


turf 


15 


ditto 


108 


6 


987 


2 6 




6 


if 


Meath ... 


coal, &c. 


J3 


ditto 


80 




©34 


17 6 


60 






Monaghan 


ditto 


26 


mixed - 


124 


4 i 


527 


9 1 


92 


16 


i| 


Queen’s County 


turf 


13 


ditto 


©5 


4 


394 


16 - 


40 


_ 


- 


Roscommon - 


ditto 


12 


ditto 


166 


6 1 


1,639 


10 1} 


92 


6 


2 


Sligo - 


coal 


26 


ditto 


4 


4 i 


837 


11 10 


92 


6 


1 


Tipperary 


ditto 


42 


bread 


272 


7 


2,650 


7 64 


100 


_ 


_ 


Tyrone 


turf 


20 


mixed - 


135 


5 


1,012 


2 3 


93 


4 


7 \ 


Waterford 


coal 


10 


ditto 


80 


6 


603 


17 7 


80 


_ 


_ 


- City 


ditto 


7 


ditto 


48 


6 






83 




8 


Westmeath - 


turf 


18 


ditto 


108 


4 4 




17 6 


46 




_ 


Wexford 


Coal 


20 


bread 


73 


4i 


515 


_ _ 






_ 


Wicklow 


ditto 


ib 


ditto 


52 


54 


407 


- n| 


46 


3 


1 
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73 17 


- 


110 


15 


6 


276 18 


6 


101 10 


9 


36 18 


5 


no 


»5 


4 


92 


6 


2 


55 7 


8 


120 - 


- 


no 


15 


4 


138 


9 


3 


64 12 


3 


92 c 


2 


55 


7 


8 


» 8 5 


>4 


3l 


42 14 


7 h 


83 1 


6± I 


90 


- 


- 


138 


9 


3 


166 3 


3 


93 16 lof 


92 


6 


2 


4G8 


- 


- 


321 1 


6 


64 12 


4 


• 92 


6 


2 


435 


- 


- 


207 13 


10 


50 - 


- 


92 


6 


2 


184 


12 


4 


88 2 


3 


80 - 


- 


90 


- 


- 


100 






go - 


_ 


73 16 


11 


90 


- 


- 


184 


12 


3 , 


73 16 


11 



27 13 10 27 13 10 



14 5 6 18 9 3 27 13 10 

270 14 - - 50 - - 

27 13 10 



73 16 11 14 12 71 27 13 10 18 19 3 

20 *5 4 l 9 6 - J 3 16 11 30 - - 



92 6 2 414 - _ 

55 7 8 138 9 3 



79 7 9 23 1 6f 18 19 
10 - - - - 1116 



j 38 92 36 18 5 

23° 15 4 h 5 1 18 Si 



- 1 30 - - 40-- 

- 1 20 - - 15 - - 

- 27 13 10 30 - - 



55 7 8 
92 6 2 
60 - - 
138 9 3 
no 15 6 
no 15 
55 7 8} 



230 15 4 
276 18 5 1 
138 9 2 1 
150 - - 



132 12 3! 84 13 8J 

93 16 11 49 17 10 



230 15 4 | 
276 18 6 
138 9 3 

184 12 3 
184 12 3 
230 14 6 
540 - - 



no 15 4i 24 - - 
120 - - - 



83 1 6| 
27 13 10 
90 - - 
ng 19 n 
120 - - 
95 7 8 

40 - - 
65 6 8 
47 13 10 
120 - _ 
55 7 8 



33 18 6 30 13 10 

27 13 10J 27 13 io£ 



100 - - 
23 16 6L 
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APPENDIX TO SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



The preceding Account of Expenditure — continued. 



COST OF 



l.— repeated. 


/r 


>7- 




18. 






>9- 




20. 




21. 


I 


GAOLS. 


Fuel. 




Soap and 
Caudles. 


Straw. 


Medicines. 


Stationery. 




£. 


*. 


d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 




d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


«. 


d. 


Antrim - - - 


127 


6 


3 


39 


>9 


2 


22 


1 


1 


63 


1 


5 


25 


15 


8 


Belfast House of\ 
Correction -J 


108 


>7 


2 


36 


10 


4 


18 


10 


- 


11 


>9 


- 


2 


- 


- 


Armagh 


88 


7 


10 


>9 


- 


- 


>3 


3 




32 


4 


9 


5 


- 




Carlow - 


113 


3 


5* 


24 


4 


9 


22 


>5 


- 


20 


9 


7 






- 


Cavan - 


85 


>9 


6 1 


23 


2 


6 


>9 


>3 


9 


22 


6 


4 h 


11 


16 


2 


Cork ... 


172 


10 


- 


75 


>9 


5 


44 


n 


3 


252 


16 


10 


43 


17 


4 


- City 


100 


8 


3 


3> 


11 


2 


11 


16 


11 


187 


5 


3 2 


16 


4 


10 


Clare - - r 


114 


3 


8 


,6 


l 


2 


- 


16 


6 


79 


11 


2 


25 


17 


3 k 


Donegal 


115 


10 


H 


25 


4 


5 


27 


>5 


- 


5> 


>4 


9 


40 


17 


- 


Down --- 


103 


n 


- 


24 


13 


8 


40 


7 


- 








18 


6 


9 


Dublin - 




- 






- 






- 






- 






- 




Fermanagh 


121 


>3 


6 


>5 


2 


9i 


17 


16 


8 


21 


2 


9 i 


22 


7 


6f 


Galway 


107 


2 


11 | 


23 


4 


11 


21 


>5 


11 






- 


- 




- 


- Town 


70 


2 


11 


8 


3 


9 


>5 


10 


- 


2 


10 


2 


- 


6 




Kerry - 


149 


5 


10 i 


6 


18 


6 


26 


5 


- 


125 14 


6f 


21 


2 


io| 


Kildare 


77 


11 


3 


9 


>3 


>i 


12 


- 


- 


34 


- 


2 


3 


- 


- 


Kilkenny 


154 


>3 


- 


6 


18 


lof 


8 


2 


6 


3> 


8 


10 


21 


6 


>i 


- City - 


3 o 


- 


- 


5 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


20 


- 


- 


3 


- 


- 


King’s County 


Particulars c 


uld not be ascertained. 






- 




* 




’ 


Leitrim 


2x7 


11 


4 i 


>7 


1 


9 


10 


2 


2 5 


57 


5 


11 i 


3 


8 


11 


Limerick 


64 16 


7 


36 


l 


Gi 


24 


10 


9i 


66 


6 


7 1 


13 


7 


10 J 


- City - 


23 


3 


6 


5 


5 


11 


16 


>7 


3 


27 


>3 


>0* 


27 


5 


5 


Londonderry 


'79 


12 


- 


39 


>9 


11 


25 


- 


- 


46 


5 


4 


19 


19 


1 


Longford 


173 


2 


- 


36 


9 


l 


>7 


10 


- 


- 


- 




5 


- 


- 


Louth - 


102 


3 


4 


9 


9 


5 


16 


3 


1 


43 


18 




7 


7 


7 


Drogheda - 


39 


7 


6 


7 


14 


2 


2 


>9 


- 


>4 


12 


0 


4 


17 




Mayo - 


73 »5 


10 


30 


16 


8 


20 


>5 


10 


50 


- 


7 


•3 


- 


9 


Meath - 


64 17 


8 


21 


>3 


5 


25 


- 


8 k 


36 


18 


5 


>7 


18 


8 


Monaghan 


175 >3 


6 


>7 


16 


9 


8 


6 


- 


4 


lO 


10 


32 


2 


- 


Queen’s County 


58 13 


7 i 


>7 


9 


7 


7 


10 


7 


42 


6 


3h 


10 


6 


9 


Roscommon - 


410 


2 


7 


34 


8 




67 


11 


9 


3> 


10 


~ 


16 


- 


- 


Sligo - 


>54 >9 


+} 


3 


12 


-h 


38 


>7 


11 X 


45 


2 


10 


25 


6 


3 


Tipperary 


287 


- 


- 


4> 


>7 


1 


45 


>3 


6 


80 


18 


9 


27 


5 


8 


Tyrone 


168 


>9 


>of 


63 


4 


2 


58 


2 


3h 


75 


- 


- 


44 


11 


6J 


Waterford 


80 


- 


- 


20 


18 


11 


15 


9 


6 


‘5 


- 


- 


7 


16 


8 


City 


73 


- 


- 


8 


12 


1 


8 


- 


- 


33 


12 


6 


4 


13 


3 


Westmeath - 


103 


n 


8 


25 


- 


9 


24 


2 


6 


39 


13 


10 


5 


- 


- 


Wexford 


166 


- 


- 


32 


12 


11 


21 


- 


- 


>3> 


8 


8 


16 


18 


3 


Wicklow 


49 


11 


10 


10 


- 


2 


12 


3 


- 


49 


5 


- 


8 


11 


7 



21 . 

Male 

Clothing. 

£■ *. d. 
70 17 3 
20 12 - 
7 18 - 
38 4 4 
48 17 9i 

86 2 4 
150 13 4 
56 15 
19 5 - 
64 4 5 

29 3 4 

75 3 6 

4 19 2 
9 17 6 

5 10 2 
10 



55 17 6 £ 
9' 4 2 i 

85 7 8 
40 - - 
104 11 6 



'42 1 1 1 J 
121 11 8 



38 3 >>i 

53 I 2 4i 
21 14 5 

13 - 5 

3011 2 
28 4 7 
7 18 6 
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RETURN of Work and Schools 



What Froporliou 



nount of P ro fi t 
last Year, 



Male Prisoners. 



Females Pr 



Antrim 

Belfast house 
of correction. 
Armagh 
Carlow 
Cavan 



no return, 
stone breaking 
and weaving, 
breakingstones, &c. 

ditto 
« ditto 



variable 



spinning, washing, 
& c. 

spinning - 
knitting & spinning 
spinning, washing, 
&c. 

ditto 1 



none 



no account 



account 






none 



none 

none 



the value of 



labour. 



Cork County 



cleaning the prison 
breaking stones - 



prison dresses 
spinning - 



none 



none 



none 



spinning & sewing 






Down 



Dublin 
Fermanagh 
Galway 
Town 



cleaning the prison 
ditto 
- none 



spinning & sewing 

- ditto 

- none 
washing, sewing, 
&c. 

ditto - 
spinning, sewing, 
&c. 

spinning & washing 
prison dresses - 
spinning & washing 
spinning & sewing 






none 



Kildare - 
Kilkenny Co. 

— — City - 
King’s County 
Leitrim 



- none 
pounding hemp,&c. 

breakingstones, &c. 
none 

breaking stones - 



none 

3 10 8} 



not ascertained 



not ascertained 
none 

not ascertained 



none 



none 



one third the 
value of labour. 
- none 



Limerick 






none 



none 



City - 

Londonderry 



none 

shoe and mat- 
making, weaving, 
& breaking stones, 
breaking stones - 
ditto 



- none 
spinning, 
ting, &c. 



none 



Longford 

Louth 



none 

one third the 
value of labour, 
one third 



spinning 
spinning i 



none 



sewing 






Drogheda 



spinning - 
none 

spinning, sewing, 
washing, 
ditto 






none 

none 



Monaghan 



tailoring, shoe- 
making, &c. 

- none 
breaking stones, &c. 



one third the 
value of labour. 



none 



none 



Queen’s County 
Roscommon 



prison dresses 
spinning, &c. 



4 the value of 
labour. * 

4, sometimes f 



none 



weaving, stone- 
breaking, &c. 
cleaning the priso 



not ascertained 



spinning, wash- 



none 



Tipperary 



none 



sewing, knitting, 
spinning, 
spinning - 
spinning, knit- 
ting, &c. 

■ - ditto 

none 

| spinning & washing 
| - ditto 



none 



none 



Tyrone 

Waterford 



none 



none 



City 

Westmeath 
Wexford 
Wicklow ■ 



- none 

- none 
making nets 

picking oakum 
and making nets. 



none 



none 
one third 
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several Gaols in 


Ireland, 1827. 








What Proportion 








Is any and what 




given to 


on Work of 


Tread Wheel. 


is the Power 


Profit 


Is a Male School 


Female Prisoners. 


Female Prisoners. 






paid to Prisoners on 
Tread Wheel. 


in operation. 














j variable 


- none - 


- none . 


- - - 




in operation - 






- none 


- 




none 


one third the value 
of labour. 


212 8 1 


established 
presented for 


raising water - 


- none - 


in operation - 
- ditto 


21 1 . ns. 30?. out 
of net amount of work 


none 


established - 


raising water - 


- none 


ditto 


it 12 s. 5 d. for mak- 
ing i°9 prison dresses 




ditto 


ditto 


- none 


ditto 


I entire of earnings 
| when discharged. 


none 


ditto 


ditto 


none 


ditto 


none - 


none 


none 






ditto 


one third the value 


none 








ditto 


of labour. 














presented for 


- 


. . „ 


in operation - 


2 ii. per day - 


none 


none 


- 










- none 






none 


half - 


none 


none 


- - . 




in operation - 


the whole 


none 


none 

established - 


pounding hemp 


the whole 


ditto 
- ditto 


none - 


none 


- none 








. 




none 


- 


- 


ditto 


one third the value 
of labour. 


none 


established - 


raising water - 


none 


ditto 


one third the value 
of labour. 


none 


established - 


scutching flax 


none 


ditto 


one third 




presented for 








none 


none 


- 


’ * - 


ditto 


the whole 


none 


established - 


raising water - 


- none 




5 the value of labour 


none 


none 


ditto 


none - 


none 


none 




. 


- none 


one third 


■' no« -- 


- none 
established - 


.' none \ 


- none 


in operation - 
ditto 


1 one third the value 
oflabour. 


11 - 11 , 


established - 


raising water - 


- none - 


ditto 


one third - 


- none 


- none 


- 






}the value of labour 


none 


established - 


raising water - 


none 


ditto 


j> sometimes | 


none 


presented for 




- . . 


- ditto 


' none - 


not ascertained 


established - 


raising water - 




ditto 


'"tire value oflabour 


- none - 


established - 


ditto 


none 


ditto 


one third - 


- none 


established - 


none 


none 


- none 


none - 


none 


established - 


- nimo . 






none - 


2 14 10 


established - 
established 


none 


- none 


in operation - 




- none 


established - 


none 


- none 


ditto 


68. 






L 







Is a Female School 
in operation. 



in operation, 
in operation, 
ditto, 
ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

- ditto. 



ditto. 

ditto. 



in operation. 

- ditto, 
none. 

in operation. 

- ditto, 
ditto. 

ditto. 

- ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 



- ditto; 

- ditto. 

« none. 

- none, 
in operation. 

ditto. 



ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto, 
ditto. 

- ditto, 
ditto. 

- none. 

in operation. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 
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ACCOUNT ot the Annual Expense of Subsistence of Prisoners in the several Bridewells in 
Ireland; taken from the four Quarterly Returns of the Year ending 31st December 1827 — 
added together. 



COUNTY. 


BRIDEWELL. 


CHARGE 

BRIDEWELL. 


COST 

COUNTY. 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


Armagh - 


Ballybot ... 


38 - 3 ^ 




Lurgan .... 


13 8 8 




Market Hill - 


12 19 11 




I N. T. Hamilton 


4 15 6 




- 




7 ' 4 4 1 


Clare .... 


Ennistymon ... 


1 12 2 






Kilrush ... 


- 8 4 






Six -mile-bridge 


9 3 10 






Tulla .... 


6 19 - 










18 3 4 


Cork .... 


Bandon • . v. 


48 8 8f 






Bantry .... 


46 19 10 f 






Buttevant ... 


5611 






Charleville ... 


11 16 2 






Clonakilty ... 


18 13 3i 






Cove .... 


989 






Dunmanway - 


11 10 6 1 






Fermoy - - - - 


55 9 io| 






Macroom ... 


8 17 6J 






Mallow - 


30 11 9 1 






Millstreet ... 


1 12 - 






Mitchelstown - 


2 5 9 9 k 






Roscarbery ... 


H >9 5 } 






Skibbereen ... 


35 4 »o 










334 4 6£ 


Donegal - 


Donegal ... 


2 18 11 












Down .... 


Newry - 


45 1 Si 










45 1 of 


Galway - 


Ballinasloe ... 


18 4 -} 






Clifden .... 


26 - 8 






Eyrecourt ... 


81 6 5} 






Gort .... 


48 8 8| 






Loughrea ... 


46 13 8 






Tuam .... 


22 17 1 






Woodford ... 


627 










189 13 2f 


Kerry .... 


Caherciveen ... 


9 5 11 






Castle Island ... 


6 11 5 






Dingle - - - - 


— 






Kenmare ... 


12 - 3 i 






Killarney ... 


17 12 6 






Ustowel ... 


11 17 9 






Miltown 


3 1 7 ? 






Tarbert .... 


- 12 11 






- 




6l 2 4| 
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Bridewell Expenses — continued. 



COUNTY. 


BRIDEWELL. 


CHARGE 
of each 

BRIDEWELL. 


COST 

COUNTY. 


Kilkenny - 


Thomastown - 


£. S. d. 

6 8 2 


£. s. d. 


Leitrim - 


M. Hamilton - 


No charge. 




Limerick . 


Bruff - 

Croom .... 
Glynn - 
Kilfinnan - 

Newcastle - 
Rathkeale ... 


17 14 4 
9 14 6 

12 7 3 
10 4 4 

12 7 9 & 

18 18 11 




Londonderry ... 


Coleraine .... 
Magherafelt ... 
N. T. Limavady 


it 8 2 
16 G 10 
16 2 5 | 




Louth .... 


Ardee - 


3 2 - 




Mayo - 


Ballinrobe . ... 


8 G ii 




Monaghan ... 


Carrickmacross 

Castleblayney 


2 13 5l 
12 12 2 


>5 5 75 


Roscommon - 


Athlone - 
Boyle - 


No charge. 
10 15 - 


Sligo * 


Ballymote - 


11 2 9 




Tipperary ... 


Borrisikane ... 
Cahir . 

Cashel - - ' . 

Nenagh - 
Newbirmingham 
Newport 

Roscrea ... 

Templemore - 
Thurles - 

Tipperary ... 


276 

23 1 8| 

39 6 4 

53 2 5 

6117 
7 5 1 J 
33 >3 6 
23 9 6 
38 - 11 
19 4 2 


246 2 9 
21 14 9 | 


Tyrone - 


Clogher ... 

Dungannon ... 
Strabane ... 


9 12 3 

f Amount pre-") 

Rented contrary V 

12 2 6 i 


Waterford - 


Dungarvan ... 
Lismore ... 


31-8 
4 1 3 


Westmeath - 


Moate .... 


32 17 _ 


35 1 H 


Wexford - 


Enniscorthy ... 
Gorey . 

New Ross 


6 7 9 

6 16 9 

7 3 7 i 




1 






20 8 1 ^ 



L 2 
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APPENDIX TO SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



FIRST REPORT 

OF T1IE 

HIBERNIAN LADIES SOCIETY. 



First Report 
•f the Hi- 
bernian 
Ladies So- 
ciety. 



AT a numerous meeting of Ladies, held at the Richmond bridewell, on Wednesday, 2isfc 
February, 1827, on the invitation of Mrs. Fiy, of London, that benevolent lady took the 
chair; and having, m a luminous and interesting statement, explained to the meeting the. 
general views and principles of the Ladies’ Soeiety in London, for the purpose of visiting 
the gaols, the following Resolutions were agreed to :- — 



1st. That an Association be formed, in connexion with the Ladies’ Society in 
London, to be denominated “ The Hibernian Ladies’ Society, for promoting 
the improvement of Female Prisoners.” 

2d. That the operations of the Society shall extend to the prisons of every county 
throughout Ireland, in which an Auxiliary Local Society can be formed. 

3d. That the Society shall consist of a Patroness, Vice-Patroness, as well as of 
a General Committee ; also of Local Committees, formed for each prison 
in Dublin, and for each county gaol, which shall be united to the General 
Society. 

4th. That the thanks of this meeting and of the public are due to Mrs. Fry, for the 
valuable services she has rendered to society, in opening the door for the 
benevolent exertions of ladies in the Female Prisons in England, and for 
her kind wish to extend the benefit of her labours to this country. 



Rules recommended for adoption by Local Societies. 

1st. That we form ourselves into an Association, in connexion with the Hibernian Society, 
for the purpose of promoting the reformation of female prisoners in the gaols of this town 
(or city) and its immediate vicinity, and that it be denominated, “ The Prison Associa- 
tion.” 

2d. That the concerns of this Association shall be conducted by a Committee, to be 
chosen annually : to consist of a treasurer, secretary, and not less than six other members, 
eligible to re-appointment. 

3d. That the Committee meet monthly, on some day to be fixed by themselves; and that 
three members be competent to transact business. 

4th. That the Committee appoint six visitors for the month, inserting in the minute of 
appointment the day on which each is expected to attend : and that a class-book be pro- 
vided, in which the visitors are to notice the conduct of the women, as a guide in the dis- 
tribution of prizes. 

5th. That a code of rules for the regulation of the conduct of the prisoners be hung in 
every ward of the prison, and read to the women once a week. 

6th. That a Sub-Committee shall be annually appointed to prepare a Report to the 
Hibernian Society ; which report shall specify — 

1st. Whether, on application to the magistrates and other local authorities (which 
ought to be the first step in forming an Association), they have coun- 
tenanced the plan, and kindly afforded their aid and protection. 

2d. The number of members forming the association. 

3d. Whether a matron be appointed. 

4th. The nature of the employment provided for the women, and the mode of dis- 
posing of the work, and appropriating the produce. 

5th. The average number of females confined. 

6th. The particulars of any school or other means of instruction for the prisoners, 
or their children. 

7th. Any facts of an interesting nature, arising out of the proceedings of the asso^ 
ciation, especially any real improvement. 



Bridewells — 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ON THE GAOLS, Stc. OF IRELAND. 



.. 



Bridewells — County of Cork. 

thXff ' St “ bE ‘ h ' d b y 4he Eoard of Superintendence, to be observed in all prisons of 
. '?• N » keeper to be employed in the bridewells, of whose character and qualifications 
Sisfac^TScat ,ra|, ° rt ' , ” t d "‘ ieS * he B °” d ° f Superintendence have’not received 

2d. Every keeper to reside in the bridewell, and no other person to be permitted to reside 
therem, except the wrleanil children of the keeper, without the special leare of the board, 
piled in Ih7pSnT P " ” re8 P on,,bIe tll! “ the f ‘> 11 »™g documents shall be all 

1st. Rules and Regulations of the King’s Bench. 

2d. Extracts from the Prison Act. 

3d. A list of all the resident inmates of the house. 

4th. A copy of these Regulations. 

Each of these documents to be pasted on a board, and preserved in good order 

Bot”to^ 

a copy of his quarterly return to the board every quarter. transmit 

5 , •. p' f* 8 and regulations of the Court of King's Bench to be strictly observed oar 

mSX dt» d 3 ' ‘ altoti ° n 40 Whi51 the 
of ^rf.rt c '^r , ^ s t sf 5 1 d 

+r aka i ge ° f ri" do . ws and other damages, occasioned by neglect or violence to be 
charged to the salary of the keeper, subject to h?s appeal to the board” ’ 

JSeSSsE ° f th ! ‘“P 6 ' 40 ' S™™ 1 “Pun each bridewell to be taken into 
SSurt^r neK fwV 1 P S? T” 8 ? ““ in each a “ d any instances of mis- 

be ? 2 £l 312 g££S£!j£ 2 . mca a nature “ ,0 be de ™ g of d,sm,ssa,) ' to 

9th. The following rates of salaries are decided upon by the board— 

Keeper of court-house and prison in sessions town - . 

1*2“ 0f f J e P™ ondetachedf ' 0 "'tlr' c «urt-house,nsess,on.town - 
Keeper of the pnson m towns not quarter sessions towns - - . . ,q 

The allowance for straw, candles, and fuel for prisoners being regulated by 
Act of Parliament, no extra allowance to be made for store supplies. ' 

10th. The following qualifications are considered necessaryin the keeper of every bridewell : 

1. Habits of cleanliness in his family and in the prison 

2. lo be able to write a good hand, to keep accounts, and to fill his own returns 

Extracts from ‘ the°Act 34 ^d P a p Pec4 jf understands the rules and regulations, 
prison ■ 0 h “ docum ents required to be ke|t in the 

giSSSaSass 

conwdered’as’pe^d^arly to charg^of^sncIF^deweh’^and^e’bc^i’^U^^^h 

superintmidence thereof and foAuch f “ ‘ h<i 

torett^^ 

are noth, release any prisoners so given in ch,^“ "* 



First Report 
of the Hi- 
bernian 
Ladies So- 
ciety. 
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